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I had hoped to include with this issue a Membership Certificate 
for each member. However, the press of time has prevented completion 
of the project. Perhaps by next issue - ? 

... The Editor 
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New Finds 

. . . The Editor 


NEW MEXICO 


In Newsletter 58, I included an article which Clarence Thiede 
had found in the Albuquerque Journal about a piece of play money. 

The article isn't clear as to whether it was a piece of play money 
that resembled a sales tax token and was passed for same, or whether 
it was a "counterfeit" deliberately made to pass but resembling play 
money. It doesn't really make much sense to "counterfeit" a tax 
token, though, so the idea that it was play money accidentally passed 
as a token is more reasonable. Tim Davenport suggested that I contact 
Richard Clothier (Rte. 8, Washington, MA 01223), who has a catalog 
($6.95, postpaid) of play money. I send Richard a NM #3. He sent 
back information about several tokens that existed in the mid-30s 
and might have passed for #3 on the basis of rough resemblance. 

Here is some information about one of them, from Richard's catalog. 



ROBIN HOOD SHOES / FOR (Robin Hood bust 
facing right, with bow and arrow) FOR / 

BOYS (more of bust) GIRLS / A GOLD STANDARD 
SHOE 

ROBIN HOOD / PLAY / (star) 10 (star) / 

MONEY / LUCKY COIN 


16 mm. ALUMINUM 500 - 2000 estimated in existence now. Another 
exists in denomination 5. 


OHIO 


In Newsletter 56, just a year ago, I included under "New Finds" 
a picture of an Ohio tax receipt souvenir card. I had reproduced it 
from the State Revenue Newsletter , Vol. 23 No. 6 (Nov. - Dec. 1984). 

It was reported originally in the Bank Note Reporter for Dec. 1984, 
as available from the Document Exchange in Wooster, OH, but an effort 
to contact that organization was unsuccessful. Fred Robinson (R-273, 
Canton, OH) did some followup work and reports the following information. 

"Several issues of the Newsletter ago you asked about a firm 
in Wooster, OH. The ad you had from Bank Note Reporter and 
the State Revenue Society advertised a card of Ohio tax prepaid 
receipts in souvenir card format. The SRS ad was an apparent 
copy of the BNR ad. I checked both sources and this is my 
conclusion. 

"The firm had an address in Wooster. It was a P.0. Box number. 

This box was paid for and used for six months. The Postal 
Service has a file on unfilled orders and 'cashed our checks' 
complaints. This same firm also attempted to provide some 
other similar products with the same results. 
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"I saw a photocopy of a printer's proof someone at the Wayne 
County Coin Club had. The copy indicated sloppy work and 
all receipts were the same ones, even to control number. The 
reason I looked into this was I wanted to be sure that the 
stamp and coin club hadn't done this or had underwritten the 
venture only to be burned. 

"A member of the Wayne County (Wooster, OH) Prosecutor's Office 
is a coin club member. His latest report is the Postal Service 
has warrants for arrest of the operators and the Better Business 
Bureau also has complaints. 

"Most likely no collector has a card, but the money is long 
spent. Wooster is a small town, 20,000, and quite often you 
see ads for collector items with a Wooster P.0. Beware! 

Wooster is 1 hour from Akron, 1% hours from Cleveland and 
Columbus, and about 2 hours from Toledo. So the temptation 
of big town boys to cheat at bumpkin expense is great. 

". . . I'm sorry that it must be bad news. The card could have 
been a pretty item if done up properly!" 

MISSOURI 


Brian Smith (R-376, Jefferson City, MO) writes that he found 
an aluminum MO #23 look-alike in the junk box in an antique shop 
partly owned by a local coin dealer. The dealer is a collector of 
Missouri merchant tokens, but thought nothing of the sales tax token. 
Chits lists, a MO #11 pattern as an aluminum token of the same type 
as MO #23. ' 


WAR TAX 


David Schenkman, TAMS Journal Editor, provided the pictures 
below. Those of you with copies of Chits will find two other War 
Tax tokens on page 220. One of them had been previously reported 
in TAMS Journal , vol. 11, no. 4. The other had been reported in 
the ATTS Newsletter, vol. 1, no. 2, May-June 1971. This Billiard 
Academy War Tax token is a new one to me. Can any members provide 
more information? 



Reactions to the Tokens 

by David Stolaroff 
(ATTS R-393) 


********************** ******************************************* 
Note: The following is an excerpt from the author's 1953 Master's 
Thesis, Sales Tax Tokens: A Study in Frac tional Revenue. 
*********** ***************************,********************* ****** 


Said a letter from Washington state officials to the Council 
of State Governments, shortly after Washington's token system 
began to function in 1935: "Generally, the tokens are well 
received, accompanied by humorous objections." 

It was initially expected that the public would be happy 
with the token system. The entire enterprise was considered a 
useful one—a benefit to the frugal buyer, it was explained, who 
m no instance was required to pay over one-tenth of one cent 
above the legal 2 % of the purchase price.1 

In Mississippi the Jackson Daily Clarion-Ledcier reported on 
July 2, 1936 that: - - 2 - 


"(transactions)...were accompanied by smiles, and 
the tedium of the day was lessened considerably by the 
general good nature with which everybody took the 
innovation in paying the tribute to the state." 

New Mexico consumers apparently initially reacted similarly, 
with the Albuquerque Tribune reporting on August 16, 1935 that: 

"A fair cross section of Albuquerque's buying public-- 
the group that pays the sales taxes—favor the token 
system, and as soon as the preliminary confusion wears 
off, the plan will prove successful. This was the 
general opinion of a survey conducted by the Tribune 
in downtown Albuquerque yesterday." 


A less positive reaction to the tokens occurred in Missouri. 
Said the St. Louis Post-Dispatch on August 28, 1935, the day 
after tokens were distributed: 

"At breakfast, the local citizens were merely curious 
about the new tax tokens. At lunch, they were toler¬ 
antly amused, but by dinner, they had become acutely 
tax conscious—their curiousity satisfied, their toler¬ 
ance strained, and their pockets laden with pennies and 
bottle caps... 'The most depressing aspect of the entire 
system is the fact that we now have with us, upon every 
simple transaction of the day, a constant reminder of 
the taxes we have to pay.'" 



"Some men," wrote the Post-Dispatch , "used the supply they 
had, and declined to encumber themselves with the 'nuisances,' 
valuing time and convenience more than change for pennies. "2 

In Kansas, tokens went into circulation on June 1, 1937. 

The following day the Wichita Eagle noted that "complaints, 
bewilderment, and disgust were evident in all quarters" as the 
"bothersome" zinc tokens went into use. 

The passage of time apparently altered in no way the status 
of public opinion in the state, with the Eagle running a story 
on July 3, 1939 under the heading "Asserts Nuisance of State 
Sales Tax Tokens is at an end." The article included a statement 
by Kansas Governor Rather to the effect that the situation in 
Kansas would be alleviated with the introduction of the bracket 
system. 

Utah's tokens went into circulation on July 1, 1937; on 
July 2nd the Salt Lake Tribune , under the heading "Fractional 
Money befuddles old and young," reported that 

"Utah's miniature money appeared on the scene 
Thursday, and left in its wake a series of superlative 
headaches... 'These tokens,' complained one citizen, 

'don't even jingle pleasantly in your pocket.'" 

The people of Salt Lake City were not, however, ones to sit 
idly by. There were some spectacular developments. By July 20th, 
public indignation had crystallized into the form of an "anti¬ 
token" mass meeting of- the citizenry, scheduled for assembly that 
evening at the City and County Building. Although arrangements 
appear to have been made for the use of the facility, the doors 
were found to be locked fast, and the angry crowd was forced to 
gather on the east steps of the building. 

"We are indignant," a spokesman was reported as protesting, 
"we feel that someone is due for censorship. We are going to 
arrange a new meeting where we won't be headed off."3 

The next day. City Commissioner William Murdock responded, 
telling the press that "there was no intention of shutting them 
out. The whole thing happened because of a misunderstanding."4 
The protests and indignation died away, however. By July 
27th, the State Tax Commission was quoted as saying that much of 
the early antagonism toward the tokens was being overcome and 
that, in its opinion, the public would soon be using them without 
complaint. 5 


Thus, we see that the first tokens were greeted in some 
places with a mild curiousity and a good natured attempt to 
comply with the state's regulations. In other localities, they 
evolked immediate protest. In all cases, the eventual feeling 
toward the token .system was one of resentment. 

What, basically, contributed to the adverse reaction? The 
fault of the token system lies in the detailed nature of its 
own construction. Those lawmakers who adopted it were attempting 
to provide the people with that type of tax justice which would 



be required by an economic man. The economic man took the place 
of the people in the minds of the planners, and it was he, they 
thought, to whom the prospect of saving fractions of a cent would 
appeal. 

Here was the fallacy. No individual among us is purely an 
economic man. Few of us have time to perform Nth degree calcula¬ 
tions to determine that action which will prove most efficient in 
the utilization of our resources. The capacity to do so requires 
intense analysis. Although the tendency among us is to attempt 
to function as an economic man, it is to only those few who carried 
out the attempt to the extreme that the token system was attractive. 
The majority of the population did not have time to count fractions 
of a penny. 

When tendered token change, some considered it an affront to 
their dignity. Others were embarrassed in front of their friends. 
Very often consumers ignored token change completely. Some 
carried their "uneconomic" propensities to such an extreme that 
they were prone to throw their tokens at the sales clerk, in 
complete disgust.6 

Even among the poor people for whom the tokens were intended 
there were some who, when confronted with "change" of several 
mills, reacted with suspicion, rather than enthusiasm. The token 
system was commendable in that it was founded in consideration of 
the poor, but it failed in that its benefits were often not 
easily demonstrable. 

THE EFFECT ON BUSINESS 

If businessmen joined in the initial amusement and tolerance 
exhibited in some communities as sales tax tokens were put into 
use, it is doubtful that their attitude extended far into the 
afternoon of that first day of use. The implications of the 
token system for businesses became quickly evident. 

There is no estimate of the accumulated time lost in 
carefully counting the tiny tokens in two-way exchanges, both in 
and out of the familiar token trays always in evidence in the 
tax token states. What confusion, impatience, and exasperation 
must have resulted in Missouri on August 27, 1935, when it was 
discovered that the state's carefully planned "milk bottle 
stopper" tokens were too large to fit the pneumatic tubes of 
department stores, and what estimate is available of losses due 
to that unfortunate oversight? Further, there is no estimate of 
the money cost to the retailer in training his sales force to 
handle tokens or of keeping additional records... 

Possibly the most irritating circumstance was the need for 
incessant explaining of the tokens to customers—some perplexed, 
some impatient, and some suspicious. It was easy for suspicion 
to breed resentment, and it was awkward and unjust that a retailer, 
who usually operates under highly competitive circumstances, need 
engender resentment among his customers in an attempt to comply 
with state regulations. 



Innumerable problems arose. Could the merchant simply 
absorb the tax and avoid the confusion? What was he to do when 
tokens were temporarily in short supply? How was the token 
provision to be complied with when payment was made by check? 

How were tokens to be counted when an item, previously purchased, 
was to be exchanged by a customer after the system came into 
effect? 

Small wonder that many retailers often "forgot" entirely 
that they were obligated to tender token change--unless reminded 
by a stern and demanding customer... 

The prime cause for dissatisfaction with tax tokens appears 
to have stemmed from the loss in time in counting tokens, 
coupled with the incidental confusion. The loss in time is an 
important point in economic theory with significant implications 
if the number of transactions and the velocity of turnover of 
money are affected. According to Fisher's classical formula in 
connection with the quantity theory of money, these factors are 
two of five specific determinants in any established price level. 
Tax tokens, by consuming time, may reduce the number of trans¬ 
actions and thus the velocity of money within a given trade area, 
thus having an effect on prices themselves... 

It is difficult to trace the effect of tax tokens on 
business beyond this point because such effect becomes lost in a 
maze of theory and conjecture. A highly refined analysis might 
show that sales tax overtaxes reduce consumer expenditures by a 
like amount, thus negatively affecting the gross national 
product. It might also show that tax tokens, by raising funds 
for state government expenditures, positively affect GNP. Our 
concern here, however, is with the material effect, rather than 
the theoretical. 


1. "Tax Tokens," State Government, 8:177, September 1935. 

2. News item in St. Louis Post-Dispatch , August 27, 1935. 

3. News item in Salt Lake Tribune, July 21, 1937. 

4. Ibid. , July 22, 1937. 

5. Ibid. , July 28, 1937. 

6. The writer has been such a target. 


SPACE FILLER 


In the newspaper articles reprinted in Clippings Vol. 1, 
there is an October 17, 1973 article from the Thurston Co. Independent . 
Most of it is about wooden money rather than the Tenino wooden sales 
tax tokens. However, there is a note that Blaine, WA, Olympia, 

South Bend, Hoquiam and North Bend also followed the Tenino lead and 
put out wooden money. Why do you suppose they didn't issue wooden 
sales tax tokens? Or did they? Chits has entries for Hoquiam and 
Olympia that George Magee reported (in 1936) possible use of tokens 
in these two towns, although none had come to light when Chits was 
published. Sure would be nice if someone really would do a complete, 
thorough job of research on who printed the wooden money in all 
these towns, what they printed (search through newspapers for the 
particular time involved), and so on. 



The article below is reprinted "as is" with the permission of both TAMS Journal 
and Rich Eartzog. I’ve reduced the first page slightly to fit on this page. 

. . . The Editor 

The Kundig Tokens of Pleasant Plains, Illinois 



by Rich Hartzog 


PAID 

)One-T«nth (1/10) Cent 

fc-i -ffS «!< # ' 'IT. m x . 

IvtHTO,KUNDIG,^ 

i Piea»ant Plaiaiy Jill. 


The rare provisional sales tax token 
issued by Otto Kundig is printed on red 
cardboard, with black lettering. It is 
rectangular, 23x41mm. 


In the course of attempting to locate one of 
the cardboard provisional sales tax tokens of 
Pleasant Plains, I contacted the widow of Otto 
Kundig, the issuer. Mrs. Kundig was kind enough 
to provide two lengthy letters, which are com¬ 
bined below with original spelling and grammar 
intact. This provides an interesting insight into 
the workings of an early general store, and a 
brief history of the issuance of the several 
Kundig tokens. While the tax token was reported 
in the Sales Tax Token Society Journal , the others 
were not previously known. The incuse trade 
tokens were issued prior to 1901, and were good 
for a loaf of bread. (In the modified original 
letter which follows, the author’s notes are added 
in parenthesis.) 

H. Kundig 
The City Hotel 
Pleasant Plains, fll. 

March 1984 
Mr. Rich Hartzog 
Dear Sir: 

I reed your nice letter & am happy to 
give you your information. 

My husbands father & mother were 
born in Switzerland. I have a very 
beautiful folder & I think was their 
marrage certificate all written in Ger¬ 
man but the date is 1866. After their 
marriage they came to America and 
settled in PI. Plains & bought this 
building & ran a hotel & grocery store, so 
I am sure building over a hundred yrs 
old. They kept boarders in upstairs which 
had 11 rooms. Workmen would come 
from Sp. (Springfield) from Mon til Sat. 


& return by stage coach I presume, as 
they ran regular between Sp & Beard- 
stown. Workers help build railroad track 
from Sp. to Beardstown; they worked out 
ofP.P. 

Otto’s older Bro. (Henry) baked the 
1st commercial loaf of bread in P.P.; he 
worked in 1st bakery in Sp. The father 
built a brick oven outside store & oven 
door opened inside; they sold for 5 cents a 
loaf & they had tokens like tax ones, & 
sold 6 for 25 cents. I cant recall any other 
tokens ever used. I have 2 tin pans he 
used, one larger than other. (Note: three 
main varieties of metal tokens were 
issued; see photos.) 

The father (Henry Kundig, 1842-May 
1901) died later & Otto was too young to 
take over; had 2 older sisters & they hired 
2 men to help them run until he became of 
age then he took over with 1 clerk, about 
1905. When Otto became of age he took 
over & was “Otto Kundig General 
Merchandise” he ran until he died in 62. 
The hotel closed after father died & up¬ 
stairs was cleared & some rooms used for 
grocery storage. The home was at the 
side, but connected with store; there was 
a basement under main store with dirt 
floor & brick wall. They kept vinegar in 
about 100 gal cedar barrels with spicket & 
customers would bring glass containers 
& buy 1 gal; two double doors & steps 
outside went to basement. 

After phones came in, they took 
orders from customers & delivered with 
horse & wagon one direction each day. 
Also took orders in country for 4 or 5 mi & 
delivered with wagon. 

At first all groceries were shipped in 
by freight & draymen would pick up & 
deliver to door. Flour came in cotton 
sacks 10 & 20 lbs. Shot gun shells came in 
wooden boxes, good lumber better than 
furniture made now. We sold stone jars 
for lard & milk crocks & etc. that were 
made in White Hall & delivered at our 
door. 

We had 3 boys & after they graduated 
from hi school would work in store until 
went on own then other go in & all served 
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their time. 

A part of hotel dining room to left 
door (see photo), was made into a small 
ice cream parlor with a counter seating 5 
& table 4. We made our own ice cream in 
a big freezer & storage; would make 20 at 

I time. Had large glass glasses hold 
almost a qt. & sold milk shakes 25 cents & 
cones 5 cents. We bought coffe in big 
gunny sacks & had a hand grinder; would 
grind 1 lb. & sell. We had a separate salt 
house & bought salt in big barrels & sell to 
farmers to feed stock. At the side beyond 
the man in buggy in the picture was a 
long hitching rack to tie the horse when 
coming from country. Bought dried sheld 
beans in big bags & stored in tin container 
with rolled top. In the picture his Father 
is on the left with long whiskers. As far as 
we know Otto is one of the boys, as he was 
12 or 13 yrs old. About this time the father 
died at the age of 59. 

I was born in Tenn & came to Ill age 

II when both my father & mother died. 
My father was a Confederate Soldier & 
fought all during the War, after his return 
he ran a general store in small town 20 
miles from Nashville, all I remember 
was the key he carried to front door was 
about 10 in long. He had many ex slaves 
as customers. He would take a 2 horse 
wagon & drive to Nashville for his 
groceries. He also wrote a column for 
Nashville Paper on his memories of the 
War. 

Otto & I were married in 1911. After 
boys left home we had a clerk. You can 
see from this paper all things we sold. 
Otto died in 1962; the store was closed. All 
the 11 rooms upstairs was cleared out 
after hotel closed & was full of old store 
things as electricity & more modern 
equipment was available & since had the 
room was stored. I sold them to the 
Lincoln New' Salem 12 mi. from here, Old 
Country Store. He advised me to let him 
auction off as would bring us both more 
that what he would value. Everything 
that he sold had ticket, the price & name 
of each article for me. I sure was amazed 
the prices they brought. 

I have given to children to play store 
the tokens, & antique man took little 
round token & he has an auction house & 
auctioned all my things off, so he didnt 
keep anything. 

We owned the block the store was on, 
had a big yard & garden. After he died I 
built a new house on next corner with 


Henry Kundig used three types of 
tokens, all uniface and struck on brass 
planchets. Two tokens are 23mm, while 
the larger “5C A Loaf” variety is 29mm. 

basement under all house. After that 2 
High School teachers at New Berlin 12 mi 
were sportsmen & they wanted to taken 
down for the lumber & build them a cabin 
at a Lake near river at Beardstown. The 
bid was torn away. 

The side walk in front are wooden 
boards & were all over town. We 
celebrated our 50th yr in business long 
before was closed.. After bid all down, all 
basement was filled up with dirt from all 
citizens in town who did extivate & now is 
all smooth & my lawn with beautiful 
green grass. 

I think I would be a rich woman had I 
known the value of things I thot was junk 
& let slip away. The first telephone office 
was in one room at rear; my two sister- 
in-law were Central girls, no numbers 
then your rang by number 1-2-3-4 & etc. A 
lot of eavesdropping then, but as phones 
multiplied had number. Our store always 
No. 2. (Signed by Mrs. Otto Kundig, age 
96) 

Information by Henry Kundig Jr. reveals 
that the cardboard sales tax tokens were printed 
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by a local printer. He recalls going with his 
father to the printer to see how it was done. The 
tax tokens were unpopular and later, after the 
store was closed, were taken to the new house, 
where they were used by the grandkids as toys. 
Unfortunately Mrs. Kundig threw out a box full 
about two years before I contacted her. They 
remain quite rare, with only three specimens 
known in collectors’ hands. 
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SPACE FILLER 


Here' 

What were 
"Molecule money 
(The last one's 


s a little sideshow for 
"rubies?" "Hootnannies?" 

7 M H T4 " 


"Jiggers?' 
gimme. ) 


you. What were "huxies?" 
"Jimmy's Pennies?" "Smidgets?' 
Slugs?" "Bibbies?" "Milktops?" 

. . . The Editor 


The article on the next four pages discusses at some length the "Tobacco 
Sale Tax Stamps" of the mid-30s. At first glance, one might think these are 
some sort of sales tax stamps that have been overlooked in our collecting 
interests. However, note the title: Tobacco Sale, not Sales. As you will 
see from reading the article, during the depression there was an effort to 
avoid overproduction of agricultural products, so as to maintain some 
suitable level of prices on the market. Tobacco was one of these products. 
Basically, the notion was that farmers would voluntarily reduce production 
and/or destroy anything above a set amount. In return, the government would 
provide a subsidy. Some farmers didn't go along with this notion, as you 
might expect. Since they had "overproduced," they had more to sell on the 
market, relatively, than did the others. This was considered unfair to the 
farmers who went along with the program. So the idea was hatched that these 
"non-player" farmers should pay a tax on the sale of their tobacco. You 
could think of it as a punitive tax, rather than as a revenue-raiser. Thus, 
it was really a tobacco sale tax, rather than sales tax. Anyhow, read the 
article. This footnote to history might introduce some "sideline" tax stamps 
you’d want. Note that the article is reproduced "as is" from Weekly Philatelic 
Gossip, May 8, 1954 and June 5, 1954. 


































Tobacco Sale Tax Stamps 

By I. IRVING SILVERMAN 


Part I 

1. Introduction 

I’ve written about Tobacco Sale 
Tax revenue stamps (Scott’s RJ-1 
through RJ-11) before. Where and 
when I am too lazy to find out. If 
you are like I am, you too accumulate 
faster than you can sort and classify, 
and the result is a few shelves wrested 
from the Ball & Chain loaded with 
your junk instead of hers. Some¬ 
where in my particular junk are re¬ 
prints of the articles (or was it just 
one), which I know, should I intrepid¬ 
ly attempt to extract from the said 
shelves, would surely result in an un¬ 
controlled philatelic precipitation. 


overprinting the Tobacco Sale Tax 
stamps. I figured that the effort re¬ 
quired to write to him would be about 
the same as that expended in pre¬ 
paring an article for the Weekly 
Philatelic Gossip so I decided that 
I’d jot down some notes which might 
interest revenue collectors. This 
then, is principally a reply to Mr. 
Makepeace’s letter. 

2. History of Tobacco Sale Tax 

Stamps 

I hate to say this, but I’m going to 
reserve the best parts of the history 
for a future article. I guess that 
every writer whose blood is redder 


which could absorb everything 
produced. Obviously this was U nf ** 
to the farmers who destroyed 
crops for a measly subsidy, and lr 
this Kerr-Smith act was passed. Tk° 
speed with which Congress moved "* 
this bill is indicated by the fact t,h»° 
the bill was first introduced by j 0 t.‘ 
H. Kerr, a representative from North 
Carolina on May 21, 1934. It becam 
law thirty-eight days later! ! 


This act placed tremendous tax 
powers in the Secretary of Agricul 
ture on tobacco of certain classe* 
marketed outside the A.A.A. program 
The tax ran 25% at first and then 
was increased to 33%, truly a real 
wallop at the maverick producer*. 
And these boys really hollered, too. 
Very few of the tax returns I have 
seen (and there were quite a few) 
were without the "Paid under Pro¬ 
test” statement. Figure 1 is an illu*. 


Bull-dozing the debris would require 
just enough time to cheat your dear 
readers out of this gem of wisdom. 
Praise the powers that be for this 
earth-shaking choice. The trash re¬ 
mains on the shelf—this article is in 
Uncle Harry's slick sheet. 

Each time I take stock of the knowl¬ 
edge I have been able to glean about 
Tobacco Sale Tax stamps I am amazed 
how abysmal my ignorance previously 
had been. 1 believe that my first 
article on these revenues was a bit on 
the guess and surmise side, and much 
is necessary by way of correction and 
addition. However, as I have previ¬ 
ously intimated. I’m not in t.he mood 



to review that which was written long 


ago, and hence, if any of you with 
prodigious memories can recall my 
exact words, and if they do not jibe 
with this article, please take this as 
the latest and most authentic pro¬ 
nouncement. 

I exhibited some frames of my pets 
at a locally operated soiree sponsored 
by one of the unenlightened commemo¬ 
rative collecting combines, and not¬ 
withstanding my not being a member, 
I was awarded le Grande certificatte 
de Participatione. Not bad, eh? 
Surely, it was a stroke of genius to 
split my entry so that one was re¬ 
quired to go up one aisle to see the 
first half, and down the other aisle 
to see the other half. Besides myself, 
I know that one man saw my exhibit. 
That man was Colin Makepeace, an 
avid revenue collector in Providence, 
Rhode Island who happened to be 
visiting here in Chicago. He is not 
only a collector of U. S. revenue 
stamps, but is also the president of 
the Canadian Revenue Society and a 
nationally known lawyer. Being a 
brother barrister, 1 know he knows 
that I have been hard at work in the 
law business, and I know he forgives 
me for not answering a letter written 
to me some time ago. 

In this letter, Mr. Makepeace asked 
me about the identifying features of 
the “cents” electrotype plates used for 


than the ink on his rejection slips has 
the optimism and hope that moves him 
vigorously to plan future articles as 
he is immediately engaged in a cur¬ 
rent project. 

I’d like to bring those who just 
tuned in up to date, so just lower the 
volume, those of you who are en¬ 
lightened, and let’s add a few more 
to our select group. 

June 28, 1934 was the day that the 
Kerr-Smith Tobacco Control Bill be¬ 
came law. Statistically it was Public 
Law No. 783 of the 73rd Congress, an 
emergency measure, pushed through 
in record time. The whip men were 
New Dealers striving for protection 
of tobacco producers who had sub¬ 
scribed voluntarily to the govern¬ 
ment’s curtailment of production pro¬ 
gram under the Agricultural Adjust¬ 
ment Administration. This, you may 
remember, required the farmers to 
plow under their crops, destroy their 
piglets, and do many other things to 
prevent the market from being glutted 
with commodities. The obvious intent 
was to keep prices up—the govern¬ 
ment subsidizing farmers who went 
along with the program. Certain 
tobacco producers, about ten percent 
was the estimate, were stubborn and 
refused to go along with the A.A.A. 
and of course they were enjoying the 
benefits of high prices in a market 


tration of the back of one of these 
forms, and the notation in on the 
bottom. Most tobacco warehouses 
and auctioneers, where the money was 
paid, had rubber stamps made. 

Being an emergency measure, and 
the Act calling for revenue stamps, 
there was little time to make plates 
and bring about the production of the 
revenue stamps in the usual way. In¬ 
stead, electrotype plates were made of 
an overprint reading "TOBACCO 
SALE TAX” in two lines and several 
hundred thousand of the 1917 series 
of revenues were run through the 
presses with this overprint in black. 
The only denominations of the "cents' 
values were 1, 2, 5, 10, 25 and 50. I n 
the "dollar” values, only the 1, 2, 6, 
10 and 20 were so treated. 

The stamps were not too well exe¬ 
cuted and apparently not too well in¬ 
spected either. There are numerous 
varieties which I will discuss, and one 
inverted overprint, the ten cent value. 
Some enterprising sharpy cooked up 
an inverted two cent job several years 
ago, of which several are still floating 
around, but the fake is not too diffi¬ 
cult to detect (see Bureau Specialist 
Vol. XXIII, No. C, June, 1952, pag« 
107 ff.). The largest quantity 
these stamps was the ten cent value 
and this was only 352,800 including 
the inverted overprints. The smaller 
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Quantity was the twenty dollar value 
w ith only 125,700 printed. 

The A.A.A. was declared unconsti¬ 
tutional by the Supreme Court a year 
and a after the Kerr-Smith act 

was passed, and this left the Tobacco 
Control Bill high and dry, without a 
reason for being. Consequently, the 
Kerr-Smith act was repealed Febru¬ 
ary 10, 1930. The Tobacco Sale Tax 
stamps were thus in use for less than 
a year and a half. 

j The Market for Tobacco Sale 

Tax Stamps 

1 include this only to satisfy those 
who have been bored by the article up 
to now. I figure that if a man thinks 
he can make a dollar or so he will be 
interested. I will say, without fear of 
contradiction, that anyone who buys 
these stamps and holds on to them for 
a long time will see the prices rise to 
great heights. I don’t say how long 
this will take, but it is certain to hap¬ 
pen in the next 50 to 100 years. 

Seriously speaking, this series of 
stamps has had a rather bizarre mar¬ 
ket history. When the Kerr-Smith 
act was repealed, all remainders were 
destroyed except for some few sheets 
that found their way into dealers’ 
hands. Practically none of the dollar 
values were so kept, this being the 
days of the depression, and money 
being tough to get and hold. The 
atamps were applied to Treasury De¬ 
partment forms which were filed with 
the collectors of internal revenue in 
the various districts. These tax re¬ 
turns, carrying the stamps, were gov¬ 
ernment documents in government 
files. Thus there were no used stamps 
on the market, and very little of the 
mint variety. Some of the stamps 
filtered into the market through devi¬ 
ous channels, off document, and these 
were snapped up at fabulous prices. 

1 believe the stamps were not even 
listed by Scott for several years. A 
rood set of these stamps would bring 
about $75 at auction in the middle 
forties. When Scott finally listed the 
prices, they were really high. In 1950, 
for example, the $20 and the inverted 
t*n cent value were not listed, the five 
rent value catalogued 80c, and the $10 
v «lue catalogued $42.50! 

With these prices being high, deal¬ 
ers were always on the lookout for 
stamps, especially with the 
Mushrooming interest in revenue 
•temps, but there were just none to 

had. Several years ago, I’d guess 
•bout 1950, a party with his eyes wide 
“Pen and his brain working, latched on 
10 * finable lot of the returns in good 
rendition. How, I don’t know. Some 
•avenue office may have been clean- 
,n ir out its files and obtained permis- 
** >n t° sell the papers as waste. In 
,■ y ® ven t, we know that he paid prac- 
r«m y not k‘ n £ for them and that he 
j. e from one of the larger cities in 

" tUc ky. He divided the stamps 
ih* °^ 3 ’ anc * t l u * et ly hut quickly made 

rounds of the dealers, especially 
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in the East. The stamps went like 
hotcakes, especially since the seller 
offered each lot as the complete 
“find." The prices were low, and it 
looked like a fine deal. Many legiti¬ 
mate dealers were taken in by this 
little scheme. 

When notes were compared, it was 
found that everyone could offer the 
stamps at prices so low as to make 
the catalogue values ridiculous. Obvi¬ 
ously these stamps became a source 
of aggravation in reminding the deal¬ 
ers of being “suckers” and many of 
them dumped the stamps at low prices 
just to get rid of the reminder. The 
demand for the stamps was thus for 
the time stated, and with the dis¬ 
couragement of the dealers, the mar¬ 
ket prices dropped. Comparing the 
same stamps mentioned above, the 
1953 Scott lists the five cent at 55c 
which is a drop of 30'/<, and the $10 
value catalogues at $12.50, a drop of 
over 70'i-. The ten cent invert now 
catalogues at a measly $15 and the 
$20 catalogues at $20. Auction prices 
this last season were considerably 
lower than Scott’s values. 

I’m no Joseph Granville, but I think 
I know something about these stamps. 
I’ve bought everything I could find; 
I’ve traded stuff for them; I’ve bid 
at auctions; not because I was inter¬ 
ested in investments, but for study. 
They truly represent a fertile field. 
In addition I have written to everyone 
I can think of for sheets and multi¬ 
ples. Brother, there are none, and 
I mean none. I snared a few sheets 
from one of the larger companies, 
and ran into absolutely no response 
on multiples. Most dealers, even those 
who used to have some originally pur¬ 
chased from the little traveler, are 
totally devoid of these stamps. This 
man sold his stamps in sets, and that 
means he broke up the multiples. 
That’s about the only way I can 
figure it out. The few multiples I 
have seen are mostly on document. 

I feel that those who want these 
stamps will have trouble finding them. 
They pop up in various places before 
you arrive, and strangely enough, the 
price that they sold for (sure they 
are gone) was oh so much less than 
you would have been willing to pay. 

I will call your attention to the 
relative value assigned by Scott to the 
inverted ten cent and the $20 value. 
No one knows how many of the in¬ 
verts there were. Most of them are 
unused, but they are unquestionably 
less in number than the $20 value. 
As for genuinely used inverted ten 
centers, they are not. I mean on docu¬ 
ment—because the stamps were not 
canceled by government employees 
and the manufacture of a “used” from 
a new is easy. 

4. The General Description of the 

Stamps 

The cents values of the Tobacco 
Sale Tax stamps are the very common 
red documentaries of the 1917 series. 


They are all perforated 11 but ap¬ 
parently all are different types of 
stamps. By this I mean that the 
colors are different in shade, the 
papers are different in color and tex¬ 
ture, the sharpness of printing varies 
from value to value. These stamps, 
you may know, were printed by the 
offset method, using rubber blanket 
transfers, and are not finely executed 
like engraved stamps. The values 
used are Scott's R228, R229, R232, 
R234, R23G and R238. All are over¬ 
printed alike, across the stamp face 
parallel to the bottom edge of the 
stamp. The letters are about 2 mm. 
high with a spacing between lines of 
about 2 mm. Thus the entire over¬ 
print is about G mm. wide and about 
17 mm. long. Placement on the stamps 
varies from stamp to stamp on the 
same sheet. This is an identifying 
characteristic between the “cents” 
plates as will be discussed below, but 
suffice it to say at this time that the 
overprint jumps all over the sheets 
like jitterbugs. Generally, they are 
centered, and in hundreds of stamps 
I’d say it is rare to find one that could 
really be called a rambler. Recently 
I bought a part of a sheet (no plate 
number, darn it) from a dealer, in 
which some of the overprints actually 
ran off the top of the stamp border. 
I classify the electrotype as plate A. 

As for the dollar values, these were 
produced by applying the same over¬ 
print on engraved dollar value stamps 
of the same 1917 series. The over¬ 
printing was done by electrotype as in 
the case of the cents values. The en¬ 
graved stamps that were overprinted 
were Scott’s catalogue numbers R240, 
R241, R244 and R245. You may 
realize, if you are still following me, 
that this list does not include the $20 
value. Strangely, there has never 
been a $20 documentary of the 1917 
series without an overprint of some 
sort. The unoverprinted (nice word) 
$20 stamp which was used is the same 
one used for the Stock Transfer and 
Future Delivery series of 1917. 

The dollar values of these stamps 
were longer in their erect dimension, 
and all of the overprints are carried 
on the stamps across this dimension, 
that is horizontally—except for the 
$20 value which reads vertically up. 

The catalogue-recognized varieties 
of the stamps consist only of the ten 
cent inverted overprint, and in the 
past some Gibbons’ lists have referred 
to a yellowish variety of the normally 
olive bistre $20. I have a stamp of 
this latter type in my collection which 
has been identified positively as 
"lemon.” I have no idea as to its com¬ 
parative rarity except that Gibbons 
usually offered it for more than the 
ordinary variety, and that I have seen 
very few in all the many stamps I 
have examined. 
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There is a major variety which I 
have written about and which is a 
fine subject for study. That is the 
“split serif” variety which I will dis¬ 
cuss in the next section. 

Part II 

, r >. The “Split Serif” Variety 

In making up the art work for the 
original overprint electrotypes, or in 
reproducing this art work, an odd 
looking “T” crept into the plates. It 
was characterized by the right-hand 
downwardly extending serif on the 
cross bar of the first “T” being bi¬ 
furcated. I call it “split serif” be¬ 
cause it looks like someone had 
chopped into the serif. Actually, 
careful examination shows that the 
serif seems thicker than usual. There 
are many variations of the split, the 
illustration being merely one example. 
Thus, in Figure 2 I have shown nor¬ 
mal and split serif overprints side by 
side. 

TOBACCO 
SALE TAX 

TOBACCO 
SALE TAX 

On all of the other letters, the exact 
shapes and the thickness of the serifs 
varies from stamp to stamp, but only 
in this first “T” is there the split 
described. 

Originally it was thought that there 
was only one plate used for overprint¬ 
ing the cents values, but after exam¬ 
ining the sheets that I was able to 
gather, I found that there were at 
least two. I have found evidence of 
both plates being used on practically 
all cents values. 

The first identifying feature which 
clearly marks the overprint plates as 
two distinct plates is the incidence of 
split serifs and their location. Plate 
A has 43 normal stamps and 57 with 
split serifs. Plate B has 3G normal 
stamps and G4 with split serifs. Obvi¬ 
ously the greatest number of stamps 
are those with the split serifs, so that 
these might be considered the normal 
occurrence, but if the split serif is 
normal and the normal is abnormal, 
who’s on first? Let’s just leave the 
split as the split and the unsplit as 
the normal. 

ff. Identification of Cents Plates 

Until someone comes up with more 
sheets, I’m going to stick to my find¬ 
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ings that there are only two plates 
which I have chosen to call A and B. 
One means for identification is as 
pointed out, the number of split serifs 
and their location. There are a few 
other ways of identifying the plates. 

In plate B the bottom three rows 
of stamps have their overprints fairly 
well aligned along the length of the 
rows. The same three rows of stamps 
on the A plate are overprinted with 
apparently no regard for order. The 
overprints jump up and down from 
stamp to stamp. 

Locating the plates through asso¬ 
ciations with panes of the revenue 
stamps themselves is not a criterion. 
In this article I have not mentioned 
much about the stamps themselves 
and you should bear in mind that I 
am always talking about the over¬ 
prints. The original red revenues 
were printed in sheets of 400 and these 
divided into four panes. Thus, there 
would be four different kinds of panes 
upon which the overprints could be 
applied. It would seem most economi¬ 
cal to make up the electrotype plates 
in four hundred subjects and over¬ 
print a large sheet each time, then 
cut up the large sheets into the four 
panes. 

I have never found any sheets or 
stamps of the cents values that came 
from the lower two panes. Further¬ 
more, I have in -my collection, A plate 
sheet from the UR pane, and a large 
portion of an A plate sheet from an 
UL pane. This proves to me that the 
stamps were probably overprinted on 
a small press a pane at a time, and 
probably by hand. If the plate were 
greater in width than ten subjects, 
this would not have been possible, un¬ 
less a sheet of 400 was impressed with 
the same plate four times, which is 
absurd. 

There are several characteristics of 
the respective overprint plates which 
are mutually exclusive. These may 
help identify individual stamps or 
large pieces for the collector. While 
each stamp has a personality of its 
own, so that it is almost possible to 
accurately plate any stamp, the par¬ 
ticular varieties that are described 
below are outstanding for positive 
plate identification. 

4 

TOBACCO 
SALE TAX 

Figure 6 is stamp No. 2 of plate A. 
There is a distinct arcuate black line 


that starts from the corner of 
first “T” and bridges over the "Q » 
The overprint is split serif, of course 



TOBACCO 
SALE TAX 

Figure 6 illustrates my favorite 
variety of plate A. It occurs on stamp 
No. 88 and has the appearance of a 
bite having been taken out of the “B." 


TOBACCO 

SALE TAX 
4 


Figure 7 is the third positive iden¬ 
tifying characteristic of plate A. 
Stamp No. 94 has a spot under the 
“E” as illustrated. 

These three varieties are found only 
in plate A. Plate B has one promi¬ 
nent variety and one not too outstand- 

TOBACCO 
SALE TAX 

ing. In Figure 8 I have illustrated 
stamp No. 3 of plate B with the top 
of the “A” cut off, and in Figure 9 

TOBACCO 
SALE TAX 

t 

I have illustrated stamp No. 69, the 
broken “X.” 

The "X’s” throughout both plates 
are rather badly formed and are a 
possible source for study, but I f ee ^ 
that the great inconsistency of dis¬ 
tortion of many kinds renders them 
unreliable as identifying any particu¬ 
lar plate or even stamp. There are 
many interesting varieties in the 
dollar values. 

Just a word of caution. Don’t go 
off the deep end on your varieties 
until you have at least two, and pre- 
ferably more than two of the identical 
variety. This method of printing ' s 
rather haphazard, and the plates 
sometimes work freak mishaps in the 
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presses, which are jiggles, smears, 
blurs and jogs. These are not varie¬ 
ties. A true variety occurs on the 
game stamp in a great many im¬ 
pressions at the same place on the 
plate. 

Incidentally there are a great many 
Similarities between plates A and B 
when compared side by side. For 
example, Figure 10 is stamp No. 1 of 

TOBACCO 
*SALE TAX 

both plates. The front end of the “S” 
has been sliced off. Figure 11 is 

v TOBACCO 
*SALE TAX 

stamp No. 49 of each plate, the “S" 
being incomplete in its upper left 
hand corner. The degree varies from 
sheet to sheet. Figure 12 is stamp 

TOBACCO 
♦SALE TAX 

No. 61 of both plates with another 
sliced “S.” Many of these little vari¬ 
ations occur throughout both sheets, 
but you will find that the dissimilari¬ 
ties between the plates are too great 
to ignore. Whether the second is a 
re-worked plate of the first, or the 
same photographic master was used, 
we do not know. Probably the latter 
is true. 

7. Plate Numbers and Panes 
This is one department in which I 
have been having trouble. I just can’t 
find these plate numbers. The Bureau 
claims that they have absolutely no 
records of the stamps used or the 
overprint plgtes. My list is very 
meagre, but it gives all that I know: 


Value 

Plate 

Overprint 

Pane 


No. 

Plate 

Location 

lc 

31137 

A 

UR 

lc 

22947 

B 

UL 

2c 

28150 

A 

UR 

2c 


A 

UL 

10c 

28210 

A 

U 


The 2c UL is a large piece but with 
e number missing. I’ve posi- 
^ Ve y identified it as overprint plate 
I b ' s 8 Pi ate number single, 

know it’s from one of the upper 
nes and I've identified it as over- 
ca' nt ^°‘ ^ (not s t am P No. 96 be- 
Use of course it was overprinted up- 
,ld e down). 
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No need in telling you that I am 
hungry for more information. 

8. Dollar Values 

The varieties which are seen in the 
dollar values are not located. I have 
listed the more outstanding ones since 
they are most reliable. One just 
grinds through the stock one has mak¬ 
ing notes and segregating the ap¬ 
parent varieties and one then com¬ 
pares the different types. Where the 
identical scratch mark or line or miss¬ 
ing part is found in several stamps— 
it must be a variety and not a print¬ 
ing freak or smear. Using this as a 
basis I suggest that you look for the 
following: 


tobacco" 

SALE TAX 

Figure 17—Another broken down 
tail end “0.” 

TOBACCO 
SALE TAX 
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TOBACCO 
SALE TAX 

Figure 13—There is a line forming 
a curved bridge over the “A” of 
“Tobacco.” The variety is easy to 
find, and I have it on both the $1 and 
the $2 stamps. 

TOBACCO 

SALE TAX 

/ 

Figure 14—A short line under the 
“T” of “Tax.” Also located in both 
the $1 and $2 values. 

it 

TOBACCO 
SALE TAX 

Figure 15—Broken “T” in “Tobac¬ 
co.” Don’t be fooled into seeing this 
on every other stamp. It might be 
merely bad printing—and there is 
plenty of that in the issue. 

TOBACCO 
SALE TAX 

Figure 16—The final “0” of “To¬ 
bacco” is broken. 


Figure 18—This is an “X” that has 
been really murdered. 1 only list it 
because I like to believe that I have 
at least three stamps with the same 
type of mayhem. I might be in error. 

The varieties of Figures 15 through 
18 have been found only on the $1 
value. 

You will note throughout the illus¬ 
trations I have been careful to iden¬ 
tify the stamp upon which the variety 
appears insofar as the major variety 
is concerned. Some appear on split 
and some on normal serif “T”s. Only 
one exception appears and that is the 
variety of Figure 17 which appears on 
both types of the major variety. 

I’d like again to remind you that 
these dollar value varieties are not 
located. Furthermore, the higher 
values are not available in such quan¬ 
tities as to expect the varieties to be 
found in one’s stock. I believe I have 
many more than the ordinary dealer, 
r.nd yet I was not able to find the vari¬ 
eties on any but the one and two 
dollar stamps. They must be on the 
others. The quantities of the dollar 
values printed certainly did not justi¬ 
fy the preparation of more than one 
or two plates—and we have seen that 
there probably were no more than two 
plates for all of the cents values. 

9. Conclusions 

Here is still another fertile field for 
the student. This one is especially in¬ 
teresting because' one does not need 
examine hundreds of thousands of 
copies to look for varieties; the stamps 
are just financially sassy enough to 
make acquisition interesting without 
being burdensome; the field is very 
new; the varieties are easy to locate; 
the surface may have been only 
scratched by my little effort, and I 
think you will enjoy working with 
these stamps. I’d like to add my per¬ 
sonal touch—please write to me if you 
have large pieces of these stamps. 

Especially the dollar values. I’d like 

to locate the varieties—find out about 

the plate numbers — determine the • 

question of how many overprint plates 

—learn about new varieties, etc., etc. 

439 



15 


Washington #18 Revisited 

Merlin K. Malehorn L-279 

In Newsletter 51 (Oct. - Dec. 1985), David Gladfelter (R-281, 
Moorestown, NJ) provided information about five die varieties of 
this aluminum token. In Newsletter 58 (Jul. - Sep. 1987), I 
included (p. 16) some information on two additional die varieties. 

Phil Nordin (R-396, NAS Lemoore, CA) has been working on 
photographs to be included in the new catalog. The very first 
set of pictures I requested included some close-ups of the seven 
dies. I've reproduced them below, in a format that is being 
considered for our new catalog. Although the reproduction isn't 
up to the quality we want in the final catalog, perhaps these 
shots will help you sort out your WA #18 varieties. 


WASHINGTON 


STATE ISSUES 



SI Obv. TAX COMMISSION / TAX / TOKEN / STATE OF WASHINGTON 

Rev. TAX ON PURCHASE / CH. 180 / LAWS 1935 / 10 CENTS OR LESS 

23 mm. ALUMINUM round center hole 3.0 mm. to 4.0 mm. in diameter 

There are seven major die varieties, all based on re-engravings of 
the reverse. 

Major die varieties: 



Die A R- Die B R- 
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Die E R- 


Die F R- 



Year: 1935 Mintage: approximately 60,000,000 
Manufacturer: Metal Products Manufacturing Company 



Clarence Thiede (R-385, Albu¬ 
querque, NM) provides this little 
extract from the Action Line of the 
Albuquerque Journal , February 17, 
1988. Action Line is one of those 
"send me your question/problem" 
features that are common in news¬ 
papers . 


I have a small aluminum New Mexico tax token that 
could have some historical value. On one side are the 
words, “New Mexico Bureau of Revenue, 1935,” with a 
double eagle design. The other side reads “Emergency 
School Tax on Purchase of Five Cents, Tax Token, One 
Mill,” and a Zia symbol. It’s smaller than a dime. 
Would the Albuquerque Museum be interested? — 
N.E.H., Albuquerque. 

The museum may be interested. The state issued that 
token only in 1935 for the schools, as the inscription 
says. The tax was intended to augment school support 
funds during the Great Depression years of the 1930s. 
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Jim Farris (R-395, Helena, AL) provided the articles reprinted below. 
are from the Birmingham (Alabama) News, 1937. Dates are as given. Sorry 
about the quality; I've enlarged them, but by now you should recognize that 
reproductions from old library sources don't always work too well. 


February 26 


LUXURY TAX! 

MONTGOMERY. p>_ 

Alabama s 2 per ceftt general 
safes las twlaft had oecotne 
“the Alabama luxury (qx act.* 

That title was printed across 
the face of bound copies of the 
act available at the office of 
Secretary of State Howell Tur¬ 
ner today. 

Mr. Turner said the title urns 
*n worded because Henry Long 
(state tax com mi.sxtorvrr ) said 
the governor wanted it that 
way." 

Mr. I.nng said that the sales 
las tokens also would hear the 
word "luxury tax" instead of 
tales las. 

"That t what it in, a luxury 
tax when you put exemptions 
in on while meat, meal and 
flour," Mr. Long said. 

Those were? practically the 
same irurdt Gov. Bibb Graves 
used when he signed the bill 
Tuesday. 


NEW TAX TOKENS 
ARE RUSHED HERE 
FOR DISTRIBUTION 


Henry Long Is In City For 
School For Commission 
Representatives * 


Alabama* tax tokens. tHe little 
brau and aluminum piece* which 
taka their place Monday along with 
a citizen's pocket change, are being 
rushed from an Indiana manufac¬ 
turer for distribution in Birming¬ 
ham starting Saturday and continu¬ 
ing Sunday’ and Monday through¬ 
out the itate, 

Homy £L Long, chairmkn of the 
State Tax Commission. said- a lim- 


I eanta . 

10 oewt*.., 

11 oanta.., 
20 eanta... 

. U cents 


Here’s How And How Much You Pay 
On Sales Tax, Starting Monday 

MONTGOMERY. Ala.— <Ah —Here'* what you must pnv muter Ala¬ 
bama ■ new 2 per cent aalet tax on retail aalea and amusement ad- 
mlaaloni that atarta Monday, 

Purehaae Arte# Tax Oua 

.1 30 eanta « mill* 

. .. 2 mill* 3ft eanta .. .. Tmllla 

. 3 mill* 40 eanta . I mill* 

.4 mill* 4ft cant* . • mill* 

.. I mill* 60 eanta. 1 cant 

* °r avery additional nickel over SO centa In the purchase price, 
add one mill. 

' On an article aelllng for I centa, rou muat pay 2 mill* alnce the 
*■** ,M*, ^2 ur ** T O mill*. On a 7-cgnt purchase, tha tax will be 

one mill foy the actual amount wea 1.4 mill*. In other words. If the 
fraction of the mill la Iraa than half, you owe nothing; If above one- 
half you pay»a full mill. 

. ®‘ b " worte, thl* mean* putrhaaee of I and 2 centa will not be 

U*cd but purchaaee frorp 3 to 7 centa must pay J mill. 

Changf w|ll i>e made by use of tha ©»ie-fnlll and flva-mlll tokrria 
which tha Stale Tax Commission hope* to hnv* dlalrlbuted through¬ 
out tha itate by Monday, ,,, . . 

. No Ux.,will, be collected on gaeolljra, loberco, /arm product* aold 
by producer, rwaet mUk. butUermllk, meal, floue,- slderrvcat, • rpgaf, 
corree, wattr, ia*r«leclrteity, newipapera, or on Stervlcea >ucn aa dry 
cteanlng. If undry work, berberlng, beauty parlor work, etc. 

On credit aale*, the tax will be added to your bill at'lhe end of the. 

pay-t^a tax, lof the law prohlblta the 

fotrchfftt/nmt.abwjrWng f). ; AWiU.y:J.).>■ i , , ,4.-.- ' 

. . I 11 il l . NW mdmmm 


. . . The Editor 


February 27 


MUftT NOT ABSORB TAX 

MONTGOMERY. Ala. — |AV- 
Attempt* ^by merchant* to ab¬ 
sorb The Hate'* new 2 per cent 
Tri e t t mr> rr wn fw w onday-may 
be punished with fine* or Im¬ 
prisonment. 

Section 24 of the new law 
reads: 

'll shall be unlawful for any 
person, firm, corporation, a»*o- 
clation or co-parlncrship en¬ 
gaged In a business for which a 
ixrnse is required by this act 
(o fail or refuse to add lo the 
laic price and collect from the 
purchaser the amount dur by the 
taxpayer, ... or who shall re¬ 
fund any or all part of the 
amount collected or absorb or 
advertise dnectly or Indirectly 
the absorption or refund or said 
tax or any portion of same” 

Briefly, the tax it mandatory 
Oh Uie eonaumrr. 

A person failing to collect the 
levy may be fined "not less than 
150 nor more than $100, or may 
be imprisoned in the county Jail 
for not more than six mhnlhs, 
or both." The Tax Commission 
may decline to piosecute for the 
first ollcnae if the violation was 
not wilful or flagrant. 


Ited distribution would start at the 
Redmont Hotel at 1 pm. Saturday 
and should be purchased by mer¬ 
chant* and not citizens. The initial 
ahlpment will go to those who ap¬ 
ply first. 

Mr. Long is In Birmingham for a 
Iwo-day "school" for 65 field i ep- 
iX’Xcnlatlves of the Stale Tax Com¬ 
mission for all countie* north of 
Chilton. 

Turn to Pag# 2, Column t 
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'NEwTax'tOKENS 
ARE RUSHED HERE 
F OR DISTR IBUTION 

Conory«Vd From Pag* 1 
H« csuffontd merchants not to 
purch*»«'toe many of th* brail 
j 6 mill and aluminum 1-mill tok- 
mi. and laid on# large chain In 
another itate had bought but a 
few dollari' worth. 

, thipmenti will continue to er- 
| rive at the rale of 1,000.000 token# 

I a day until the 25.000,000 ordered 
have been received. The Monday 
ehipmcnt will be ruehed to Mo¬ 
bile for dlitrlbutlon at the Caw- 
thon Hotel, and, dlitrlbutlon will 
begin simultaneously In tha 
emaller cities and towm. 

All order* for token* should be 
Mcompsnird by postoffice money 
mder. certified check or cashier* 
check made payable to the State 
Tax Commlsaion in the exact 
amount of the order. 

Regulation* governing admlnlstra- 
lion of the law will be available for 
release Saturday, It wae announced 
Long made the following elate- 
ment for tha information of mer* 
chant* and consumers: 

‘Ttfty one-mill aluminum tokaru 
In a roll. 10 rolla to the box, price 
50 cents per box. Such boxes wtll 
not be broken 

"Fifty flvf-mtll braaa tokens In a 
roll. 10 rolls tn the hex. price 12.50. 
The boxes priced 32.30 will be brok- 
end and sold In rolls of 30 each. 23 
cents per roll. 

"It is urged that ordars with prop¬ 
er remittance which must be caan, 
money order, certified check or 
rashler's check be placed Imme¬ 
diately eo that merchants and oilier 
vendors mav receive tokena at tha 
earliest poaalble moment to avoid in- 
convergence In collecting the tax. 

"The schedule for collecting tha 
lax applied to easel) aale is aa fol¬ 
lows: 

"On aale Involved. 2 een\a to ,*t, 
cent* Inclusive, ore l-mlll token; 
’• centa to 12 centa IncluaJve, two 
1-mlU tokens; 13 cents to IT cents 
Inclusive, three l-mlll tokenr, II 
cents to 22 cents Inclusive, four !• 
mill tokens, 13 cents Vo 27 -cent* in¬ 
clusive, one |*mlll Jokem 21 cent* 
to 12 -cents .Inclusive,, ons 1-mlU 
tpken and on* 1-mill token., .. 

■ *Tha asm* rsllo applies la larger 
aalea Voting „ the . tokens w(Uv,lbe 



proper coins when the ssla amounts 
to 41 cents or more.” 

In an analysis of the sales tax 
i law, The Associated Pres* gave the 
following ubia of purchases and the 
amount of Isa required: 

Five cent purchases, 1 mill tax: 
10 cents purchase, 2 mills tax; 13 
centa I mills; 20 rents. 4 mills, and 
23 cents, 3 mills One mill is added 
to the tax for every additional nick¬ 
el In tha purchase price. Purchase* 
for 1 and 2 cents will not be taxed, 
but purchases from 3 cents up must 
pay 

Exemption! Ineldd* purchase* of 
gasoline, tobacco, farm products sold 
by tha producer, aweet milk, butter¬ 
milk, meal, flour, aldemeat, sugar, 
coffee, water, gaa electricity, news- 
pspen or soch service* as dry clean- 
log. laundry work, barbaring, beau¬ 
ty parlor work, etc 


March 6 

400,000 Tokens 
Added Here And 
More ToXome 


Foui-hundred thousand sale* talf 
tokens were sdded to those in cir¬ 
culation In Birmingham today, vs 
Stale T*x Commission represent¬ 
ative* distributed that number to s 
wailing liine about a block and a 
half at the Rcdmont Hotel Saturday 
morning. 

Commission officials ajumunced 
that several hundred thousand were 
expected m Satin day night or early 
Sunday, and that they would be dis¬ 
tributed beginning kt 9 a.m. Sun¬ 
day. 

Saturday airport ionment raised the 
total given out here tn over the 2.- 
000.000 mark. Ovtt tlje state the 
rate of distribution wai set at over 
1,000,000 a day. 

Employment of the tokens »* 
poker chips and as a medium of 
schcrolground small-fry gambling Is 
holding up general circulation 
somewhat, Stale Tax Commission of- 
flclAli here declared. t“ — • 

“While such practice* have not 
reached serious proportion* by any 
means,*' said one, “at the asm* time 
they are slowing up the process of 
exchange. 

"Then, too, there are a few store¬ 
keeper* who have mistakenly as¬ 
sumed that tha token* had to be re¬ 
tained and turned over to the alate 
In payment of the aalei tax. We 
cannot sires* too atrongly that tax 
payments may be made by check 
or currency—In fact, payments are 
preferred that way In order to keep 
the token* In circuliUon," 


IflOOlKENF 

Limm. 

40I1TESI® 


jShorfafl e~S uppfyTca'ds \ 
To Greater Demand For 
Aluminum Pieces — 


The 191)000 l-mlll eele* tax tok¬ 
ens received here this moaning by 
| the temporaly Slate-Tax Commit- 
! Sinn hcadqu;i rlei s m (hr Rcdmom 


A two-block waiting line that had j 
ftiinud outside the hole) southward 
along Twenty-Fii.t Street filed in. 
and with each cu.-tomci receiving a 
parkagr of 5O0 token* tfor 30 cental 
until the supply was exhausted. 

—Tf fcrCfrffl m terruiL ■qfttnxlx_went 

hot certain whether any more 
would be aenl here during the day. 

Yesterday a ration of 100.000 wa* 
lapped up in a half hour by gn Im¬ 
patient watting tine headed'by Jim- 
roy^Payur.. 'all-rugUi aildown 1-da. 
manakokrn* striker. 

Dlitrlbutlon of 3-mIT] braaa tok¬ 
en* wa* expected to begin tn Mo¬ 
bile. Montgomai.v -and her* today, 
accoi ding to The Associated Pres* 
The State Tax Commission re¬ 
ported recaVpt of the first consign- | 
ment of the half-rent lokena, and i 
said that 3,000,000 of the brass | 
pieces would be sold to busmens I 
. concerns over the slate in the next I 

tfrw biTj;-“I | 

Twanty million of the 1-miU ind> 
3,000 000 3-mill token* weie ordered 
fiom a Cincinnati concern last 
week They will be off ered to the 
public e* aoon as they Tr? aviD- 

shle. - — -— --- 

a • a 

Stienge jpy, it may seem, 'some 
cluzeiu are 1 finding th* tokens very 
useful. 

'They make good poker chips."! 
said N O. Harkey, nigljt-rtirpateh-w^ 
er of Delta Air Lines at Muniripal^ 
Airport. 

’ is • * 

A couple of ptartivaLjx’Ke-lo'yiC 
*ei)U have found them "swell Am 

tipping.” 
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BrassTokens To 
Arrive Here For 
Merchants' Use 


| Henry Ding. chairman nf Hu- 
, Slate Tax CnmmiMKin, who wax in | 
1 the cily Saturday mid hr hud rr ; 1 
j reived word from Ihr manufartur* 

] er* in Cinemnaii that thi* br*»» half 
j cent-Vwken* would aruvr m Bit- 
I mingham Sunday for dixti ibutmn at 
I the Redmont Hotrl beginning at 8 
am. until the atipply ran nut. 

Mr. Long wild the brum token* 
are ju*( a bit imallrr than a dime 
ithey won't fit In a dime a lot ma¬ 
chine anywayl and arc »o!id bra** 
.\vlthout a hole In them The »lnp- 
fment to be distributed Sunday will 
j Include 200.000 to 2S0fiO0 of the 
bra** token* In addition to the mill 
token*. 

Whrn the »uppty nf token* ran 
out Saturday in dutribution by the 
Lax agcnla a total of 3.1HO.OO0 had 
been placed In the hand* of mer- 
I chant* and builnra* men here, 


Dr* Em»trm and Mllllean not 
withstanding. the age-old mathemal- 
leal Impnailblllly of "aauaimg the 
circle" ha* been aolvefl—in Ala¬ 
bama. 

It* another by-product of the 

aaletMax token* 

Regulation* token* In Alabama 
have a round hole In them. Mimii- 
»IppI'* token ha* a square hoi*,— 
Louisiana* a triangular hole. 

Imagine then the *urprl»e nf an 
Alabama merchant whrn he found 
an otherwi»e regulation atate tok¬ 
en with a aquare hole. Tax Com¬ 
mission authorltle* aald It would 
not be a counterfeit breaute they 
coat more than 1 mill to make. 

They decided aome mathematician 
had "equared the circle,—with a 
file. 


Tax Tokens Will Be Redeemable , 

And They re Legal In Mississippi 


»Y DANNY DANENBCRQ . Mr. Lon, aald he had placed an 
Jn caae you happen to be one of Initial order with a firm In Clncin- 

* - - 1 f>»H for 20.000,000 of the 1 -mlH tok¬ 

en* and S,000,000 of the bra*. 3-mill 


the many conaumrra In the alate 
that feel that you've prubably been 
"token in" by the new atate aalee 
tax. you have the word of Henry 
f-^nf. State Tax Commlnalnn chair¬ 
man, that the money will be on 
hand to rrdc^m each iind 
token whrn the law explrea, 

"Every tent the Tax Commlaalon 
rtcclvea from aalea nf the tokena 
to merchant* and other bualnea* 
man la placed in a apeclal fund 
that under the atate law can be 
u»ed for one purpote only—re¬ 
demption of the tokena," Mr Long 
■who wax at the Redmont Hotel Sat¬ 
urday, aald. 

,Tha Tax Commlaalon chairman 
Mid many peraona were under the 
impreailon that a large force of 
extra elate employe* waa neeeaaary 
for distribution or thf token* or lo 
rmorct collection of the m!c« Ux 
fro® -merchant* throughout the 
itate, but ao far It haa not been 
neeeaaary to hire even one addi¬ 
tional atate employe for thla pur- 
P©ee "We have been working day 
end night to make an equal dUtrf- 
button of the tokena throughout the 
atate for convenience of the people, 
and ae far, Including thoet dla- 
tributed Saturday, 11 , 000,000 of the 
I-mill tokena have been placed In 
tha handa of the merchant*,* Mr. 
Lon* eeld. ,, . -, r) j 

• "Sunday ere Win * receive 4 ahlp- 
ment for Birmingham of, *©m# 
tokeni,‘whlch 
Si? , b T. <1 i nrl , but * d ft th« Redmont 
—' ina t nf , t j >(im the 


Hota begi 
4fuppiR-«Ty 
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loki-ti*. with an option of ui dering 
l!,0t>0.000 additional tokena In ca»c 
they are ntt-drd. 

The Slute Tax Commission chair¬ 
man *ald Saturday that a* far a* 
dutribution of the 1 -mil l token* 
wa* conrernrjl he felt that the 
aaturation point in dutribution had 
been reached here, a* ahown by the 
fact that tinea of merchanta more 
than two block* long formrd to re- 
ceiva thrm when the firat ship- 
menU arrived, but now the mer¬ 
chant* only drop In at Interval*. 

When dlatrlbutlon at the Red¬ 
mont Hotel la completed the banka 
here have readily agreed to keep a 
aupply of the tokena on hand for 
convenience of their merchant and 
bualne** cuatomer*. 

Another new angle to the distri¬ 
bution of the tokena waa learned 
from the State Tax Conqmlulon 
h*»d—that under An agreement 
wilh the Ux commlaalon In Miaala* 
alppt, Alabamian* traveling In that 
*Ule can u»« them thrre, and like- 
wlae 1 t’a perfectly legal for mer¬ 
chant* In Alabama to accept MlaaLi- 
alppl talc* u* tokena, 

“It la the duty of tha State Tax 
Commlaalon to enforce all tax law* 
P«**ed by the State Legislature, and , 
naturally there la always gome reJ 
MnUnent'agalnrt a new Ux of any n 
kind, but | want to uy for the mer- 
chanU of Birmingham, they have 
accepted thla tax in. a fine cooper- 
aUve aplfit which aa head of tha 
Blau Tax qomn^iew I rreeUy ap- 


A 

Note this one 
in particular 


Argument Over 
Sales TaxTokens 
Blamed In Killing 


March 


22 


j DHEF.NVILLt Ala,-An ar*u* 

mmt over making change of aalra 
tax tnkrn* waa blamed today for 
tUc "laying Sunday of K L. Taaroo. 
Uieenville grocer, for which Bd- 
ward Owen, Negro, la balog held la 
Jail here. ., 

Officer* aald they were tekd the 
Nrgro and the 70-year-old atore- 
keeper became Involved In an artva- 
jaeni over »alc* Ux charge* on ■ 
•mall puicha»e and that th# Negro 
• tiurk the gioeer with hla flat. 

The cuatomer fled after the fight. 
A few hour* later Owraa Wa* ar* 
re»ied at Klomaton, Ala. , 

Teague l» Auvlved-, by the widow 
and two ton*, Robert pod , Jamee 
Teague. 1 ' \ , r V *' • 



20 The Mississippi - Alabama 

Agreement (?) 

Merlin K. Malehorn (L-279) 

On the preceding pages, Jim Farris' articles from the Birmingham 
News, 1937, are reproduced. The article from the March 14 issue 
states that there was an agreement between Mississippi and Alabama 
to accept each other's tokens. This is not the first time that 
such an agreement has been the subject of an inquiry or discussion, 
so I thought it would be interesting to follow up with the two 
states to see if there were any records of such an agreement. 

Reproduced below is the substance of my letter to the two 
states. This one was to Alabama; the one to Mississippi was the 
same except for exchanging the names of the states. 

Reproduced on the following two pages are the responses I 
received. The booklet provided by Mississippi is the one by 
Wheeless, of which we are already aware. 

As you can see, neither state has any evidence of such an 
agreement and in fact neither believes that such an agreement 
existed. On the other hand, the newspaper reported the Chairman 
of the Tax Commission said there was. I suppose there are several 
possible explanations of this discrepancy. Maybe there was an 
agreement, but it is so long ago that there are no records and 
memories are not accurate. Maybe the agreement was informal 
and_of the nature suggested in the Alabama letter. Maybe the 
Chairman of Tax Commission had - initiated the idea and anticipated 
a favorable response at the time of the newspaper article, only 
to be turned down by Mississippi. Who knows--one of the many 
unknowns.yet to be resolved by those of you who are interested 
in pursuing the matter further. Maybe one of you Mississippi 
or Alabama members could get ahold of your representative in the 
state legislature and pursue the matter in the State Archives 
instead of with the Tax Commission or Department of Revenue. 

Extract from my letter: 


What I am interested in particularly is to track down some information 
if it still exists in the files or archives. The attached article from 
the. Birmingham News of March 14, 1937, is relevant. It says that the 
Chairman of the (Alabama) Tax Commission said there was an agreement with 
Mississippi about the use of sales tax tokens from each other's state. 

It stands to reason that merchants in Mississippi would not have agreed to 
accept Alabama tokens unless there was some regulation from the State 
of Mississippi that said they could do so and the State would honor them. 

I presume there must have been some provision also for the redemption of 
them and exchange in bulk with Alabama. 

What I would like to track down is the regulation(s) that would have 
pertained to this matter. In addition, I would like to track down the 
formal agreement, and any correspondence related thereto, with the 
State of Alabama. 




GUY HUNT 
Governor 
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JAMES M. SIZEMORE. JR. 

Commissioner 

WHIT GUERIN 
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Assistant Commissioner 
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American Tax Token Society 
6837 Murray Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 

Dear Mr. Malehorn: 

This is in reply to your letter dated December 18, 1987 requesting informa¬ 
tion concerning an agreement between Alabama and Mississippi for the 
redemption or exchange of sales tax tokens. 

Please be advised the Sales Tax Division does not have any files dating 
back to 1937 which pertain to sales tax tokens. However, upon contacting 
several retired employees who were responsible for mailing out and redeem¬ 
ing sales tax tokens, it appears there was no formal agreement between 
Alabama and Mississippi concerning the acceptance of each others tokens. 

It is my understanding .that occasionally Mississippi tokens were erroneously 
mixed in with Alabama tokens that were brought in for redemption. Since 
the Mississippi tokens were a very small percentage of total tokens, 
they were redeemed along with the Alabama tokens. 

If you should have any questions concerning this matter, please feel 
free to contact our office. 


Sincerely, 

SALES AND USE TAX DIVISION 

Cl oL . 


(J , 


James L. Smith 
Local Tax Supervisor 


JLS:jmm 






STATE TAX COMMISSION 


Post Office Box 1033 
Jackson, Mississippi 39205 

William A, Wilkerson 
Associate Commissioner 

Nicki Martinson January 11, 1988 

Associate Commissioner 


C. A. Marx, Ph.D. 
Chairman 


American Tax Token Society 
6837 Murray Lane 
Annadale, Virginia 22003 

Attention: Merlin K. Malehorn 


Gentian en: 

This is in response to your letter of December 28, 1987 asking about our 
tokens. We can find no record of what happened with the accepting of Alabama 
tokens in Mississippi and the acceptance of Mississippi tokens in Alabama. We 
have a booklet on the tokens that we are enclosing. This is the only informa¬ 
tion that we have on the tokens. 


We trust this is the desired information. If we can be of further assistance, 
please do not hesitate to call upon us. 


Sincerely, 




Jerry Miles, Assistant Chief 
Sales & Use Tax Division 


JM:md 


From time to time, there have been some comments in the newsletter about 
information in an article of Paul Hamm in the Calcoin News. Provided below is 
a reproduction of that article, from the March 1957 issue. This article is not 
as long and detailed as Herb Rowold's in the November 1956 issue of Numismatic 
Scrapbook Magazine . Nonetheless, it's a good overview for its time. . . Editor 



FIG. ! — I, Arizona; 2 and 3, lllinoii; 4, Utah. 
Photographs, by Dr. C. Glenn Curtis, enlarged three-sixteenths. 


Sales Tax Tokens 

By PAUL H. HAMM, San Diego 


This year approximately $4 billion 
will be paid into the several state 
treasuries in the form of state sales 
tax, which, it has been estimated, is 
about half of all the income that the 
states will collect from their citi 2 ens. 

Did you know that the state sales 
tax is a very recent form of taxa¬ 
tion. having first been inaugurated 
in 1920, although as a form of taxa¬ 
tion it had been considered as early 
as the first half of the 19th century 
by the U.S. Government? 

After the close of World War I, 
the automobile, which, until that 
time was more a contraption used 
by the wealthier people, and, at some 
times, was an unreliable means of 
arriving at a destination, started 
getting more generally in use and 
was fast putting Old Dobbin into 
retirement. With the advent of the 
automobile, the problem of roads 
suitable for faster travel, and travel 
in all kinds of weather, began to be 
felt. Therefore, all the states started 
thinking of bettering their already 
existing roads by widening, straight¬ 
ening and surfacing them. This, how¬ 
ever, cost money, and it was up to 
the states to find a way to raise it. 

In 1920 it was decided that if a 
sales tax were put on gasoline, the 
ones using the improvements would 
pay their cost. 


Thus we find in 1920 a new form 
of taxation which has grown from 
a cent on each gallon of gas sold 
to the present-day tax on every item 
sold, which averages about 3%%. 
The rate varies in different states; 
also, what is taxed. Some states, 
such as California, do not place a 
sales tax on foodstuffs, while others, 
such as Kansas, do. Some states even 
go so far as to collect sales tax on 
rent, sale of property, stocks and 
bonds; in fact, on anything that is 
exchanged or used. 

Not until 1933, however, was there 
any great need for the states to 
change their way of taxation, as the 
old and tried methods were adequate 
for keeping their budgets pretty well 
balanced. 

After trying to weather the great 
depression of 1930 for three years, 
with the national income way down 
and the cost of keeping people at 
work through such projects as NRA, 
CWA, PWA, etc., it not only used 
up the alphabet but depleted state 
treasuries. 

In the 24 months from July 1933 
to July 1935, we find 24 states pass¬ 
ing state sales tax laws to replenish 
coffers scraped clean by relief de¬ 
mands. All these were called emer¬ 
gency tax laws, supposedly to be 
used only for a short time, but either 
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the . emergency has lasted a longer 
time than expected, or our lawmak¬ 
ers felt they had too good a thing 
to relinquish. At any rate, we find 
now,; 22 years • later, we still have 
not only a sales tax but one that is 
considerably higher. 

These laws, although probably born 
from sheer necessity, met with a lot 
of opposition. The man in the street 
started grumbling when he found he 
was supposed to pay a tax of two 
cents on a dollar purchase and that 
when he bought a 10-cent article, he 
was taxed a cent. Bear in mind there 
was a depression on, and to be 
charged even part of a cent was 
not taken without a great deal of 
protest. 

In the spring of 1935, in 44 cities 
and hamlets in the state of Illinois, 
there appeared tokens issued by civic 
organizations, chambers of commerce 
and in one case, a Lions Club, a 
metal token good for % cent to be 
used for sales tax payments and 
redeemable at designated places such 
as banks, chambers of commerce or 
other business clubs, for face value. 

These, the first sales tax tokens 
to make their appearance, were the 
forerunners of a great many more 
from 12 states that were to plague 
the people for several years to come. 

The Illinois Provisional tokens, as 
they are now called, probably are 
the most interesting and certainly 
are the hardest to complete. 

There really is very little known 
about the Illinois Provisionals, the 
exact date they made their appear¬ 
ance or which towns first issued 
them, although they all made their 
appearance almost simultaneously in 
the early spring of 1935. They also 
were very short-lived, as they were 
replaced by the Illinois State tokens, 
which were issued the first week of 
July 1935. 

All 44 varieties bear the inscription 
Va -cent, which again no one can ex¬ 
plain, as that would require a token 
for a 12 , /4-cent purchase. The tax in 
Illinois was 2%. Each has the city’s 
name, where it was good and the 
place it could be redeemed. Some 
were redeemable in U.S. money; 
others, good for 14-cent in trade. 
This would seem to make those 
issuing them guilty of counterfeit¬ 
ing, as it is unlawful for anyone 
other than the U.S. Government to 


issue a coin or token to be used in 
general circulation. 

Among these, we find the greatest 
rarities of any of the tokens issued. 
No one knows, it seems, how many 
were issued by each city, and it is 
supposed the biggest share of them 
were destroyed when they were su¬ 
perseded by the state tokens. And, 
too, they were made of metal; cop¬ 
per, brass and aluminum. So it is 
probable a great many were melted 
up in 1941 for scrap metal. 

As early as 1938, Di Bello, a well- 
known numismatist, started a collec¬ 
tion of tokens and compiled a want 
list, now out of print, which is a 
very desirable authority on the sub¬ 
ject. About 1941, George Magee of 
Philadelphia and also the late Herb 
Rowald of Kansas City had accumu¬ 
lated a great number of these tokens. 
Rowald started compiling all the 
data he could find so he could put 
into print enough information about 
them and have available a workable 
listing. Unfortunately, he died before 
he had it completed. Wayne John¬ 
ston of St. Louis informs me that he 
was given permission by Mrs. Ro¬ 
wald to go through Herb’s material, 
and is now working on a listing of 
Illinois Provisionals that, I hope, will 
be released soon. 

Ralph A. Mitchell of Palo Alto is 
another who has been a long-time 
collector of tax tokens. He still has 
most of the varieties and quite a 
stock of them. Ralph has helped me 
a great deal with my collection and 
I probably have some I never could 
have obtained except for his help. 

The token that has been consid¬ 
ered rarest is the Astoria, only 10 
being known. However, I believe the 
El Paso and the Roanoke are rarer 
than the Astoria. Just try to find 
one! 

On July 1, 1935, Illinois issued the 
first state sales tax token, which 
was made of aluminum in the value 
of lVs mills. Just three weeks later 
(July 29, 1935), Henry Morgenthau 
Jr., then secretary of the treasury, 
ordered the state to withdraw them, 
as they too closely resembled the 
dime. He also warned that it was 
the prerogative of the U.S. Govern¬ 
ment only to issue coins. Ames, Illi¬ 
nois state finance director, ordered 
the round one discontinued and 
issued a square one in its stead, but 
failed to recall the round ones. This. 
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resulted in confusion, as some mer¬ 
chants refused to accept them while 
others continued to do so. 

As I have said before, this form 
of taxation never has been popular, 
not only making the consumer un¬ 
happy about paying it, but also the 
businessman because of the extra 
book work and trouble of collecting 
it. So in Illinois, the state sales tax 
law was taken to the courts and 
early in the fall of 1935, the Illinois 
State Supreme Court handed down 
a decision declaring the tax illegal. 
Not to be daunted, however, and 
greatly in need of this income, the 
legislature quickly passed a “retail¬ 
er’s occupational tax” of 3% which 
raised the tax 1% and was to be 
levied on the gross sale of all mer¬ 
chandise sold. 

For a short time after the enact¬ 
ment of this occupational tax, no 
attempt was made to pass it on to 
the consumer. Finally, the large de¬ 
partment stores hit upon the idea of 
posting notices in their stores that 
“3% will be added on all quoted 
prices to cover the added expense 
of doing business in Illinois”. This 
phrase also was carried in newspaper 
advertisements. Before long, every 
business concern in the state Vvas 
collecting a non-existent sales tax,- 
and tokens were being used. The use 
of the tokens, however, lasted only 
a short time and within a year they 
were practically non-existent. 

About the same time all this was 
going on in Illinois, four other states 
also were readying a system of sales 
tax collection by use of tokens. On 
Aug. 26, 1935, Missouri’s famous 

“milk bottle top” tokens made their 
appearance. This state, having de¬ 
cided to use tokens, found that a 
printed cardboard could be obtained 
quickly and cheaply, so an order 
was given for a round cardboard 
token printed only on one side in 
denominations of 1 and 5 mills. When 
people received cardboard disks in 
change for their tax cent, the reac¬ 
tion was varied, with the usual 
gripes and humorous comments we 
Americans invariably make when 
something new comes out. 

The terms “cooty money”, “china 
money” and “smidgets” were used 
in reference to these tokens. The 
Republicans around St. Louis seized 
on them for political purposes and 
printed on the backs, “Vote Repub¬ 
lican and end the sales tax in Mis¬ 


souri”. The second' issue was made 
smaller and the backs were printed, 
showing what the tax was being 
used for. But the cardboard soon was 
found to be very unsatisfactory as 
the tokens quickly wore out and 
showed soil. The state next put a 
law into effect, June 8, 1937, that 
Missouri-mined zinc was to be used. 
These were issued in 1 and 5 mills 
and were used until metal became 
scarce in 1941. Then plastic was 
substituted and is still being used, 
Missouri being one of only two 
states still using tokens to collect 
its tax. However, nearly all the 
stores are using the bracket system 
except the 5 and 10 cent stores or 
others handling small sales. 

Washington, Colorado and New 
Mexico also began issuing tokens in 
the summer or early fall of 1935. 

With the appearance of these to¬ 
kens in five states by September, 
Secretary of the Treasury Morgen- 
thau again issued warnings to the 
states that it was unlawful for any¬ 
one other than the U.S. Government 
to issue a coin or token to be used 
in general circulation. He also in¬ 
formed them that the U.S. Govern¬ 
ment would start coining V^-cent 
and 1-mill pieces which would be 
placed in general circulation; there¬ 
by, a legitimate coin could be used 
for the collection of tax. The late 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt de¬ 
signed these two coins. The V 2 cent 
was to have a hole in the center and 
the 1 mill was to be square. When 
submitted to the House Coinage 
Committee, however, it balked and 
refused to act. The states, the com¬ 
mittee said, could shift for them¬ 
selves. So Uncle Sam watched four 
states defy his ban but did not 
prosecute. 

Washington decided to issue to¬ 
kens early in the summer of 1935 
but was late getting them started. 
They were not placed in circulation 
until August of that year, which 
gave rise to another provisional. The 
merchants in need of making change 
when collecting the tax on less than 
dollar sales decided not to wait for 
the state issue, but to make some 
of their own. Several cities in Wash¬ 
ington issued cardboard or wooden 
tax token scrip to be used until the 
state got its tokens into circulation. 
These are all quite rare and are 
very hard to find. 
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, — I, Arizona; 2, New Mexico; 3, Colorado; 4 and 5, Oklahoma; 6 and 8, Missouri 
7 and 10, Utah; 9 and 12, Washington; II, Colorado, Sizes increased one-fourth. 
Photography by Dr, C. Glenn Curtis. 













When the state of Washington did 
get its tokens into circulation, they 
first were made of cardboard and 
for one-fifth cent. Later that year 
they were made of aluminum and 
bore the date 1935 and stated that 
they were for the tax on a 10-cent 
or less purchase. In 1941, the tokens 
were made from fiber and bore the 
date 1941. Plastic later was adopted 
and was used until tokens were dis¬ 
continued. 

Colorado first issued the square 
aluminum token in September 1935. 
Later they were changed to round 
aluminum and in 1941, to fiber, and 
then to plastic. 

The New Mexico tax law of May 
1934 provided for the use of tokens; 
however, none was issued until the 
fall of 1935. Dated 1935, 1-mill alu¬ 
minum and 5-mill copper were the 
first used. Plastic was substituted in 
1942. 

In the next four years the seven 
other states which have used tokens 
issued them, Kansas and Mississippi 
in 1936; Oklahoma, Alabama. Utah, 
Louisiana and Arizona in 1937. The 
greatest number of varieties are to 
be found in the Oklahoma and Ala¬ 
bama tokens, with eight each. The 
different states had different ideas 
as to composition of the material 
from which to make their tokens. 
At one time or another, cardboard, 
fiber, rubber, copper, brass, alumi¬ 
num and plastic was used. 

Starting sometime in 1941, their 
popularity began to wane and one 
state after another discontinued their 
use. When Mississippi, in 1952, took 
the token law from its books, all but 
Oklahoma and Missouri had changed 
over to the bracket system. Okla¬ 
homa and Missouri are the only 
states that still call for the sales 
tax to be collected with tokens; 
however, according to J. D. Dunn, 
chairman of the Oklahoma Tax Com¬ 
mission, no tokens have been sold 
from his office since 1952, although 
a supply is still kept on hand. 

Two more states should be men¬ 
tioned, California and Kentucky. Al¬ 
though there never was a state to¬ 
ken issued in either, provisional 
tokens were used in both. These were 
issued and used by merchants for a 
short time to collect the tax on pur¬ 
chases from their places of business. 
All were of cardboard except for a 
very scarce one of copper put out 
by an ice company in Louisville, Ky. 


Ohio also had a system which should 
be included in the sales tax tokens, 
but since no metal token ever was 
issued, I will not go into it at this 
time. .1 also have two tokens from 
Nebraska which I will mention. 
Nebraska never has had a sales tax 
nor has it had a bonded debt. Nebra¬ 
skans are proud of this fact. To poke 
fun at the states that were using 
the tokens, someone in Nebraska 
issued tokens on which are printed 
this information: On one side, "We 
don’t take funny money in Nebra¬ 
ska"; on the other, the facts of the 
state’s financial well-being are well 
publicized. 


When the states discontinued the 
use of tokens, they called them in 
and a redemption period was set. 
The tokens redeemed by the state 
then were destroyed. 

The subject of token varieties 
could be gone into, but space will 
not permit it here. Suffice it to say 
that there are two types of plastic, 
transparent and opaque; there are 
large and small letter varieties, etc. 

So here we find a coinage by the 
states that covers a period of about 
20 years, and although the U.S. Gov¬ 
ernment certainly never sanctioned 
the tokens, nevertheless they were 
in circulation and in some cases were 
even used as legal tender. 

-CSNA- 


Pleasant Plains, IL 
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From a small hoard 
recently discovered. 

1/10* CB. New *17.50 
l/10t CB. Used 114.50 

Henry Kundig brass tokens. 19th 
Century Illinois. 

2 varieties XF $10.00/pr. 

Limited availability. 

World Exonumia 
Rich Hartzog 
POB 4143 
Rockford, IL 61110 
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WHAT DO YOU WANT? I have quite a few sales tax tokens in stock. 
Most of them are fairly common, but there are some that are not 
so easy to find. Most are in very good or better condition, 
although some are not. The five price lists I've had in recent 
past newsletters are only a sample of my stock. If you are 
interested in finding some sales tax tokens, send me a want list. 
I'll tell you what I have, condition, and my asking price. 

I can't do much for you for scarce, rare and unique pieces, 
but otherwise I may have something you need. Merlin K. Malehorn, 
6837 Murray Lane, Annandale, VA 22003. 


Letters 


Fred Reding (R-320, Lake Wylie, SC) writes that he is at a 
dead end in his efforts.to learn something about the dyes or pigments 
used to color the plastic tokens. He also writes that he believes 
the report (see clipping from Kansas City Star , December 3, 1985 
in Clippings, Vol. 1) _that Kansas dropped the use of tokens in 1939 
is incorrect. He was in Kansas in June 1940 and the tokens were very 
much m use although he does recall discussion that their use was 
soon to be discontinued. He is certain of the date because it was 
shortly after the fall of France and the British evacuation from 
Dunkerque. 


In January, the Editor received a letter from Mr. Jurgen 
Sdmod, Frederiksberg, Denmark. Mr. Sdmod was interested in some 
information about ATTS. In response, several pieces of information 
were provided. _In_return, Mr. Sdmod has joined ATTS. He has 
written about his interests in tokens, and his letter is reproduced 
in full on a following page. 

A contact was also made by Mr. Herman Boraker, Rocky 
Ford, CO, who was sent some information and newsletter material. 

In response, he provided a copy of a newspaper article from 
February 1938, and a remembrance of his father's experience with 
tokens. His letter is also reproduced in full on a following page. 

Mike Florer (R-409, Lincoln, NE) has provided a copy of the 
form used in Iowa in 1937 for the merchant to send to the state 
his quarterly collection of sales taxes. Iowa didn't use tax tokens, 
of coursinstead, the state went directly to a bracket system of 
2%. A copy of the Retail Sales Tax Return is provided on a following 
page. Since this is the merchant's file copy, he probably wasn't 
too worried about the entries in block 2 and simply entered the gross 
amount in block 4 without completing the "cents" column. Presumably, 
the total of his taxable sales in the quarter was $155.00, on which 
the sales tax was $3.10. On the back of the form are some questions 
about any changes in the ownership, location, trade name, or business 
status. 





Jorgen Somod 

Chr. Richardts YeJ 4 

DK 1951 Frederiksberg C 

Denmark 8th february 1988 


American Tax Token Society 
6837 Murray Lane 
Annandale, YA 22oo3 
U.S.A. 


Lear Mr. Malehorn, 

Thank you very much for the many papers you sent me about 
the ATTS. I am collecting all thinkable tokens, which can 
be used for payment in any way. I find it interesting to 
see, the different ways tokens are used all over the world. 
Separate I send you 0 5,- for membership dues. 

Here in Denmark we have hundreds of terrible taxes, but use 
of tax tokens are unknown by us except - - - 

In the last part of the 18th century the Jewish nation in 
Denmark (they were called so at that time) had an intern 
tax for ritual schSchted meat. They had to pay 2 skilling 
tax for one pund meat. It was hard for young poor Jews to 
pay this tax and they could then get a special token as a 
present from elder Jews to pay this tax: On a Danish one 
skilling 1771, a coppercoin 28 mm is an octagonal counter¬ 
stamp wherein is a three-lined text in hebrew: 

n Behama Creature 

1^3' Koscher clean 

3 p IP Copenhagen 

I have been looking for that token in 3o years. I have not 
found it yet. It 1 b unique in The Royal Coin and Medal Col¬ 
lection in Copenhagen. 


Sincerely 
^—Jcrgen Semod 



Herman L Boraker 


P. 0. Box 204, Rocky Ford,Colo. 81067 (303) 254-3038 


Dan, 27, 1988 
7:42 PM 45 


Mr. Merlin Malehorn 
ATT5 Editor 
6837 Murray.Lane 
Annandale, \I A 22003 


Dear Mr. Malehorn: 

Thank you for your kindness in sending me a copy of the ATTS 
Newsletter for Oct-Deco 1987 plus the Volume 1 of Clippings. 

I find both publications very interested and you are to be 
commended on both. 

Although I do not have the newspaper clipping itself I thought 
the following might prove of interest to ATTS members. 

The Rocky ford Daily Gazette-Topic 

Rocky Ford Colorado — Friday, February 11, 1938. 

Less Square Tokens Than Round Ones 

Denver- Try this on your friend: How many square tokens 
has Colorado purchased? And here's your answer; 17,343,000 
square ones. And the next thing asked probably will be how 
many round variety are there, with you keeping in mind the 
ready answer of 7,419,000, or about half as many round ones 
as square ones. 

Homer E. Bedford, State Treasurer, says that the State 
of Colorado already is the owner of thp grand total of 
24,793,000 tokens and that 23,321,000 of these are in cir¬ 
culation over the state and else where. There are 1,471,500 
tokens on hand at the capitol but only 30,500 of these are 
of the square design. 

"Despite the complaints about the inconvenience of the 
square tokens our office has less of that kind on hand now 
than at any previous time" Mr. Bedford said. 


I well remember when people in Colorado first started 
using the square sales tax tokens. My father, who was blind, 
ran a small Tobacco and Newspaper stand in Rocky ford (from 
1928-1958) and he had to make an extra bin in the change 
drawer for the tokens. There were certainly many uncompli¬ 
mentary remarks about the tokens when they first usedi 
ANA 15793 CWNA 4 AVCC 1 CCRT 156 
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_ DUPLICATE 

(Keep This Copy For “Your Files) 


STATE OF IOWA 

RETAIL SALES TAX RETURN 

Iowa State Board of Assessment and Review 
RETAIL SALES TAX DIVISION 
Des Moines, Iowa 

PERMIT NO___ 

RETAILER’S NAME_ 



For Quarterly 

Period Ending Sept. 30, 1937 


Keep Th is Copy For Your Files 

DUPLICATE 

NOT ACCEPTABLE AS A RETURN 


HEAD INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY BEFORE FILLING OUT RETURN 


Do Not 
Send Cash 
or 

Postage 

Stamps 


Remittance must be in form of 
Check, Draft or Money Order 
and made payable to the 
TREASURER OF THE 
STATE OF IOWA 


NO. COMPUTATION OF 

1. Total Gross Sales For Period (See Papp 

TAX 



2. DEDUCTIONS: 

(a) Sales of services. 



i 

IMPORTANT 

(b) Sales for purpose of resale or processing. 

(c) Sales in Interstate Commerce 



Penalty 

Attaches 

After 

October 20, 

1937 

See 

"Penalties” 

Page 4 



(d) Sales to U. S. Govt, and State of Iowa 



(e) Sales of Tangible Personal Property upon 
which special tax has already been paid to State 

(f) Sales of New Motor Vehicles and New Trail¬ 
ers which are required to be registered in Iowa.... 

(g) Trade-In Tangible Personal Property 

(included in Item 1). 







(h) Returned Goods, Discounts and AUowanrps 



(i) Bad Debts Charged Off. 



(j) Other Allowable Deductions (Explain Below) 

• 


3. Total Deductions (Total of Item 2) 


$ 


4. Net Sales upon which tax is to be comDUted 

7. 


5. Amount of Tax (2% of Item 4—See Instructions) 


/O 

6. Penalties—if any (See Page 4) To be figured on Tax Item No. 5 



7. Amount of Tax Plus Penalties. 

. i 




ANSWER ALL OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

A. Has name, address or ownership of business changed, or has business been discontinued during the quarterly period 
return?. If so, questions on Page 2 must be answered. 


B. 


C. 


covered by this 

Does this Return include Bales made at more than one location' 1 r» ... , , ___ 

ATTACHED TO AND FORM A PART OF THIS RETURN. .If filing a consolidated return, FORM ST-61 MUST BE 

At what address are books and records kept? (Give Street and Post Office Address). 


D. 


Are there any leased departments operating 
Departments’’ on page 2 must be filled in. 


at the location or locations covered by this Return ? 


If so, space for “Leased 


THIS IS YOUR COPY. RETAIN IT FOR YOUR FILES. 


THIS WITH YOUR CANCELLED CHECK IS YOUR RECEIPT. RECEIPTS ARE NOT ISSUED BY THE 
SALES TAX DIVISION, EXCEPT WHERE CASH IS PAID TO SALES TAX FIELD REPRESENTATIVE OR TO 
THE CASHIER AT THE DIVISION’S OFFICE IN DES MOINES, IOWA. 





















Page 4A The Kansas City Star, Monday, November 30, 1987 

Area news 


Leo Bledsoe (R-57, 
Hannibal, MO) sent in 
this clipping from the . 
Kansas City Star . Nice 
publicity! Tom Severn 
is one of our newer 
members and has already 
done some research for 
us on Kansas tokens. 


Old sales tax tokens 
intrigue a collector 


Coins seen as a bit of Americana 


By Jim Sullinger 

The Star's Topeka correspondent 


They were unpopular at the 
time and the law establishing 
them in Kansas was repealed in 


T o most people sales tax 
tokens are worthless re 
lies, a bad idea abandoned 
years ago. 

But for Thomas A. Severn of 
Topeka, one of a handful of col¬ 
lectors nationally, these pseudo- 
| coins are vintage Americana and 
i . a link to the past. 

For the last nine years Severn, 
45, a tax analyst for the Kansas 
Legislature, has been fascinated 
by them. 

Unlike coin collectors, who 
number in the thousands, tax 
token collectors are few. Severn 
said the American Tax Token 
Society has only 140 members. 

When he joined the Legisla¬ 
ture’s research staff in 1978, he 
inherited a small file on the 
state’s brief experiment with the 
tokens. 

“After the first few articles, I 
was hooked, ” he said. 

In 1937 Kansas issued a zinc 1- 
mill token about the size of a 
dime with a hole in the middle. A 
2-mill token was later minted. 
They were put into circulation as 
a way of paying the state’s new 
sales tax. 

Severn said a nickel soft drink 
| in 1937 also would have cost a 1- 
mill token in sales tax. Because 
■ 10 tokens equaled a penny, the 
soft drink buyer would have got¬ 
ten nine tokens in change for 6 
cents. Today the tax is rounded 
off to the nearest penny. 

Severn said people’s pockets 
often bulged with excessive to¬ 
kens, many of which went into 
glass canning jars or cigar boxes. 

“The reason why they aren’t 
worth much today is because 
millions and millions were made, 
and they just keep turning up,” 
Severn said. 


1939. 

He said the tokens were known 
as “Huxies” because they were 
issued under the administration 
of former Gov. Walter A. Hux- 
man, a Democrat. 

Severn said the tokens may 
have been the reason Huxman 
served only one term and was 
defeated for re-election. 

He said Missouri politicians 
also had trouble with their first 
issue of tokens in 1935. 

They were paper milk bottle 
caps made in Kansas City with 
“Missouri Retailers One Mill 
Sales Tax Receipt” stamped on 
one side. 

Severan said that was changed 
when Democratic leaders discov¬ 
ered Republicans in St. Louis 
were printing “Vote GOP and 
repeal the sales tax” on the blank 
side. 

He said their use also caused a 
shortage of milk bottle caps for 
Kansas and Missouri dairymen. 

Severn said a dispute lingers 
on whether the tokens were mon¬ 
ey. 

The right to mint money, ac¬ 
cording to the U.S. Constitution, 
is exclusively the federal govern¬ 
ment’s. 

Severn said a U.S. attorney 
general of that day thought the 
state tokens were illegal and 
suggested Congress approve a 
national token states could use. 

Lawmakers, however, rejected 
the idea and states went back to 
issuing their own. 

“Two days after the law went 
into effect, Kansas ran out of 
tokens,” Severn said. 

Although the exact number is 
unknown, he estimated that more 
than 60 million were distributed 
in Kansas. 
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Ads 

WANTED: OHIO sales tax material, cards, and receipts. 
Also, I collect N.C.O. club tokens from Vietnam. 
Please write with description and price if you have 
anything available. James W. Sanders, 21060 
Aberdeen Rd., Rocky River, OH 44116. 


BEGINNERS: Five dollars and a postage stamp will get 
you 20 different state issued sales tax tokens. 

Such a deali Tim Davenport, P.O. Box 614, Corvallis, 
OR 97339. 


EREE FREE FREE!!' 35 word ad in the next issue!!! 
Here's how: 1. Take out a piece of paper. 2. Write 
your ad. 3. Put it in a stamped envelope and mail it 
to ATTS Ads, P.O. Box 614, Corvallis, OR 97339. 


Ayaiiahie from Ye Editor - TAMS Journal reprints, courtesy of 
TAMS. A spiral-bound compilation is available for $1.25. 


o 


J. W. Baum, "Cessna’s Odd 26b Token," August 1968, 
p. 124 

Token used by Cessna in company cafeteria to collect 
sales tax. 


10b 


o Arlie R. Slabaugh, "Largest Token?" October 1968 
p. 143 

Discussion of Goldblatt tokens. 


10b 


o Jerry F. Schimmel, "A Reading and Resource List on 40b 
Sales Tax Items," December 1969, pp. 180-183 

List of many useful references for those wanting 
information beyond catalogs. 

o Jerry F. Schimmel, "More Readings on Tax Tokens " 

December 1970, p. 195 

Supplement to previous list. 

o Jerry Bates, "Sales Tax Tokens -- An Update " 

June 1971, pp. 105-108 

An overview of the various types of tokens. Printed 
with some change in ATTS Newsletters May-June 1971 
July-August 1971, November-December 1971. 

Jerry F. Schimmel, "Those Tax Tokens: Numismatics 
Philatelies, or What?" August 1971, pp. 138-143 

An overview of sales tax tokens. Reprinted in 
ATTS Newsletter October-December 1986. 


o 
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Organizational Report 


American Tax Token Society 
Secretary and Treasurer's Report 

Fourth Quarter, 1987 


FINANCIAL REPORT 


Previous Balance 


$ 2753.23 


Credits: Dues Payments Received. 185.00 

Books and Booklets Sold. 21.90 

Donations to ATTS (Thank You!). 6.4 5 

Interest. 34.76 


Debits: Postage for Books, Back Issues. 16.34 

Reimbursement on Book Posted to Merl... 5.27 

Newsletter Costs, #58 and Supplement... 266.51 


Current Balance 


$ 2713.22 


NEW MEMBERS 

R-412 Sam Petry, P.O. Box 167, St. John, IN 46373. 

R-413 Hugh Cooper, 6424 N. Bosworth Ave., Chicago, IL 60626. 
R-414 Harvey Thamm, P.O. Box 163, Stafford, TX 77477. 

R-415 Ron Houseknecht, 445 Roberts Ave., Glenside, PA 19038. 
R-416 Earl Dale, 42751 Florida Ave. Sp. 62, Hemet, CA 92344. 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS 

H-l George Magee, 74 Pasture Ln., Apt. 231, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010. 

R-276 Movin' Max Studley, 7887 N. La Cholla #2160, Tucson, AZ 85741. 
R-362 Michael Werda, 222 Deckbar Ave., Apt. 136, Jefferson, 

LA 70121. 


!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 1 !' 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ' 1 i ' '' i i ' i i i i i i i m i i i i i i i i i i 



DON'T FORGET THAT A NEW YEAR IS HERE AND THAT DUES ARE NOW DUE 
AND PAYABLE... FIVE BUCKS FOR 1988, A GREAT NUMISMATIC BARGAIN! 
THIS WILL BE THE LAST ISSUE SENT OUT TO THOSE WHO HAVEN'T PAID 
FOR 1988... HERE'S THE ADDRESS... 



ATTS BUSINESS OFFICE 
P.O. BOX 614 
CORVALLIS, OR 97339 

IF YOU'RE SICK OF PAYING ANNUAL DUES, YOU MIGHT CONSIDER LIFE 
MEMBERSHIP IN ATTS... $100. IS ALL IT COSTS... (IF YOU'D LIKE 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP AND WANT TO PAY IN MONTHLY INSTALLMENTS, DROP 
THE SECRETARY A LINE AND WE'LL WORK SOMETHING OUT...) 













NEWSLETTER^— 

— JUN 88 V®! 


ATTS Editorial Office 
6837 Murray Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 


ATTS Business Office 
P.O. Box 614 
Corvallis, OR 97339 


In This Issue 

PRICES REALIZED - Kirtley, Schimmel 

NEW FINDS - Florida, Washington, Louisiana 

HISTORY - Arizona, Ohio, The British View, 
Political Anti-Tax Pieces 

TECHNICAL - Ohio, Oklahoma 

COLLECTIONS - American Numismatic Association 
ELECTION 

ORGANIZATIONAL REPORT 
LETTERS AND SUCH 
ADVERTISEMENTS 


Most of you should receive in this mailing a membership 
certificate, although I still have a few to complete and will have 
to send them out later. Founding members get a gold certificate as 
MEMBER. Other members get a white certificate. Honorary members 
get a gold with HONORARY MEMBER; Life members get a gold with LIFE 
MEMBER. If you've been in more than one of these categories, you 
should receive a certificate for each. If it didn't come out right 
for your situation, drop me a line and we'll work on the problem. 

Life and Honorary members will also receive a gold membership 

card. 


Everyone should also find in this mailing a MO milktop counter- 
stamped on the reverse as a member's token for 1988. I have a lot 
of these milktops lying around being unproductive so I thought maybe 
these membership tokens would at least be something to put in the 
"appendix", to your collection. 


... The Editor 




Prices Realized 


The following prices were realized in Kirtley’s mail bid 
sale that closed February 16. 


391. GOIDBIATT/l/2c/BR0S. Rev. RE¬ 
DEEMABLE/ IN/CASH. RD, BR. UNLISTED 

392. ROSSVILLE/REDEEMABLEi/B.M.A. Rev. 
TAX/l/4c/T0KEN. RD, AL. IL-79. 

393. ARCTIC/ICE CD./INCORPQRATED/LOUS- 
VILLE, KY. Rev. KENTUCKY SALES TAX/ 
CH/5c/ARCTIC ICE PURCHASE. RD, BR. 
KY-15. 

394. Same as last lot, but 10c. KY-16. 

395. CINCINNATI/WHEEL CAFE/OHIO (over 
and around spoked wheel). Rev. TAX 
PRE-PAID/5c/IN TRADE/VENDQR NO. 
3100115. RD, AL. PHOTO. 

396. KEEP TOKENS OUT OF TEXAS/FICSJT/ 
GENERAL/SALES/TAX. Rev. VOTE/FOR/ 
STANFORD/SMI TH/STATE REP./3. RD,AL. 

397. EMERGENCY TAX TOKEN/REDEEMABLE BY 
STORES PQR/ONE SALES TAX TOKEN/ 
CAIHLAMET COMMERCIAL CLUB. Rev. 
blank. Black on white cardboard. 
51x22mm. UNC. WA-34. 

398. Same as last lot, but black on 
orange cardboard. AU. WA-35. 

399. Same as last lot, but black on 
violet cardboard. EF. WA-36. 

400. Same as last lot, but black on 
green cardboard. EF. WA-37. 

401. TAX TOKEN/ONE-FOURTH CENT/IS¬ 
SUED AND REDEEMABLE BY/ARCOLA/AD- 
VERTISING CLUB/ARCOLA, ILL. Rev. 
blank. 50x3 7m black on red 
cardboard. VF fol;d in center. IL-9 

402. ASTORIA COMM./CLUB/ASTORIA, ILL. 
Rev. RED£EMABLEyi/4c. RD, AL. IL-11 

403. DEPUE/MERCHANrS. Rev. 1/4c. RD, 

BR. IL-20. 


none 

$4.29 

3.60 

3.60 

4.23 

5.50 

6.25 


6.25 

6.25 

2.06 

15.00 


36.05 

15.00 


404. IL, El Paso. l/4c. IL-22. VF. 

405. EL, Gillespie. Gillespie 
Merchants Ass'n. l/4c. IL-25. EF. 

406. (IL, Murphysboro.) Jackson Co. 
Sales Token. l/4c. Black on white 
cardboard. RECT. Large letters, 
large fraction. IL-28a. VF. 

407. Same as last lot but with large 
letters, snail fraction. IL-28b. VF 

408. Same as last lot, but an unlisted 
variety with stall letters, large 
fraction. EF. 

409. (IL, la Millie). La Moille Sales 
Tax Token. l/4c. Black on green 
cardboard. RECT. IL-36. EF but has 
a crease at top. 

410. (IL, Pinckneyville). Pickneyville 
Sales Token. l/4c. Black on white 
cardboard. RECT. IL-60. F/VF. 

411. Similar to last lot. IL-63. VF. 


10.00 

2.00 

6.75 

6.75 

6.35 

15.00 


4.02 

4.02 


412. (IL, Randolph County). Associated 
Retailers. Black on white cardboard 
IL-74a. UNC. 

413. (IL, Tiskilwa). Sales Tax Token. 
1/4c. Black on orange cardboard. 
1L-87. UNC. 

414. (IL, Jackson County). Daniel's 
Sales Token. l/4c. Black on orange 
cardboard. IL-121. UNC. 

415. (IL, Chicago). Unlisted variety. 
CHICAGO/PHILATELIC SOCIETY/BANQUET/ 
HOTEL LA SALLE/JAN 18, 1936. Print¬ 
ed in black scrip on the back of a 
Missouri Cne Mill cardboard token. 
RD. AU. 

416. (WA, Centrallia). Pioneer Days 
Celebration. Black cm orange card¬ 
board. RECT. IL-39. UNC. 

417. (WA Spokane). Spokane Retail 
Trade Bureau. 3% Tax Token. Black 
cm white cardboard. WA-50. UNC. 

418. WA, Stevenson. Emergency Tax To¬ 
ken. ONE FIFTH CENT. Black on orange 

cardboard. WA-51. UNC. 

419. (WA, Seattle). Eba's Mutual 
Piggly Wiggly. Black and red on 
green cardboard. WA-67. UNC but 
faded. 

420. (WA, Seattle). Rainier Packing 
Co. 1/5 CENT. Black on pink card¬ 
board. WA-76. UNC. 

421. (WA, Seattle). Rhodes Department 
Store. Green on white cardboard. 

WA-77. UNC. 

422. IXmhare Token. One Disme. RD, AL. 
D-l. UNC. 

423. Qinham Token. Chicago World's 
Efcie. 1/10 Cent. RD, BR. D-2. AU. 

424. NE, Qnaha. Tangier Temple. Anti¬ 
tax token. Red and blue on white 
cardboard. RD. NE-1. UNC. 

425. Unlisted Chicago Token. GOLDBLA 
/1/2C/BROS. Rev. REDEEMABLE/IN/ 

CASH. RD, BR. VF. 

426. Collection of Ohio Tax Chits. 

214 different paper and cardboard 
pieces mounted in an album. Most 
are in choice condition. A colorful 
and interesting disply. Write or 
call for more details. 

427. Michigan Sales Tax Licence. 1943. 
Orange and blue on tan oelluloidt?) 

70x150m. EF a few folds. 


$15.00 

15.00 

3.05 

10.00 

2.08 

none 

1.68 

3.65 

1.15 

1.38 

10.65 

none 

6.50 

12.00 

none 

none 



The following prices were realized in Jerry Schimmel's 
Mail Bid Sale #16 that closed on March 13. Figures in parentheses 
are the suggested value as given in the sales bulletin. 


(Schimmel. Chits t, Chislers nos.) 

1. AL—7(#14) white fibre, small 
"1" nice crisp UNCf scarce. (*12) 

2. CO—3<#10) brown fibre, unc 
( *4 ) 

3^Beardstown (IL#13) VF lustre 

4. Casey IL (#17) VG+ tiny digs 

obv, dirty. <*12) y 

5. El Paso IL (#22) abt EF (S20) 
A. Virginia IL (#91) VF+ stain 
obv (sS) 

7. MS—3 tc 4 (#5 S< 6) pair of 
crisp unc 1 hill fibres, white 
grey (S12) 

S^nS-5 (#7) red fibre 5 h. Ef 

9. NM-5 (#10) 5 M. error VF sml 
digs rev. (S5) 

''SI/* 12 ' 5 "• blk ' 


$16.00 

6.30 

6.00 

10.00 

11.00 

3.50 

18.00 

18.35 

7.35 

114.00 


11. , f anti no HA (#116) Thurston Co. 
t»ar# -HoriKev -to rt Unc (420) 

12. similar (#123} iwalklrtd «ten-#ey 
to rt, some fading obv. (S15) 

13. (#SM-1> Simplicity Tax Penny 
cop VF+ (#10) 

14. IL Provisionals 9 diff 
EF-Unc: St Anne, Moline al, WCMA, 
Ef’ham, J'ville, Herrin, 
Gillespie, Mattoon, L'ville KY 
10c (*16) 


15. More of Same: IB dif F-EF; 
Camb, Carb. Chari, Eff, Herr, 

Jksn Co, J , ville (3 dif), hank. 

La Sal, Litch, her Co, F'aris, 

Pike Co, ft.I. cop, St An, Un Co. 

( tiO) 

16. Mixed State Issues 24 pcs, 18 
dif (has ten diff plastics, 4 OK 
fibres) (*8> 


$ 20.00 

none 

none 

13.50 

18.75 

11.35 


New Finds 

The Editor 

FLORIDA 

l n News let ter 55 (Oct - Dec 1986) , I provided a picture and" 
some notes about "A First Cousin Once Removed?" that was provided 
by Terry Hines (President, State Revenue Society). It is an 
admissions ticket to a state park and specifically lists the 
state sales tax as part of the total fee. 


Frank Bennett (R-323, Jacksonville, FL) has provided this 
illustration of another admissions ticket from Tallahassee. 



". . . I've been watching for just such an item for 

a long while, with no luck at all, before turning 
up with this pictured piece. And even then, I 
almost threw it away before I realized what I had. 

"It's only about a 90-mile round trip up to the 
Park where I obtained this, and now I want to get 
back up there and pick up another, especially 
since the tax has gone up to .06 instead of .05, 
since I got this one back in December. 

"I've checked theatre, show and game tickets around 
the state for a long while, in hopes of finding 
such an item, but either they're very scarce, or 
I've been very unlucky." 


(More info on this in next issue - Editor) 








WASHINGTON 


Les Albright (R-188, Seattle, WA) recently reported a new 
anti-sales tax find. It is reproduced below, slightly reduced in 
size to fit on the page. It is on stiff paper, white, not thick, 
with a center hole. Les provided the following information: 

"Clarence Martin was governor from 1932-1941 and a Democrat. 
He was father of the sales tax of Washington. C. C. Dill 
was a senator from the State of Washington and a Democrat. 
Martin was not liked because of the sales tax, so Dill de¬ 
cided to run against him in the primary. Dill lost. Arthur 
Langley, a Republican, ran against Martin and he won the 
general election. 


"The piece was picked up from an estate sale. No more are 
known. There's probably no obverse-reverse, unless the 
side with the union bug should be called the reverse." 
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WASHINGTON 


In Newsletter 55 (October-December 1986) , I provided a run-down 
on a number of replicas of Tenino tokens, recreated by the South 
Thurston County Historical Society. Since then, an additional replica 
has been discovered. It fits in the Second Annual Wooden Money Show, 
September 25, 1977, series (see the newsletter for illustrations) and 
is attributed to the Tenino Independent and South County Sun . 

In addition to the above additional replica, three of the 
replicas for the Wooden Money Show for September 16, 1979, are known 
with reverses which are right-side up (i.e., "medal") and upside 
down (i.e., "coin"). They are the replicas for the Bank of Olympia, 
Hedden's Pharmacy, and Tenino Independent and South County Sun. 


LOUISIANA 


In Newsletter 59, I provided copies of two pieces of corres¬ 
pondence that George Magee had made available, with regard to token 
in Illinois. George has also made available correspondence that 
he obtained from L. Davis Reese, of Denver, Colorado. Note that 
in the letter below, Reese asked the state of Louisiana in 1935 
whether they were using sales tax tokens. The response penned 
at the bottom has no identified author, but nonetheless is most 
explicit. Of course, Louisiana started using sales tax tokens 
almost exactly a year later, so whoever said "no" obviously 
wasn't a very good prophet! 


L. DAVIS REESE 
P. 0. BOX 244 DENVER, COLO. 



LOUISIANA 


Mission 


A 




State Tax Dept., 

Baton "Rouge, La., 
Gentlemen* 


Is Louisiana issuing Tax Tokens? 

I collect Tokens and desire to purchase 1000 
or so of Louisiana ones if you have them. 

Please advise how paoked, denominations, 
material made of, and cost, sending me sample if 
convenient. 

Thanking you in advance for your trouble, 

I am 


Yours truly, 


( eno.) 






O/i/u 




Digging In Arizona 


It was 100 degrees on March 2, the day that my wife and I 
flew into Phoenix. Some sort of temperature record, I think. It 
was bloody hot. The lady from the motel that met us at the airport 
was playing country music on the radio of the blue Ford wagon with 
the brown panel sides. On the way back, she suggested that we eat 
at a restaurant with a gargantuan neon sign of a longhorn steer. 

I suddenly realized why my parents had returned home from a 
trip to Arizona with western boots. The place is rather like the 
way I've always envisioned Texas. Part of the Southwest. 

Although we were in the state formally to escape the Oregon 
rain for a few days, I did manage to take advantage of my proximity 
to the Phoenix library to do a little tax token research. Angie 
was less than thrilled with the prospect, but she bore my numis¬ 
matic fanaticism stolidly. There is no sense, after all, in 
attempting to use reason with a person who would willingly choose 
the basement of a library over a swimming pool and a cold beer. 

Life would have been easier if the switchboard lady at the 
Phoenix-based Arizona Republic had made clippings available to me 
from their archives. I was forced to dig the hard way—with those 
annoying microfilm readers. Not a fun project, given the roughness 
of.the dates of approval and issue which I had to work with. 

Arizona tokens were first issued in 1937, I knew that much. With 
a little digging, I found that the legislature approved the use of 
tokens on May 29, 1937 and the bill became law without the governor's 
signature on June 12. 

I discovered that the first date of token useage was indeed 
September 1, as cited in Pfefferkorn and Schimmel, rather than the 
August 1 date mentioned in David Stolaroff's thesis. My findings are 
presented in the articles here. If any of our Southwestern members 
have the time or the energy, I'm sure that many other articles 
remain to be unearthed. 

I made it over to state archives. They were tickled that 
somebody from Oregon was interested in obscure tokens that they had 
never heard of. With a little snooping and a phone call, minutes 
of the meetings of the state tax commission were located in a 
neighboring building. The archivist there emerged from the bowels 
of the concrete building with a massive 3/4 leather bound volume 
of typewritten minutes of meetings from the 1937 period. Unfortu¬ 
nately, the minutes were of no use--the tax commission occupied 
itself with matters of liguor licensing and tax waivers. Its sales 
tax division seemingly operated autonomously, funded by a flat 4% 
of collections, and no records of its sessions or expenditures were 
located. 

On a lark I took one of the fat Phoenix phone books (the city 
has several) and looked up the name of one Gordon L. Jones, a man 
who reportedly purchased the remainder of the state's token holdings 
back in 1965. For those of you unfamiliar with the story, Mr. Jones 



purchased some 5.6 tons of surplus Arizona tokens from the state 
for a couple thousand dollars, sold as many as he could to coin 
collectors via ads in the numismatic press, and grudgingly sold the 
bulk of his remaining holdings to a Phoenix salvage firm for scrap. 
Word was that he saved 100,000 of each denomination from the smelter. 
100,000 pieces of a type is still quite a large quantity-if you think 
about it. 

In any event, I was interested in tracking down Gordon Jones, 
if he could be found, to find out details about the original packag¬ 
ing of the tokens and to determine whether his 200,000 tokens had 
survived the ensuing twenty years. I was delighted to find that 
Mr. Jones was still in Phoenix, a realtor. It took several phone 
calls to make connections, but we did manage to meet and have a 
short chat. 

Rather than having "mostly uncirculated brass pieces," as we 
previously believed, Gordon Jones informed me that about three- 
fourths of his holdings were in uncirculated bronze pieces—with 
most of the balance in brass. He said that when he bought^the 
state's remaining inventory there had been "about 15 boxes of 
circulated tokens, a large percentage of which were zinc one mills. 
The majority of these pieces met their fate at the smelter. 

Mr. Jones sold quite a few pairs of one and five mill Arizona 
tokens to numismatists at a buck a pop. He found the market 
rather limited and eventually ceased advertising. He put the 
remaining tokens aside, waiting for the state's centennial in 2012. 

At that time, Jones hopes to market his remaining stock of "Arizona 
Money" to residents of the state. 

Mr. Jones was kind enough to part with one roll of each 

denomination for a nominal fee so that it would be possible to 

catalog the original packaging. 

There are still many unresolved questions of Arizona tax 
token history. We know nothing about the precise dates of trans¬ 
itions to aluminum, zinc, and brass for the state's tokens. The 
reason that Arizona bothered to use aluminum at all is of particular 
interest, as the state was and is a leading producer of copper and 

prided itself in having tokens of the official state metal. Both 

copper and aluminum became scarce commodities at roughly the same 
time prior to the war... It's a mystery. The details of the state s 
token redemption program likewise remain obscure. 

So get out there to the local library, ATTS members!_ It's 
simple and relatively painless. The society will even reimburse 
your xerox expenses. A new catalog approaches. The broader the 
base of information, the better the historical sections will be and 
the longer the book will remain in print before being superceded by 
a new work. 

As I type this, it is now June. I am sitting at my desk and 
the Oregon rain continues to fall. I'm ready to go back to Arizona 
now. 


Tim Davenport 
June 3, 1988 



TAX MEASURE TO BECOME LAW 
June 4, 1937—page 7 

Governor Stanford will permit the sales tax bill passed at the 
first special session of the legislature to become law without his 
signature, it was revealed yesterday. 

While he finds sections of the bill with which he is in dis¬ 
agreement, principally the rate schedules, the chief executive 
favors the allocation of part of the sales tax revenues to the 
counties, and wage payments to those who did not receive their pay 
for working the week ended May 22, due to the supreme court's 
opinion eliminating the governor's relief fund. 

The governor does not wish to veto the measure... nor does he 
feel he can sign it due to its wide variance from the bill which 
he presented to the legislature and which failed of passage. 

The chief executive will hold the measure until Friday, June 
11. Since he will neither sign nor veto it during this period... 
the measure automatically will become law June 12. (...) 


REVISED SALES TAX EFFECTIVE TOMORROW 
June 10, 1937--pages 1 & 4. 

Arizona will have a revised sales tax law tomorrow, but, for 
a time, the buying public will be aware of little, if any, change. 

Officials who handle county and state finances, however, will 
know that the order of things has been shifted. 

The men, women and children who have been paying one or more 
pennies in tax when they make retail purchases, will continue to 
pay one or more pennies, on approximately the same basis, until 
the state tax commission has had an opportunity to make tokens-- 
specified by the new law as the tax collecting medium--available. 
That will be about August 1. (...) 

Tokens, as soon as the sales tax division of the state tax 
commission is able to provide them, will be issued in denominations 
of one and five mills. 

This will enable the making of the exact "token change" for 
the tax on any multiple of a five-cent purchase. 

Charts to Be Issued 


To cover odd prices, not multiples of five, the sales tax 
division will issue charts for the guidance of merchants and pur¬ 
chasers, setting up when the extra mill is to be collected, and 
when not. 

Bids will be received by the sales tax division June 24 from 
more than a dozen firms for supplying the token pieces. 

The division contemplates purchase--the law specifies that 
the cost of tokens shall be covered by the four per cent admini¬ 
strative allotment—of either 5,000,000 or 8,000,000 token pieces, 
depending on how the bids are submitted, on the basis of one five- 
mill piece to each four one-mill pieces. 

The tokens will be manufactured of brass or copper--probably 
brass with a copper wash, since copper alone is too soft, it is 





believed, to stand up under long useage—round and stamped with the 
state insignia, the one-mill pieces approximately five eighths of 
an inch in diameter or slightly smaller than a dime, and the five 
mill pieces differing similarly in size from a nickel. Both will 
be thinner than the coins whose diameter they most nearly approxi¬ 
mate. 

The division hopes it will have the tokens ready for distri¬ 
bution and use by August 1. They will be issued direct from the 
sales tax division headquarters in the state capitol--the law 
prohibits employment of any agency on commission or for any other 
compensation for their distribution. 

Outside of Phoenix, however, original distribution will 
probably be made chiefly by the division's inspection agents, who 
will instruct merchants on their use, and on the method of obtain¬ 
ing additional supplies, which will probably be by means of parcel 
post shipments from the Phoenix headquarters. 

Must Remit in Cash 


The tokens will be redeemed by the state tax commission at 
face value, but they may not be used by merchants to remit the tax 
they have collected. Tax remittances must be in cash. 

Most states, the division's investigation has shown, average 
eight per person in circulation of tokens for tax collecting 
purposes. It is estimated that 400,000 will be necessary to keep 
a token supply in downtown Phoenix. 

The law provides, for each offense, penalty of a fine not to 
exceed $2,500, imprisonment for not to exceed five years, or both, 
for counterfeiting or altering tokens...and for embezzlement of 
tokens. (...) 


ARIZONA WILL BEGIN USE OF TOKENS TODAY 
September 1, 1937—pages 1 & 5. 

Use of tokens in making change for payment of Arizona' 
privilege sales tax will begin today. 

Within 48 hours the state tax commission expects tokens to be 
in circulation in nearly every section of the state. 

In Phoenix, where some merchants already have purchased 
supplies of the copper-colored discs, 1,000,000 tokens are expected 
to be in circulation in the next 24 hours. 

Some Tucson merchants also have received supplies and 500,000 
tokens are expected to be in circulation there by midnight tonight. 

The distribution plan calls for the tokens to reach buyers 
through merchants. A corps of 20 men will start out by automobile 
early this morning and will begin distribution of tokens to mer¬ 
chants at points distant from Phoenix, then work back toward 
Phoenix. 

When the merchant includes the sales tax in his selling price, 
he is not required to use or buy tokens, Frank E. Fraser, director 
of the state sales tax division, stressed. 

Tokens will be sold to merchants at their face value. They 
are supplied in two denominations: A small one-mill, and a larger 
five-mill. 




"Every effort will be made to make the distribution simulta¬ 
neous throughout the state," Mr. Fraser said. 

He added that merchants should not "overload" on tokens.... 

"Will merchants be the only ones permitted to buy tokens?" 

"No. Anyone can buy the authorized tokens, from another 
person, from a merchant or from the tax commission direct. 

_ "When a merchant needs to increase his supply of tokens after 
the initial supply is exhausted, how will he get them?" 

"Through the tax commission; we'll supply order blanks. It is 
possible arrangements may be made with the banks to handle tokens 
as a convenience to their customers. Also certain merchants in the 
state who now handle luxury tax stamps for the tax commission also 
will handle tokens. In some of the smaller communities, token 
supply offices will be established in care of the justices of the 
peace." 

Mr. Fraser said the tax commission now realizes its initial 
order for 5,000,000 tokens was not large enough and an order will 
be placed for 4,000,000 more. 

Use of the tokens will be beneficial to consumers, Mr. Fraser 
said, because then they will pay only the amount of tax for which 
they are liable; this will mean a saving." 

The state pledges itself to redeem all tokens at any time, he 

said. 

"Even if the sales tax amounts to as much as $100, it can be 
paid in tokens," the sales tax division director said, "but the 
state of Arizona does not accept them in payment of tax by the 
merchant. He still must pay by cash or check or money order, as 
before."(...) 


ARIZONA TAX TOKENS ARE BOUGHT EAGERLY 
September 2, 1937—page 5. 

Nearly 2,500,000 Arizona sales tax tokens were in circulation 
last night, state officials announced. 

Curiosity prompted widespread purchase of tokens from mer¬ 
chants by Arizonians who bought the shining copper discs rather 
than merchandise, reports to the state tax commission said. 

"The first day demand was so heavy in Tucson," said Frank E. 
Fraser, director of the state sales tax division, "supplies of 
some merchants have been exhausted and we are sending another 
shipment there. 

"We have had excellent co-operation in making the distribution. 

"Only objection we've had was from one merchant who said he 
was making an additional charge for sales tax but did not want to 
be bothered with tokens. He was told he could not make this 
additional charge and not accept tokens in payment for the tax. 
Violation will mean prosecution." 

The tokens are 95 per cent Arizona copper from the Magma, 

Miami and Phelps Dodge mines, and the remainder is a nickel and 
brass alloy, Mr. Fraser said. 





PRICES HIKED TO AVOID USE OF TAX TOKENS 

Charges of 'Chiseler' Hurled As Discs Are Refused 

September 3, 1937—pages 1 & 7. 

Two days' use of the long-awaited sales tax tokens—designed 
to permit buyers to avoid paying up to six per cent instead of the 
legal one or two--appeared last night to have had the opposite 
effect in many cases. 

Some merchants who previously collected a penny on every sale 
from 15 cents up to 50 cents and two cents on every sale from 51 
cents to $1 announced in some cases they would "absorb the tax 
because they didn't want to be bothered with tokens"—but the 
absorption consisted of raising prices by identically the amount 
of tax heretofore collected. 

It is, the tax commission hastened to point out, entirely a 
legal action on the part of merchants so long as they do not 
stipulate the additional charge is being made for tax purposes, 
but the word "chiseler" began to be bandied about as token-bearing 
purchasers found their copper discs unacceptable in many stores. 

Several downtown establishment with posted prices of, for 
example, 25 cents for a given item, were serenely handing buyers 
sales checks for 26 cents and professing ignorance of any sales 
tax. 

"Unfortunately," said Frank E. Fraser, director of the state 
sales tax division, "this particular practice cannot be proved as 
a form of tax evasion and the tax commission has no power to 
regulate it. 

Says "Hands Are Tied" 


"Our hands are tied so far as tax commission action is con¬ 
cerned, when no tax is mentioned. 

"But I believe as the situation develops, within the next day 
or two, consumers will swing toward the stores of the merchants 
co-operating fully in an effort to obtain honest operation of the 
tax laws. 

"Competition will help eliminate some of these undesirable 
practices." 

Simple arithmetic shows the merchant who collects one cent 
tax on each 15 cents purchase collects 6 2/3 cents on every dollar 
of such sales. But of this 6 2/3 cents he gives the state but two 
cents. 

This practice has been in vogue since the sales or excise tax 
became law. And it was to prevent it that tokens, in denominations 
of one and five mills, were adopted. 

Apparently, state authorities pointed out, some merchants are 
unwilling to give up the extra margin of profit that has been 
accumulated in the past becaue there was no smaller coin than a 
penny.... 

Action Threatened 


(...)"If there is any overcharge of tax that can be proved, 
the tax commission will 'move in' and take action. It's our hope 
such action on our part will not be necessary. 

"I would say that in every case where a store charges the 
customer more than the established posted price yet refuses tokens. 



the customer should demand an explanation. 

"Naturally, those who benefit most in the long run from 
situations like this are the legitimate merchants, who co-operate 
with the officials charged with administration of the various tax 
laws and try to be entirely honest with their customers." 

Purchase of tokens for their novelty continued where merchants 
had them available. 


PRESCOTT GETS 'ARIZONA MONEY' 

September 3, 1937—page 7. 

Seventy-five thousand sales tax tokens were brought here today 
by Paul A. Plummer and E. A. Wedepohl, state tax commission 
auditors. 

They were disposed of by noon, but at the close of the day the 
consensus of merchants here was that they weren't "so hot." 

Merchants and cashiers complained that patrons kicked more 
about paying a half-cent in tokens than they did about paying a 
penny and also that they slowed down the process of making change. 

Slot machines, cigaret vending machines, weighing machines 
and similar devices soon were plugged up with the "Arizona money." 


SUPPLY OF TAX TOKENS IS GONE 
September 3, 1937—page 7. 

The state's supply of sales tax tokens virtually was exhausted 
last night. 

Telegraphic orders from merchants in all sections of the state 
could not be filled, but tax commission officials said "another 
2,500,000 tokens are on their way." 

About the same number are in circulation. 

Another 5,000,000 have been ordered. 

With the tokens in use only 48 hours, scores of merchants 
reported to the commission their supplies have been exhausted. 
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The article which follows has been written by Richard Johnson as part 
of our effort to develop a new catalog. He is concentrating on the Ohio sales 
tax stamps. . . . The Editor. 

Ohio Receipts: Speculations 

Richard Johnson F-38 

It is now beyond argument that the state purchased receipts 
every year and available evidence suggests that they often purchased 
no more than a few months' supply at a time. Many varieties can 
therefore be viewed as restock orders and not all values in some 
series should be expected to exist. It is also known that at least 
two of the main contractors for the receipts had several widely 
separated plants and therefore it should not be assumed that all of 
their products came from.a single location. It is also reasonable to 
assume that periodic design changes were instituted for practical 
reasons. 


On December 14, 1934, the second special session of the Ohio 
legislature approved House Bill 134 establishing the sales tax The 
-tax was to have become effective on January 1, 1935 and was set to 
expire on December 31, 1935. The contracts for the first receipt 
issue were let prior to the signing of the sales tax bill. Four 
companies were supposedly involved. They were located in Chicago 
(Columbian), Cleveland (Reserve), Cincinnati (Strobridge), and 
Columbus (Simpson). Thus the date 1934 given in Cabot can be viewed 
as correct for contracting, although 1935 would have been the date 
of ±; ^ rst usage. All the Reserve issues were small frame types, while 
the issues of the other companies were large frame; this suggests that 
Reserve.may have been delayed in its first production. In any event 
actual implementation of the tax commenced January 27 1935 and there 
is some evidence that the state's first order for receipts may have 
been depleted in about two months. At that time, the smaller frame 
may have been introduced for some unknown reason, and the $15.00 
Columbian, a small frame, added to the series. 


The scratchmarks on the first Reserve lp receipt were the 
result of an.attempt.to avoid having to use serial numbers. This 
leads to an interesting speculation that Reserve may not have had 
the equipment necessary to do serial numbering and was searching 
tor an approach that could be accomplished with the equipment they 


uprp ^ ugas !r bi ds were taken for new receipts; contracts 

were let to.Columbian and Superior. These were probably part of the 
b color series, similar to the design of the first series. The 
T C Th?^ a ^ tS ? warded to the second and third lowest bidders, 

k i i/r ted ln an function granted on September 1, 1935 on 
If *1°/* ta ?P a yff Protesting the higher cost and the illegality 
of award to other than lowest bidder. At this time the state had 

nrevJ^S two month supply of receipts. Since the injunction 
he standard restocking, it may be that this was the 

istue iS ^ e ‘ is not known wh y the emergency 

because be6n ° n wh ^ te u bond and printed by Columbian, 

because Columbian was one of the parties involved in the injunction 



There is also the possibility that the emergency issue was provided 
because there was some doubt whether the sales tax would be renewed 
and the state would have been reluctant to order a larger quantity 
of the receipts on the more expensive safety paper. 

The gray issue is notable for several reasons. It was the 
first time an entire issue was provided by a single company, new 
plates were created, and a change was made to rouletting. The 
Reserve grays were first listed by Magee in November 1936 and 
again by Whitt in 1933, suggesting that Reserve held the contracts 
for.restocks for some time. This undoubtedly explains many of the 
variations in the issue. The Columbian grays are undoubtedly re¬ 
stocks, although all are perforated rather than rouletted, except 
for some of the 2q receipts. This may have happened by error, 
since supervision and communication with a factory in Chicago 
may have been more difficult. 

1939 saw several important changes in the tax system in Ohio. 
The State Tax Commission was replaced by a Department of Taxation. 
Redemption of consumer's halves was provided for, in an effort to' 
improve vendor compliance. It also saw the introduction of the large 
seal receipt on orange (or sometimes yellow) safety paper. The large 
seal.issues are the most confused area in the entire set. Also, the 
missing, land .plates appear throughout the Reserve large seal issues 
but their significance is unknown. 

m i states that the "current" issue entered circulation on 

*■ > 1939. This initial issue was apparently contracted to Reserve 
which continued the format it had established with the grays. The 
contract for lq receipts given to American was probably part of this 
first issue. 


., , Columbian large seal gray, ( Chits #C28A) , remains an enigma. 

reportedly produced by error, the issue was known to Cabot in 
iy4U as a.part.of the.serial numbered production run and is the last 
item m his Ohio listings. Further, the specimens without serial 
numbers appear to be.quite common. If these were made in error, what 
happened to the receipts that should have been produced to comply 
with the contract? Was.the contract cancelled and if so could it have 
en been given to American? Also, why are these receipts perforated? 
Clearly their previous 2q gray demonstrated that Columbian could have 
produced.a rouletted receipt to fit in with the 1939 issue of Reserve 
and American. 


Next there exists a series of receipts on plain paper. During 

the war years perhaps safety paper became unavailable for a period of 

time. These plain paper issues seem to bracket a decision to return 

££ ® perforated format.. This may have been brought about by complaints 

fhrpp t ? e i r ° Uletted receipts did not tear cleanly. Postwar, the low 

values ar % r ° utinel y Produced on plain paper while the other 

values are on safety paper. 
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Columbian produced a series of low value receipts. The plates 
used for the lp gray, #C28A, were used in addition to one and possibly 
two other sets. Exactly why several sets of plates were used is not 
known. There can be little doubt that the pinhole-perforated issue 
by Columbian was produced very late in the orange paper series, as it 
brackets the paper color change that probably occurred about 1948. 

It is also probable that the green paper pinhole-perforated issue 
was followed shortly by the green normal perforated variety. Follow¬ 
ing that issue the state, for various reasons, apparently abandoned 
perforated receipts forever. As the postwar economy picked up and 
the demand and cost for receipts increased, the state began to look 
for ways to cut costs. Presumably the perforated receipts were just 
too expensive to continue. Evidence suggests that the Merrick 
Lithograph Company, a Cleveland-based printer, started operations in 
1951. The first Merrick issue was probably the last large seal issue. 

The small seal issues probably were initiated with a half million 
dollar receipt order which occurred during fiscal 1951-52. They also 
appear to be linked by increasingly higher rates of rouletting, pro¬ 
bably the result of continuing complaints about the difficulty of 
separating the halves. The Reserve issues in particular are known for 
their_almost non-existent rouletting. A change in the brackets in 
1959 increased the need for Id receipts and may help explain the single 
color printing and the dropping of serial numbers from the three lowest 
values. The last issues were produced by Reserve and are marked by the 
highest rouletting rate used. The half-size receipts were a restock 
issue put into use about mid-1960. 


Several studies were done in the late 50s and early 60s, including 
one by Professor Yocum of Ohio State University, which determined that 
the receipt system was too costly to be continued. As a result, the 
receipts were discontinued on December 31, 1961, although refunds for 
unused stamps were given to vendors until June 30, 1962. 


I estimate the total face value of the Ohio receipts issued at 
about 3.5 billion dollars. Approximately 65% of the consumer's halves 
were redeemed. Some estimates, based on incomplete figures, can be 
made regarding the number of receipts issued by denomination. Serial 
numbers are not necessarily of great assistance because the numbers 
include data other than the number of the receipt. 

Number of Receipts Issued 


Id 20,012,800,000 
2d 9,333,300,000 
3d 9,417,900,000 
6d 3,269,200,000 


9d 1,669,300,000 
12d 1,108,300,000 
15d 1,728,900,000 
30d 903,500,000 


60d 467,400,000 
$1.50 193,100,000 
$3.00 134,000,000 
$15.00 40,100,000 


SOURCE: Calculated from total face values sold as reported 

xn the Annual Report of the Ohio Department of Taxation for the 
Fiscal Year ended June 30, 1961. 



Incident to some contacts by Jerry Schimmel in the mid-70s, an article 
about . U.S. sales, tax tokens appeared in Coins and Medals, January 1974. It's 
written from the perspective of a British author, so gives a slightly different 
perspective on our hobby. . . . The Editor 



AN INTRODUCTION TO USA SALES TAX TOKENS BY CHRISTOPHER BRUNEL 


Twelve states of the'usa minted 
their sales tax tokens in several 
million, and since the tokens only 
represent fractions of one cent, it 
is understandable that they have 
reposed in innumerablejunk boxes 
and have been relegated with other 
flotsam to the tail-end of club 
auctions. 

As the history behind them is 
becoming more widely published, 
they are now being rescued. 
Prominent in these moves is the 
American Tax Token Society, 
which was formed in January 
1971 and which now has an 
enthusiastic band of some 175 
members. 

The State sales tax tokens first 
came into use on May 1, 1935, 
when Washington State started 
to issue them. By September the 
same year Illinois, New Mexico, 
Colorado and Missouri also issued 
their own tokens. If there was a 



Promotional bran souvenir issued 
by Jerry F. Schimmel of USA. 
Aluminium H Schimmel souvenir. 
Alabama State sales tax token. 

Utah State aluminium S milla token. 

State tax on a commodity of 2% 
of the price, it could easily be paid 
with the ordinary federal coins on 
all except small items; but on a 
ten cent purchase, say, there was 
no coin worth one-fifth of a cent, 
with which to pay the 2% tax— 
nor could the seller give proper 
change. 

President Franklin D. Roose¬ 
velt’s New Deal was in its early 
stages and America was not out of 
its depression. Money was tight, 
so nobody cared to be done down 
by even a fraction of a cent. 

Tokens are always coins of 
necessity: so it was with the 
American sales tax tokens, which 
were generally issued as one-, 
two- and five-tenths of a cent to 


fill a local need. They were known 
as 1 mill, 2 mills and 5 mills (the 
mill being a thousandth of a 
dollar). Colloquially people called 
them by a variety of nick-names, 
such as chits, chizzlers or funny- 
money. 

Trades got sales tax tokens 
from the State authorities direct 
or through the banks, and then 
gave them in change to customers. 
By law they could not be used to 
make a further purchase, only to 
pay the small State tax on that 
purchase. American law said that 
the US Treasury alone could 
issue coinage; in fact, the Federal 
Government started a case against 
Illinois State in 1935 over its sales 
of tax tokens, but it did not pursue 
it in the courts. 

On August 1, 1937 Arizona 
started issuing these tokens, be¬ 
coming the twelfth and last State 
to do so. Their life varied from 
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State to State, most stopping by 
the end of World War II, when 
inflation had set in. With sales 
tax increasing in some instances 
from 1 % to 5% most purchases 
plus tax could be paid in ordinary 
USA coins. The ‘funny-money’ 
was no joke, but an annoyance. 
Agitation against its use suc¬ 
ceeded, though Missouri contin¬ 
ued using its tokens until 1960. 
Missouri sales tax tokens can often 
be spotted by the map of the State 
on both obverse and reverse, with 
a figure of the denominations 
(in mills) over the map. 

Undistinguished and strictly 
utilitarian in design, the most 
common sales tax tokens were 
16mm or 22-23mm in diameter 
and generally with a circular hole 
punched in the centre. When 
metals were used it was alu¬ 
minium, brass, zinc or—in the 
case of some Arizona and New 
Mexico tokens—copper. 

With the shortage of metals 
during the war, fibre was used, as 
with tokens of Washington State, 
Oklahoma, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Colorado and New Mexico—the 
last being very scarce. Cardboard 
and plastics also came into use. 

The State authorities would 
often put out for tender to local 
firms the manufacture of the 


tokens, and Kansas and Colorado 
used workshops in the State 
prisons for some tokens. The 
Osborne Coinage Company sec¬ 
ured a number of contracts for 
making sales tax tokens, and in 
Washington State the appropri¬ 
ately named Far West Litho¬ 
graphic Company of Seattle pro¬ 
duced printed card tokens. The 
cost of production of the metal 1 
mill tokens came to more than 
face value. 

The President of the American 
Tax Token Society, Jerome F. 
Schimmel of San Francisco, to 
whom I am much indebted for 
most of the information in this 
article, has estimated that the 
State tokens form a compact series 
of about 200 major types. He 
warns that the job of listing all the 
die varieties would be an immense 
one. Further varieties exist in 
different sizes, shapes and 
positioning of the central hole, 
and in different die axes. The 
plastic tokens have their own 
peculiarities of variety of colour 

Utah aluminium 1 mill token. 

Oklahoma 1 mill aluminium token. 
Waehington State token tO cents. 

Fibre salestoken, State of Washington. 
No value shown. 


and texture—some are flexible, 
but others are brittle With a decent 
ring, when thrown on a hard 
surface. 

Mr Schimmel is modest about 
his own modern souvenir sales 
tax tokens, which are modelled 
after tokens, issued before the 
State ones. His souvenir (issued 
1972) is a brass 1 /10th cent, 26mm 
diameter, and is based on the 
designs of the scarce tokens of 
William F. Dunham, a well- 
known Chicago numismatist. 

Dunham issued aluminium 
tokens in 1919 and brass ones in 
1933 for 1/10th cent as a way of 
promoting the idea of fractional 
cent coinage. 

Mr Schimmel’s current souvenir 
is an aluminium J cent, 16mm in 
diameter, and this is modelled 
after the 1933 series of Illinois 
sales tax tokens, issued by small 
town businessmen’s associations, 
not by the State. Nearly all were 
16mm diameter, though a few 
were 18mm. They were only used 
for six weeks, as on May 10, 1933 
the Illinois State sales tax laws 
were declared unconstitutional. 
This year is the 40th anniversary' 
of the tokens. Their history was 
local and very short, but they 
helped to pave the way to sales 
taxes, that were constitutional, 
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CHITS, CHIZZLERS AND FUNNY MONEY 

from page 11 



Memorial medallion, 75mm diameter, of Franklin Delano Roosevelt. During hit 
first term in office as USA President the first sales tax tokens were issued. Most 
of the tokens went out of use soon after his death at the end of the last war. 


and many millions of the State 
tokens that started to pour out 
two years later. 

The illustrations show some of 
the typical legends on the State 
sales tax tokens: SALES TAX 
TOKEN, LUXURY TAX 
TOKEN, CONSUMER’S TAX, 
EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND, 
FOR OLD AGE ASSISTANCE 
clearly explain their purposes. 
Sometimes no denomination is 
given; a legend like TAX ON 
PURCHASE 10 CENTS OR 
LESS (as with the State of 
Washington aluminium token, 
issued under the 1935 laws, 
or TAX ON PURCHASE 14 
CENTS OR LESS (as with the 
same State’s grey, fibre token, 
issued under the wartime laws of 
1941), allows the State to alter 
the percentage sales tax without 
bothering about having the right 
proportions of tokens of different 
denominations in circulation. 

12 


Before the tokens went out of 
circulation, Emil Di Bella wisely 
started cataloguing them, and his 
first list was published in the 
Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine 
(15 March 1944); it has been 
brought up-to-date and privately 
printed. A third edition has been 
prepared by the American Tax 
Token Society (Secretary, Charles 
Carter, 721 Glencoe Street, Den¬ 
ver, Colorado 80220, USA). Mr 
Schimmel has an illustrated cata¬ 
logue in the press, which will 
be free to Society members. He 
and the Society’s Vice-President, 
Michael Pfefferkorn, are collabor¬ 
ating on a book, which will include 
details of the history of USA sales 
tax tokens, the laws of the twelve 
States issuing them, and the 
thirteenth issuer, Ohio State, 
where special paper receipts were 
given. 

A slice of United States history 
will become better known here, 


as the American society has 
established links in Britain with 
the Token Corresponding Society. 
What, one must confess, were to 
many of us merely mysterious 
little holed 20th-century tokens 
are now able to come into their 
own. One more of those many 
tiny niches in numismatics is 
being filled with information. 


SPACE FILLER 





19 


Political Anti-Tax Pieces 

Merlin K. Malehorn (L-279) 

If you have a copy of Chits or have been studying past copies 
of the Newsletter, you know that we try to catalog "anti-sales tax 
tokens" along with the main body of information about sales tax tokens. 
These "anti" pieces are often pinbacks, although some are "tokens" on 
metal, cardboard, or gummed paper. 

Sales taxes were a big political issue at the state level in the 
30s. Quite a few states initiated the sales tax as a means to raise 
revenue, and various gubernatorial and legislative campaigns gave rise 
to these anti-sales tax pieces. 

We don't really have much information about such anti-sales tax 
pieces, when you consider all the states that were working on getting 
a sales tax started, and all the political campaigns for state offices 
at the time. .We have some pieces from TX, MN, NE, OR, KY, MO, and 
that's about it. In "New Finds," Les Albright provides another from 
WA. But what about all the other states and campaigns? 

I thought we might get some more information from various hobby 
groups that collect political items. So I've been in contact with 
Richard Rector, President, American Local Political Item Collectors 
(ALPIC). As a result of that contact, I've not discovered any new 
anti- sales tax pieces, but I have been given information about a num¬ 
ber of "anti-" pieces for other kinds of taxes. I thought they might 
be of some interest, so am providing some information on the following 
pages. The sources have been Richard Rector and also Bill Cleveland, 
who prepared the ALPIC catalog of Governor and U.S. Senate pins used 
in 1986. 



Richard provided the three illustrations above. He provided 
the following comments: 

"... one printed by the Florida Teaching Profession in 
support of a lp sales tax increase for education in 1981. The pin 
is copper and black and reads 'Ip for Education FTP/NEA.' 
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. . two from the 1973 Virginia Gubernatorial campaign 
of Henry Howell. Howell's opponent was Mills Godwin who had passed 
a sales tax in his first term. Howell proposed that food and medicine 
be exempted from the tax. The revenue would be made up with an in¬ 
crease in alcohol, tobacco, and corporation taxes. Godwin complained 
that his plan was complicated and compared it with McGovern's $1,000 
plan. Howell issued two pins on this issue, illustrated above." 

Bill provided the following illustrations and comments: 

"The Three Sandman and the Freund are from the New Jersey's 
gubernatorial race in 1973. Sandman was the GOP nominee. Brendan 
Bryne (D) was elected governor that year. 



AGAINST 

STATE 

INCOME 

TAX 


* 



^HST Sty?* 

& % 

i FREUND % 


m 


UJ 

*3 


FOR 


GOVERNOR 


"The Ariza button is from New Jersey's 1977 race for governor 
Governor Byrne was re-elected with 57% of the vote. 

The two expectations' items are from the 1978 governor's 
campaign in California. They were both aimed at Governor Edmund 
Brown (D) who was running for re-election against Evelle Young (R) 
Brown won with 61% of the vote. 


^ f0R Co ^ 

MX RICH 

.. not 

WORKING PEOPLE 

\ A 




LOWER 00R TAXES 
NOT OUR 
^.EXPECTATIONS 
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"The Conlins referred to in this Iowa button were Democratic 
gubernatorial candidate in 1982 Roxanne Conlin and her husband. She 
was beaten in that race by Terry Branstad (R). 

"The Ray Shamie button is from his 1984 Senate campaign 
against John Kerry. Shamie, the Republican, lost to Kerry. 

"Dunn refers to Winfield Dunn (R) who was trying (1986) to 
make a political comback in Tennessee. He had been governor from 
1971-1975. He ran against Ned McWherter and lost to the Democrat. 


I PAID 
MORE TAXES 

THAN THE 

COW 





"The two Bill Brock buttons are from his 1976 re-election 
campaign in Tennessee. He lost to James Sasser (D). 

"Paul Gann ran against Alan Cranston (D) in 1980 in the 
California Senatorial contest. Cranston won with 57% of the vote. 


PAID MORE 
INCOME TA Y 
THAU 

BILL BROCK 




"The Boschwith referred to is Rudy Boschwitz who was running 
in 1984 for re-election against Democrat Joan Growe. Boschwitz won. 

"Swerve with the Curve is from the Senatorial campaign in 
California in 1986. Part of the wording does not show up in the 
illustration - "Laffer Curve." Arthur Laffer was one of about 15 
Republican candidates in the primary. He lost the nomination bid. 

"Scrub Taxachu$ett$ Chub" refers to the Democratic U.S. Senatorial 
candidate in New Hampshire, Endicott Peabody. Peabody had been the 
governor of Massachusetts from 1962-1964. In 1966 he ran for the 
U.S. Senate from Massachusetts and lost. In 1986, after a move to 
New Hampshire, he was nominated to run against Republican Warren 
Rudman who was up for re-election. Senator Rudman won the race." 


I Had 
to Pay 
More Taxes 
Than 

Boschwitz 




Ads 


ANYONE OUT THERE have any Florida Transit/Parking/CarWash tucked 
away that you'll part with? Will pay your price for those I need. 
Drop me a postcard and I'll send you a Want List. Frank F. Bennett, 
11598 North Wingate Road, Jacksonville, FL 32218 

SELL 25 different transportation tokens for $5.00 or 100 mixed 
transits for $10.50. ppd. Joe Studebaker, 2614 Legare Street, 
Beaufort, SC 29902 

FOOD STAMP SCRIP: 100 pieces for $20.00 postpaid. Ohio sales tax 
punchcards: grey, unc. $5.00 ea. Tim Davenport, P.O. Box 614, 

Corvallis, OR 97339. 



The A.N.A. Collection 

Merlin K. Malehorn (L-279) 

In.Newsletter 55 (October - December 1986), I provided some 
information about the sales tax tokens held by the American Numis¬ 
matic Association Museum, Colorado Springs, CO. At that time we 
really didn't have enough information to make possible a listing. 
Since that time, the tokens have been classified in accordance with 
an ^ I was provided a list of those in inventory. As we are 
all aware, there.have been a few changes in our technical information 
subsequent to Chits , so we are not absolutely certain about a few of 
the tokens. Anyhow, for those who want to wade through a list here 
is a run-down. ’ 


AL: #1,2,5,6,9,11,14,15,21 

AZ: #1,3,4,5,6,7,9,10a 

CO: #7a,8,9a,9b,10,11,12,13,14 

KS: #1,3b,4b 

KY: #15,16 

LA: #2b,3b,4a,4b,5a 

MS: #3b,4a,4b,6,8,10 

MO: #17,18,20,21,22,23,24,28,30,33,37,42,45,46,47 

NM: #3,4,6,7a,8,9,14,15 

OK: #3,4,6,7,8,11,13a,13b,14,15,17,18,19 

UT: #7,8a,8b,9,10,11,15,16,17,18,20a,20c,21 

WA: #8,18a,18b,18c,18d,20,24,26,27,28,29,32,124 

IL: #3b,5,11,13,14,15,16a,17,18,19,21,23,25,26,29,30a,30c, 

31,32,33,34,35,37,39,42,45b,46,51,53,57,77a,78a(b), 
78c(b),83,85,86a,89,90,91,93 


f s a 8f neral comment, it appears that the collection is mostly 
tne tokens.that are more common. However, the IL tokens are most of 
the provisional.metal tokens from around the state, and include such 
pieces as Astoria, Case, Ladd, and Witt; there's also a "Herrin." 


Help! 


Chits states on page 12 that "an Alabama 5 mill luxury tax 
AT ^? n e ^ StS Wlth a figure 8 counterstamp." Presumably this is 
i y° u ar< r the owner of this counterstamped token we'd 
In ?i y kpprecla !: e a loan " to our photographer so we can show 
please!^ ^ al ° S ' Send it: t0 the editor, please, please, 
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RE1 Scratch Marks 

Merlin K. Malehorn (L-279) 

In Chits , this stamp is cataloged as the first in a series 
of eleven. The series is the first printed for Ohio by the Reserve 
Lithograph and Printing Company, Cleveland, OH. Chits adds this 
note: One hundred different 'scratch' mark types are found in 

this series. The marks are located in the center margins of the 
receipt." 

In actuality, the "scratch marks" exist only on the first 
stamp, the lp blue-green. In 1974-1975, the State Revenue New sletter 
provided three supplements in which all the known scratch marks were 
c^! 4 St:r ^ teC ^' There were 114. The compilation was prepared by Steve 
Shedrowitz, using as his primary source some stamps loaned to him by 
Glen Morton. 7 


As indicated in Chits , it had been thought originally that 
there were 100 of these varieties. On a following page is a copy of 
a letter from Reserve to Mr. George D. Cabot. Cabot was a pioneer 
m cataloging the Ohio stamps. As you can see in the letter, Cabot 
must have inquired about the scratch marks. In response, he is told 
that there were 100 different. Evidently Mr. DeMuth’s memory was 
not too accurate after 9 years since the compilation by Shedrowitz 
proves there were more than 100. 

. Incident to working on the new catalog, I have been in contact 
with various individuals, mostly members of the State Revenue Society 
who have collections of Ohio sales tax stamps. Among them have been 
Glen Morton, George McDuffie, Bob Bergstrom, and others. (I have some 
other names that I haven't written to yet.) They have provided me 
with illustrations of RE #1 scratch marks. I can now affirm that 
there are at least i60, ranging all the way from one mark to six marks, 
lhere is also an unmarked one. There are all sorts of patterns but 
most are two or three scratches. 


mn Considering that the sheets of stamps were probably printed in 
that would suggest there must have been 200 pairs in a sheet 
of which 199 were marked. Assuming that to be the case, we have yet 
o identify 40 scratch marks. However, there are known to exist four 
sheets of printer s proofs of stamps in the next Reserve series after 
nnn S s ? ries - *t 1S the same design but different colors. There are 
——- P^ irs per sheet! Does that mean there may have been 299 scratch 
marks. We don't know. I have pictures of 160, and have'provided 

'’scratch a m^^? el Tf ^ ° n 5 he followin g P a ge. Do you ha?e some 
scratch marks. If so, send me a picture and maybe we'll find 
some more. 
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TEUEPMONt'M 
ADDRESS ALL COMMUNfCATI 



PLANTS 


,J//r 

i . .A 




W _;j: 
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THE RESERVE LITHOGRAPH AND PRINTING COMPANY 

BANK • COMMERCIAL A. TV r> COLOR LITHOGRAPHERS 


AIN 6644 

OP* TO THE COMPANY 


• 2342 EAST NINTH STREET • C LEV E LAN D , OHIO 

15 


Sep 26 1944 


rr George D Cabot 
62 King Avenue 
Aeehav/ken 
NET JERSEY 


Dear Hr Cabot: 

Am very glad to have your letter, and frankly, have not had time 
to check into the process we used in making the Sales lax Receipts 
in question. 


The reason these stamps were put out was that it was the writer's 
idea in combating the plan up at that time to number each in¬ 
dividual stamp. The thoughc. back of it, however,»was that before 
they were numbered, and being made in one color, there was some 
cheating going on by the merchants using stamps from other places 
which had been turn off and 7/ere not easily identified. 

It was the thot of the writer that by putting these random marks 
across the stamps and between at different locations; that is be¬ 
tween the receipt and the stub as we called it those days and 
having each one on a sheet of 100 different that it would make 
it much more difficult and be much less expensive than numbering. 
However, the plan for numbering went thru and there was only one 
issue of these stamps made, and frankly, the plates were destroyed 
and the films since have been destroyed and we have no way in the 
world of knowing just what these marks were and we have not kept 
samples of same so cannot be of much help to you. 

I feel quite sure that there were 100 of these different marks 
between the stub and the receipt itself and am sorry indeed that 
I cannot be of more help to you in this regard. 

Always glad to hear from you and will do anything that y possibly 
can to give you any information available. 


Very truly yours, 

THE RESERVE LITHOGRAPH AND PRINTING CO. 



Vice President and Sales Manager 
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0K#4 Cracks, Blobs, etc. 

Merlin K. Malehorn (L-279) 

Before I got involved in helping ATTS develop a new catalog, 
and before I starting doing the newsletter, I had some time to work 
on die cracks and deposits and things like that on several of the 
metal tokens from.various states. Maybe some day I'll get back to 
it. In the meantime, if any of you are interested in really ruining 
your eyes by squinting through a magnifier at the surfaces of your 
tokens, here are some die cracks. I made the sketches by hand, so 
they are not exact but should suffice. 

.The numbers underneath the diagrams are the order in which I 
identified them. I have rearranged them so that they are more or 
less together with others that look similar. With a few exceptions 
I have quite a few of each of them. There are probably others not 
yet discovered. 

Unless you're.really into this sort of stuff, about the best 
comment I can make is that this is something you can do when you 
run out of anything more interesting (ha!). 


(Sorry about the small print underneath the illustrations. 

I reduced these about 50% from my sketches, and am too lazy to go 
back and re-print all the information underneath.) 






















Letters and Such 

Phil Nordin (R-396, Lemoore, CA), as most of you must know 
by now is doing the photo work for the new catalog. Aside from 
that however, he's been pretty busy doing the public relations 
work for the Naval Air Station Lemoore air show in April. He 
spends a lot of his "spare" time on various photo junkets. On 
a recent tjrip to the outback, he was interested in trying for 
some pictures of reptiles (you know, snakes, lizards) but ended 
up discovering some petroglyphs that had not previously been 
reported. The assumption is that the local Indians carved on 
the rocks either as an act of reverence or, as Phil suggests 
just to be doodling. 





Election 


It is again time for our biennial election of officers. 

The procedure is that we notify you in this newsletter and request 
any nominations (including mostly self-nominations, if you feel 
like being useful to ATTS in some function). In the next newsletter 
we will tell you who are the candidates for the various offices, 
and request your votes. In the October - December newsletter we 
tell you who was elected and will be the officers for the two years 
commencing next January. 

The current set of officers (the "Board") is: 

President: Richard Johnson (L-38) 

Vice President: Jerry Schimmel (H-7) 

Secretary-Treasurer: Tim Davenport (R-232) 

Editor: Merl Malehorn (L-279) 

Board Members-at-Large: Ken Hallenbeck (F-51) 

Robert Leonard (F-21) 

Lee DeGood (R-234) 


The duties of these individuals are: 

President: Serves as the formal head of ATTS. Compiles 

written motions from the Board and members and sends out periodic 
communiques as needed to put matters to a vote. 

Vice President: Takes over in the absence of the 

President. 


Secretary-Treasurer: Keeps membership records, pays 
the bills, minds the savings. Provides a quarterly report on 
membership, receipts, expenditures. Accumulates Want Ads for the 
Newsletter. 


Editor: Compiles, prints and mails the ATTS Newsletter 

and other documents of interest to ATTS. 

Board Members-at-Large: Make and vote on motions 
regarding ATTS activities. Comment on various matters of interest 
brought to their attention. 

.WE NEED YOUR PARTICIPATION! For one thing, Tim Davenport 
is going back to school full time to work on a Master's Degree 
and has to give up at least the Secretary part of the job, so we 
need a volunteer for that part of our business office. Other than 
that, what would you be willing to do? How much time it takes is 
pretty much up to you, although the workload isn't really very much 
except ^for the Secretary-Treasurer and the Editor. Nominate yourself 
and we'll give you a chance to politic in the next issue. 




Here's a deal for you! The Newsletters through 1986 have now been 
packaged into two volumes. The first volume covers the first eight 
years, 1971-1979. The second volume covers the next four years, 
1983-1986. (There were no issues in between.) The second volume 
includes an Index to both volumes. If you are interested in copies 
of the Newsletter that you don't have, or want a complete set or 
simply want to get them all into one easy-to-handle cluster, these 
two volumes are for you! I can make them for you for $12 each 
volume, postpaid. Merlin K. Malehorn, Editor, ATTS Newsletter, 

6837 Murray Lane, Annandale, VA 22003. 


We've had some nice publicity lately. David Schenkman 
included a nice writeup about our October - December 1987 newsletter 
and reprints, in the April 1988 TAMS Journal . Terry Hines included 
a note on our search for "scratch marks" on the 1935 Reserve Bank 
Note Co. Ip sales tax stamp from Ohio, in the January - February 1988 
State Revenue Newsletter . And Richard Rector included a short 
article about political sales tax tokens in the American Local 
Political Item Collectors April 1988 ALPIC Newsletter. Thanks! 

Also, as many of you have noticed, Coin World always includes a 
short article about our latest newsletter, of which we send them 
a copy along with a news release. We appreciate that, too! 




Organizational Report 


American Tax Token Society 
Secretary and Treasurer's Report 

First Quarter, 1988 


FINANCIAL REPORT 


Previous Balance 


$ 2713.22 


Credits: Dues Payments Received. 6 5.00 

Books and Booklets Sold. 20.95 

Donations to ATTS (Thank You!). 4.00 

Interest. 35.67 

Life Membership, Richard Johnson.... 100.00 

Life Membership, Tom Holifield. 100.00 

Debits: Secretarial Postage and Xerox Costs. 10.49 

Newsletter Costs, #60 and supp. 148.23 

Reimbursement of CA research costs.. 30.00 

1987 Income Taxes on Interest. 30.00 

Current Balance.$ 2820.12 


NEW MEMBERS 

R-417 Billy Manning, 1304 Cornell Ave., Rock Creek Apts. F-8, 
Dothan, AL 36303. 

R-418 W.H. McNeil, 4130 Griffing Dr., Port Arthur, TX 77642. 
R-419 Jurgen S0mod, Chr. Richardts Vej. 4, DK1951 Fredericks- 
berg, DENMARK. 

R-420 Gordon L. Jones, 4040 E. McDowell Rd., Phoenix, AZ 
85008. 

R-421 Gerald Humphries, 2314 NE 34th #48, Lincoln City, OR 
97367. 

R-422 Kenneth Dingman, 16312 Bud Long Ave., Gardena, CA 90247. 


NEW LIFE MEMBERS 

L-38 Richard Johnson, 1004 N. Bridge, Carbondale, IL 62901. 

L-327 Tom Holifield, P.O. Box 533, Alderson, WV 24910. 












ATTS NEWSLETTER 

JUL—SEP 88 

ATTS Editorial Office ATTS Business Office 

6837 Murray Lane 7512 NE Bothell Way #127 

Annandale, VA 22003 Bothell, WA 98011 

In This Issue 

HEW FINDS - Florida, Ohio, Oklahoma, 

Illinois 

PRICES REALIZED - Alpert, Kirtley 
LETTERS AND SUCH - Feist, Alabama, Magee 
HISTORY - Tax Memorabilia 
NOTES - Washington 
BOXES 

A FEDERAL SALES TAX 
PASSING THOUGHTS 
OHIO SALES TAX STAMPS 
THE COLORADO COLLECTION 
OHIO WATERMARKS 
ELECTION 

ADVERTISEMENT - Davenport find 
BYRON JOHNSON 
ORGANIZATIONAL REPORT 




By now, many of you probably are aware of Byron Johnson's 
unexpected death. He had been active in many collecting activities 
for a long time. For us, he had been providing substantial tech¬ 
nical review for the Washington section of the new catalog. A 
friend of his prepared a tribute to him, which I've reprinted in 
this issue. 

Late word also has been received of the death of Irving 
Swalwell, after several years of suffering. Irving was also a 
founding member and life member. He had acquired a very large 
hoard of Oklahoma sales tax tokens several years ago and was 
working on them as our technical expert. 


The Editor 




New Finds 

... The Editor 


FLORIDA 


In the last issue, I provided a short note about a new find 
by Frank Bennett (R-323, Jacksonville, FL). I also indicated there 
would be more information in this issue. 

Frank has done some additional exploration, and wrote me a 
good letter with explanation and examples of his new finds. I will 
reproduce the letter, slightly edited. 

"I have enclosed three different types of 'State Sales Tax' 

Paid tickets instead of the original one I started with. 

"The Department of Natural Resources, in Tallahassee, seems 
to be the official office which handles all Florida State 
Parks. From what I gather, this office issues all tickets 
used where charges are made for park-entrances, although not 
all tickets have Tallahassee on them. To the best of my 
knowledge, none have the actual park location on them; I 
hope to check closer into this soon. 

"All three types of the enclosed came from 'Fort Clinch 
State Park,' in Fernandina Beach, FL. Ily wife and I took 
our grand-daughter and her boyfriend up to the fort to take 
pictures, giving me a chance to get the tickets. At the 
park entrance gate, I bought four tickets, barely noticing 
that one was darker than the other three. There is a four 
or five mile drive through the park to the fort; about half 
way there is a turnoff to the fishing, camping, and bathing 
beaches. At the fort, there is a small museum and at a booth 
one has to buy more tickets (the larger) for the museum and 
fort. 

"While the rest of the family toured the fort, I examined my 
cache of tickets and sorted them out. I figured out that the 
small ticket for $1.00 was the park-entrance fee for the 
driver, and the small ticket for 50p was the park-entrance 
fee for passengers. 

"On the way out, I completely threw the young man in the booth 
and the two rangers at the entrance into a complete tizzy by 
stopping to buy four more tickets; they had NEVER heard of 
anyone buying extra tickets when LEAVING the place. They 
sold them to me, but I'm sure they all thought I was the 
holiday weekend prime nut. 

"I surmise that all Florida State Parks use the same tickets. 

We have some national parks, also, but I think they're mostly 
free; if I have the chance, I'll check on that. However, we 
have two more State Parks not too far from us; them I want to 
check on. The last weekend in June, the Florida Token Society 
has a regular meeting, this time in Wakulla Springs, out on 
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the Florida Panhandle. I understand the Springs are owned 
by the Florida Park Service, so probably we'll have to buy 
tickets to get into the hotel and so forth. Of course, they 
won't have to twist my arm to sell me a ticket! 


"Out in the Panhandle are several other Florida Parks, including 
the one with Florida's only waterfall. If it isn't too far, 

I hope to get on over there to see it. The entrance ticket, 
that is; I've seen a waterfall." 
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Some, comments by the Editor: Notice the deference in the bades between 
the ■two malt ones. Is it possible that there -is a variety o& the $1.00 that 
hi also refundable? What about the leuiger ticket--maybe there Is a refundable 
vcuicetij Of) that, too. Also, cos Frank suggested in another lettea, the state 
sales tax changes from time to time [increasing, undoubtedly), so there were 
laiely to be previous versions with a lower tax rcute. 

FLORIDA FOLLOWUP 

As a result of Frank's information, I decided to write to 
the Division of Recreation and Parks, to see what additional details 
I might obtain. On the following page is the response I received, 
followed by a page on which is listed all the available tickets. 

I purchased one of each of the tickets, and on the pages after the 
list are four pages from my album, giving you an illustration of 
each ticket. In the letter I received along with the tickets, I was 
advised that obsolete tickets are generally destroyed so are not 
available from the state; and that they are going to a cash register 
system and doing away with the tickets gradually, although there may 
be a few in some of the remote parks where cash registers aren't 
worth the trouble. I have also written to National Ticket and Globe 
Ticket, to see if there are any other states that use tickets obtained 
from either company. 







TOM GARDNER 
Executive Director 


State of Florida 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 


Marjory Sconcman Douglas Building 
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 


BOB MARTINEZ 
Governor 

JIM SMITH 
Secretary of State 

BOB BUTTERWORTH ’ 
Attorney General 

GERALD LEWIS 
State Comptroller 

BILL GUNTER 
State Treasurer 


DOYLE CONNER 
Commissioner of Agriculture 

BETTY CASTOR 
Commissioner of Education 


PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY TO: 


June 28, 1988 


Mr. Merlin K. Malehorn 
American Tax Token Society 
6837 Murray Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 

Dear Mr. Malehorn: 

Your letter concerning the request for information regarding tickets used by the 
Florida state park system has been forwarded to my office. 

Attached is a listing of all tickets and the corresponding fees (including tax), 
as they are indicated on the ticket, used by the state parks system. At the end 
of the list are the addresses for two ticket companies--Globe and National. 

If you are still interested in purchasing any of these tickets, please provide 
me a list along with a check made payable to the Department of Natural Resources 
for the total amount. 

Thank you for your interest in the Florida state park system. If we can be of 
further assistance, please let us know. 



Business Mangement Unit 
Division of Recreation and Parks 

/ph 

Enclosures 


“Working together to protect Florida's future” 



Prenumbered Tickets - Florida State Parks 


Entrance Fees 


Roll Tickets: 

Entrance - $.47 + .03 tax = $.50 (White & 1 colors: green, orange, blue, red, 

yellow, gray, & brown) 


Vehicle Operator - $.95 + .50 tax = $1.00 (Gray) 

Boat Launch - $.95 + .05 = $1.00 (Gray) 

Tour Fee - $2.85 + .15 tax = $3.00 (Orange) 

$1.90 + .10 tax = $2.00 (Green) 

$ .95 + .05 tax = $1.00 (Blue) 

Canoe Rental - $2.00 + .10 tax = $2.10 (Tea) 

Guide Fee - $1.42 + .08 tax = $1.50 (Red) 


Machine Tickets: 

Entrance - $.95 + .05 tax = $1.00 (7 colors: green, orange, blue, red, yellow, 

gray i brown) 

Entrance - $.47 + .03 tax = $.50 (7 colors as above) 


Camping Fees 

Extra Person - $1.00 + .05 tax * $1.05 (Red) 


Extra Car - $2.00 + .10 tax = $2.10 (Pink) 

Electric - $2.00 + .10 tax = $2.10 (Blue) 

Primitive Camping - $1.00 + .05 tax = $1.05 (Blue) 
$1.50 + .08 tax » $1.58 (Gray) 


Senior/Disable Citizen 


Permit - $3.00 + .15 
$3.00 + .15 
$5.00 + .25 


tax = $3.15 (Green) 
tax + .06 loc. op = $3.21 
tax = $5.25 (Orange) 


(Tea) 


Inland Camping - $6.00 + .30 tax = $6.30 (White) 

$6.00 + .30 tax + .12 loc. op. (Gray) » 

$6.00 + 2.00 elec. + .40 tax * $8.40 (Yellow) 

$6.00 + 2.00 elec. + .40 tax + .12 loc. op. (Brown) 

Camping - $8.00 + .40 = $8.40 (Blue) 0BS0LETE--N0 LONGER USED 
$8.00 + 2.00 elec. + .50 tax = $10.50 (Orange) 

$8.00 + 2.00 elec. + .50 tax + .16 loc. op. (Orange) 


Coastal Camping - $10.00 + 
$ 10.00 + 
$ 10.00 + 
$ 10.00 + 


.50 tax = $10.50 (Yellow) 

.50 tax + .20 loc. op. = $10.70 (Tea) 

2.00 elec. + .60 tax = $12.60 (Pink) 

2.00 elec. + .60 tax + .20 loc. op. = $12.80 (Green) 


Keys Camping 


$12.00 + .60 tax + .24 loc. op. = $12.84 (Red) 

$12.00 + 2.00 elec. + .70 tax + .24 loc. op. = $14.94 (Purple) 


Honor Fee Envelopes - $.95 + .05 

Ticket Companies 

National Ticket 
P.0. Box 547 
Shamokin, PA 17872 
Telephone: 717/648-6803 
Contact: Mary Ann Swartz 


tax = $1.00 


Globe Ticket 
300 Constance Drive 
Warminster, PA 18974 
Telephone: 1-800-523-5968 

Contact: Brad Vail 
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DIVISION OF RECREATION AND PARKS 
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
DIVISION OF RECREATION AND PARKS 

TALLAHASSEE. FLORIDA 


CAMPING 


Camping Fee $10.00 
State Sales Tax .50 
TOTAL. 


SI 0.50 
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CAMPING 




DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
DIVISION OF RECREATION AND PARKS 

TALLAHASS EE, FLORIDA _ 

CAMPING ” 


Camping Fea * 6 0 ° 
Electricity 2.00 

State Sale* Tax .40 
TOTAL.. 


$8.40 
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DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
DIV. OF RECREATION AND PARKS 
TALLAHASSEE, FLA. 


SENIOR CITIZEN CAMPING 

CAMPING FEE $5.00 TnTAL $C OC 
STATE SALES TAX 25 IUIAL *0.^3 


REVOKABLE IN CASE OF VIOLATION 
Of PARK REGULATIONS 


DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
DIVISION UP RECREATION AND PARKS 
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RfVQKABLE IN CASE OF VIOLATIONS 

Ar n a ni/ infai'ii aA... » vr : 


PROCEDURES FOR PAYING ENTRANCE FEES 


1. Required entrance fee Is SI .00 per vehicle. Entrance fees are not 
required from annual entrance permit holders. 

2. Put fee in envelope, tear off stub, seal envelope and put envelope 
In deposit box. 

3. Display envelope stub or annual entrance permit on driver’s side 
of dashboard, clearly visible from the outside of the vehicle. 
Persons entering by commercial vehicle, on foot, on bicycle, or as 
groups should retain the stub In their possession. 


Make checks payable to the Department of Natural Resources. 

no. 436201 




























































Some additional notes: (1) the seven different colors for 

entrance tickets are for seven days in the week; (2) the $1. machine- 
issue tickets were used exclusively at one park which had two different 
entrance fees; (3) tour fees are used at parks which offered guided 
tours of sites, features, etc; (4) the guide fee tickets are obsolete 
but are basically the same as tour fee tickets; (5) different primitive 

camping fees have to do with facilities vs. no facilities at the site; 
(6) three prices for disabled have to do with what kind of camping 
is being paid for. 

OHIO 


In Newsletter 53 (July-September 1987) I included a comment 
about something I had run across in one of Jerry Schimmel's early 
mail bid lists, The specific items were three different small 
envelopes.used by merchants to put the Ohio Consumer's Sales Tax 
Receipts in. The three listed were Alms and Doepke, Cincinnati, 
in yellow and in buff; and Shillito's, Cincinnati, in white. 


Since.that comment in the newsletter, I've run across one 
other. It is illustrated below. Obviously there must have been 
many more of these things. Do you have some? If so, send me 
photocopies, full size, and tell me the color of the printing 
and the paper. We d like to include these in the new catalog, 
but it would be nice to be able to provide some illustrations of 
a few of them. 


SAVE YOUR SALES 
TAX RECEIPTS! 



# Ohio State Sales Tax 
payments may be de¬ 
ducted from your 
Federal Income Tax. 

0 Saveyou.r tax receipts. 
They must be present¬ 
ed to the Federal Tax 
Auditor should he de¬ 
mand verification of 
your deduction. 



\ 




OKLAHOMA and ILLINOIS 


Earl Dale reports in recent correspondence: 


"I have an Oklahoma #16 that is blank on the reverse 
and the l's are double lines. I have two SPARTA, IL 
(#84), one is the Chits BLACK LETTERS on ORANGE, the 
other is BLACK LETTERS on YELLOW." 


Prices Realized 


Prices realized in Stephen Alpert's Mail Bid Sale 
which closed June 20, are shown below: 


886. Daniel's Sales Token...Da¬ 
niel's Pure Food Store...ic 
One Quarter Cent $c;black on 
gold, 2tx1", Unc. 

887. TiskiIwa, Sales Tax Token, 
Value—Kent;black on orange, 
2x1 1/8",Unc. 

888. Pinckneyvi1le Sales Token 
...One Quarter Cent;2 diff. 
pieces,2|x1"(XF-AU) and 2x1 
"(AU,wavy bends) 

889. Cathlamet Commercial Club 
.Emergency Tax Token,Redee¬ 
mable... for One Sales Tax 
Token;4 pieces,diff.colors: 
black on white,green, purple 
.orange. AU-Unc. 

890.Spokane Retail Trade Bur¬ 
eau, Emergency Token,Redeem¬ 
able for 3Z Sales Tax Token 
To...1941;black on white,2x 
1", Unc. 

891. Arcola,111.,Arcola Adver¬ 
tising Club,Tax Token,One- 
Fourth Cent...;black on red 
,2x1j",VF,creases & small 
water spots 

892. Good For California Reta¬ 
il Sales Tax On...Five Cen¬ 
ts At Any White Log Tavern; 
black on ol ive, 1 "square, line 

893. Randolph County Assoc... 
Retailers,One-Fourth Cent; 
black on white,1"square,AU, 
rubber-stamped on back:"Th¬ 
is Token A Reprint".Looks old 

894. This Receit...Exchangeab¬ 
le for one Wash...State Sa¬ 
les Tax Token by(in red: M- 
ecca::% Point Cafes)...bef¬ 
ore 1935;black on 2-tone 
green,2x1",Unc. 


$3.50 

$5.00 

$9.00 

$ 6.00 

$3.36 

$7.00 

$4.16 

$ 2.10 

$3.36 


902.Coupon For North Carolina 
Sales Tax,Good For 1-3 Of 
One Cent Tax...Wallace 5-10 
-25c Stores;paper,black on 
pale yellow,2ixl.75",Unc. 

903.Ohio,Official Prepaid Sa¬ 
les Tax Receipt,One Dollar 
(rubberstamped"W.Woolworth. 
..").Punchcard,used, 4x2-jr", 
black&red on gold,XF-AU 

904,Ohio Sales Tax One Dollar 
punchcard,unused,data on 
rev.;4 x2t", black on buffUnc 

905.One Dollar tax punchcard 
of Arch Copsey,Spring Vall¬ 
ey,Ohio,with attached stub. 
Unused,data on rev.,5'x2i", 
Unc. 

906. as above, M. E. Barnet, Bel 1- 
brook,Ohio.Used,no stub,4x 
2i",XF 

907. small coin envelope,4*x2i 
".boldly printed(black on 
buff):Sales Tax Receipts 
For This Purchase Enclosed, 
The Alms & Doepke Co.Cinci¬ 
nnati,©. VF-XF 

908.Ohio Sales Tax Consumer's 
Receipts:lot of 21 diff. :1c 
(3), 2<z(2), 3c. 6c(3), 9<z(2), 15 
c(2).30c(2).60e.$H,$3(3). 
$15. All HxH",XF-AU. 

909.Ohio Sales Tax Consumer's 
Receipt(about Hx-j" with V- 
endor's Stub at left).3 pi¬ 
eces: 1 c,2c, 3c. Each #xt",AU 

910.Complete strips of 10 ve¬ 
rtical Ohio Sales Tax Cons¬ 
umer's Receipts with Vendo¬ 
r's stubs at left:1c(3diff. 
), 2c. 3c, 6c,9c( 2s trips,one 
with serial#s),12c,60c,$15 
(2,one with serial#s). 12 
strips in all,each 3x14"Unc 


No. 30, 

$ 6.00 


$4.50 


$2.15 

$3.55 


$1.28 

$ 10.10 


no bid 


$1.55 

$37.50 
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895. Warboy's,1 Mi 11:complete 
2ix3j"card of 20(2xl0)with 
horiz.scoring.B1ack on whi¬ 
te, Unc. 

896. as above,but j Mill;Unc. 

897. another i Mill card,size 
21x3*",AU 

898.State Tax Memorandum, Si 1- 
ver's 5-10 And $1.00 Stores 
(50s punch values at top); 
paper,unused,3x1*",stamped 
on back"H.L.Green Co...Cha- 
rlston.W.Va." 

899.Sales Tax Memorandum,F.W. 
Woolworth Co(tear-off corn¬ 
ers for 35c).Paper,complete 
,3x2",AU 


$3.00 

$1.55 
no bid 

$3.25 


$ 6.00 


900. North Carolina Sales Tax 
Coupon,Rose's 5—10—25c Sto- 
res(35cas above);paper,com¬ 
plete, 3x2",black on salmonAU 

901. No.Car.Sales tax Coupon as 
above,for McLellen Stores Co 
...(values at right).Paper, 
black on.white,complete, 3x2 
", Unc. 

1368.Tenino,Wash.,1-5 Cent, 
Sales Tax.../I935(donkey, 
etc);1" square 

1502.Simplicity Tax.../(train) 
1% Sales Tax Penny 1921...; 
C,?3mm,F 


$ 6.00 

$ 6.00 


$ 10.00 

$4.05 


Prices 
June 14, are 


realized in Chuck Kirtley's 
shown below; 


Sale No. 


36, which closed 


1081. WA #34, 35, 36, and 37. Cathla- 
met Commercial Club. All UNC. 

1082. WA # 38 and 39. Centralia. 

Pioneer Days Celebration. Both UNC 

1083. WA # 42a and 42b. Colfax Retail 
Trade Bureau. Both UNC. 

1084. WA 44. Kelso. VF. 

1085. WA # 45 and 46. Longview. 

Both UNC 

1086. WA # 49. Spokane. FINE. 

1087. WA # 50. Spokane. UNC. 

1088. WA # 51. Stevenson. UNC. 

1089. WA # 63b. Brehm's Stores, 

Seattle. UNC. 

1090. WA # 64b. Brewster Cigar Co. UNC. 

1091. WA # 65a. Buchmann Hdwe, Inc. 
Seattle. Strip of 5. All UNC. 

1092. WA # 66 b. Eba 1 s Mutual Groceries 
Inc. UNC. 

1093. WA # 69. Freda Gandler. UNC. 

1094. WA # 70. G.O. Guy, Inc. 

Seattle. VF. 

1095. WA # 72a. Mecca 5 Point 
Cafes. Strip of 5. All UNC. 

1096. WA # 74a. Neupert's Grocery. 

Strip of 5. All UNC. 

1097. WA # 76. Ranier Packing Co. 

UNC . 


$5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.26 

1.00 

1.15 
1.00 
1.00 

10.35 

6.15 
6.28 

16.55 

2.28 

3.10 

2.10 
8.20 
1.05 


1098. WA # 77. Rhodes Department 
Store. UNC. 

1099. KY # 7 and 8 . Both AU with 
staple holes. 

1100. NC # 8 . Eagle Stores. UNC. 

1101. NC # 25. McLellen Stores Co. AU 

1102. NC # 26. Newberry's. AU. 

1103. NC # 28. Postoffice Lunch, 
Statesville. UNC. 

1104. NC # 32. Souther 5 & 10c Stores 
Davidson, N.C. and Pineville, N.C. 

UNC . 

1105. WV # 4. S.S. Kresage. UNC. 

1106. WV # 23. Silver's. UNC. 

1107. P-JB-1. Jerry Bates' Personal 
wooden replica of MO milktops. 

UNC. 


$ 1.00 

4.00 

4.00 

t:8B 

7.50 

4.25 

4.00 

4.00 

1.15 


1108. P-JB-5 through 10. Jerry Bates' 

personal replicas of KY tax stamps. 6.15 
5 pieces. All .UNC. 

1121. Schimmel. U.S. State-Issued Sales 

Tax Tokens. 2nd edition. 1980. Paper o Cf) 
back. 26 pages. Like new. 

1197. Tax Token . Simplicity Tax. 1 nn 

SM-1. EF. 

1198. Tax Token . WA, Tenino. WA-123. ~J 5 Q 
VF. Wooden. 


Letters and Such 


Bill Feist (Santa Rosa, CA), who is not a member of ATTS 
but is involved in a number of wooden money organizations writes 
that ". . . one thing I learned some years ago from Dora Majors 

(wife of Don Majors) who printed that Tenino woods. She told me 
Don was a bit tight with money, and when the ink ran a bit low, he 
would add a bit of water to it. One reason for some of the different 
colors one finds in the tokens... For three years I made the trip 
to Tenino for the Wooden Money and Coin Show... enjoyed talking to 
Dora Majors. She was 80 some at the time... I take the Tenino paper 
to keep informed of things in that area." 



Tim Vavenpont pnovided thti letten. Note that the individual who wnote 
the. letten &aye> that Alabama uied aluminum, zinc, ^ibne, candboand, and plastic 
material. lie know about the otken loan, but what even happened to the eaAdboajid? 
14 he coAAect, oa wax, that Something thought about but neveA actually uted? Ha6 
anyone even e>een on doet> anyone know about any Alabama candboand ealei .tax tokem? 

. . .The Editon 
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H. G. DOWLING 

COMMISSIONER OF REVENUE 


STATE OF ALABAMA 

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 
MONTGOMERY 2, ALA. 

August 28, 1946 


JULIA KLINGC 
SECRETARY 


Mr. Lartin W. Maret 
309 Newton Street 
Albert Lea, Minnesota 

Dear Sir: 


We regret very much that we cannot comply with 
your request of august 23 in furnishing you the informa¬ 
tion requested. Ko complete records have been kept on 
the various type tokens we have distributed. 

when tokens were originally distributed, it was 
the intention to use aluminum one-mill and brass five- 
mill but due to our inability to obtain this material, 
we have nad to use aluminum, zinc, fibre, cardboard,.and. 
plasaic. quantities of all types are still in distrioution 
but there is no record we have which would give us the 
number outstanding or the date of issue. 

appreciating your letter and regretting our 
inability to give this information, we are 

Yours very truly, 

oTATm DEPARTMENT 01' R2VENUE 



l 

fobacco 


•‘•ax 


, chief 
division 



A in.Le.nd friom Arizona recently sent me a copy ol A m entcan Collector , 
kphJJL 1975. In dot was an article on tax memorabilia, most ol which delated to 
sales tax tokens. I'm reprinting it herewith. I had to cat and rearrange a bit 
to lit it on the page, bat all the content is included. . . . The Editor 


History’s 

Rebate Of 

Tax Memoriabilia 


The other side of tax collecting 

By BARBARA J. BIGHAM 


F or most of us, tax time 
comes only once a year- 
in April, and even that’s 
too often. But some collectors 
have a way of lining even the 
darkest clouds with silver. For 
them every month is April. They 
have found a delightful hobby in 
collecting tax related items. 

It should copie as no surprise 
that tax-related items are prime 
collectibles, for taxes (unlike 
rebates) have been an important 
part of our country’s growth ever 
since Colonial days. With the 
Bicentennial drawing near, there 
is a new awareness of the Revolu¬ 
tion, which was, of course, 
sparked by taxes. Tax items 
dealing with the Revolution are 
especially sought after due to 
their obvious historical value. 

There is, in fact, a bit of fine 
Bicentennial irony here. While 
“taxation without representa¬ 
tion” was one of the strongest 
rallying points of the Revolution, 
the hated tax stamps placed on so 
many products by England are 
now highly valued by America’s 
collectors. Many of the tax 
stamps fetch relatively high 
prices, usually dependant large¬ 
ly upon what item they are 
attached to. Newspapers, legal 
papers and documents often have 
the stamp still attached. 



Tax tokens are inexpensive (a nickel 
to $1, usually), and they are interesting 
items for collectors. Most axe metal, 
but a few, like the Oklahoma one 
shown here, are made of cardboard. 



' After declaring independence, 
taxation was all but abolished in 
this country. Distrust of central 
government and the long¬ 
standing hatred of British taxes 


were behind our Founding Fa¬ 
thers’ decision to withhold the 
power of taxation from the Con¬ 
tinental Congress. That, how¬ 
ever, didn’t last for long. Without 
taxes the country nearly went 
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broke, and when the Constitution 
was formulated, Congress was 
given the power to “lay and 
collect taxes, duties, imports and 
excises:’’ But it took the Ameri¬ 
can people quite a while to accept 
the idea, and after the Whisky 
Rebellion in 1794 (to protest 
taxes on liquor), excise taxes 
were abolished by President Tho¬ 
mas Jefferson. 

Internal revenue taxes were an, 
on-again, off-again affair until 
the Civil War, and there are few 
tax-related items to be found 
until that period. With wartime 
debts and expenses skyrocket¬ 
ing, President Lincoln signed 
into law a tax system which was 
the foundation for the present 
internal revenue system. There 
were taxes on income, on banks, 
on tobacco, advertisements, rail¬ 
roads, liquor and beer—even 
stamps on perfume, cosmetics 
and other commodities. There 
was, for that matter, a tax levied 
in 1899 on opium (a sort of 
forerunner of the Marijuana Tax 
Act which made that substance 
illegal). 

Perhaps the most interesting of 
the vast number of tax items in 
this period was the receipt for 
withholding taxes. These were 
first used in 1864, and they were 
the forerunner of the W-2 form. 
Tax stamps from this period are 
also plentiful—usually found on 
deeds, legal documents, paper 
goods and photographs. Al¬ 
though highly collectible, these 
stamps have survived in such 
great numbers that they have no- 
significant monetary value yet. 
They add to the cost of certain 
items, but they are seldom the 
main attraction. 

TAX STAMPS AFFIXED? 

While $2 to $5 might be the 
price for the Civil War-era with¬ 
holding tax form, tax stamps 



Tax stamps are still available in fairly 
large quantities, affixed to photos, 
advertisements and legal documents. 


On Feb. 25, 1913, Congress 
passed the 16th Amendment, 
giving itself the right to levy 
income taxes. While that might 
have been a black day for most 
taxpayers, it was just the oppo¬ 
site for collectors—what fol¬ 
lowed was an avalanche of tax 
tokens, tax books, tax stamps, 
tax receipts and tax forms. War 
Revenue Acts were passed in 
1917 to help foot the bill for the 
Great War, and that action 
spawned a mountain of posters 
and buttons proclaiming the 
patriotic side of taxes. Year after 
year new taxes were thought up 
until, by 1945, the IRS was col¬ 
lecting $45 billion a year! 

While the federal government 
was busy taxing income, the 
individuel states were taxings 
everything else (“if you try to 
walk, they’ll tax your feet" goes 
the song). Sales taxes accounted 
for most state income, and for 
most of the tax-related collecti¬ 


bles as well. Every state imposed 
a sales tax ofsomekind and prior 
to the 1940s many of them issued 
tax tokens for use in paying tax. 
Although it’s difficult to believe 
today, there was a time when the 
sales tax for a purchase often 
equalled less than one penny. 
Tax tokens were used as fraction¬ 
al cents to pay these minute 
amounts, or were given as 
change from a penny. Dividing 
the penny into 10 “mills,” the 
tokens were issued, normally, in 
one-, two- and five-mill denomi¬ 
nations. 

INTERESTING REMINDERS 
By the early 1940s, higher tax 
rates made the less-than-a-penny 
amounts unnecessary; the tokens 
were dropped. Today they remain 
as interesting reminders of an 
age when the grocery bill didn't 
seem to double when the tax was 
added. Most of the tokens are 
metal (although a few states did 
print them on cardboard) and, are 
well within the budget category, 
selling for five cents to a dollar. 

OLD TOKENS STORED 
Most collectors aim for at least 
one token from each state that 
issued them. Those from Iowa 
and the Dakotas are, for some 
reason, the hardest to find. Com¬ 
piling acollection of tokens from 
every state takes quite a bit of 
searching, but state govern¬ 
ments themselves often help out. 
State Tax Commissions some¬ 
times have a pile of the old tokens 
stored in a back room and more 
than glad to foster good will by 
passing a few out to collectors. A 
letter to the Tax Commissioner of 
your state might cut you in on 
this tiny but fascinating rebate. 


seldom command that much. 
Some dealers boost the price of $1 
carte de visites (a type of early 
photograph) to as much as $2.00 
if they bear tax stamps. 

For nearly 50 years after the 
Civil War, taxation was again a 
secondary source of government 
income. In 1895 the Supreme 
Court even went so far as to 
declare income tax, as it had 
previously been applied, uncon¬ 
stitutional. 



In 1864 withhold¬ 
ing tax was esta¬ 
blished. Receipts 
like this (an early 
W-2 form) are 
highly collecti¬ 
ble. The receipt 
shown might 
bring anywhere 
from $2 to |S from 
a collector. 
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GREEN BAUM. 


This poster, reflecting the danger of 
the “revenewers” occupation a centu¬ 
ry ago, is worth $15 to $20, according to 
one dealer—more because it is a 
wanted poster than because it is a tax 
collectible. 


Although antique shops and 
swap meets yield fairly good 
results, as do the classified ads in 
collectors magazines, a particu¬ 
larly good source is the coin 
dealer. Like trade tokens, tax 
tokens are a peripheral area for 
coin collectors, and many coin 
shops offer tax tokens from time 
to time. 

FOR ONCE, NO FAKES 

Unlike trade tokens, however, 
tax tokens have not yet become 
so much in demand that reprodu¬ 
cing them would be profitable. If 
they ever do reach that kind of 
popularity, fakes could become a 
real headache (they’re easier to 
fake than coins). But for now tax- 
related items of all kinds are 
almost surely genuine. 

Perhaps the highest-priced tax 
item of all is a wanted poster, 
whether for murder, theft or tax- 
related crime. This might sell for 
$15 to $20, depending on a number 
of variables. 

Go ahead! Hate that Form 1040, 



Tax tokens were often attractively 
designed. This one from Arizona may 
be the most handsome of all. 


but don’t pass up those tax- 
related collectibles that can pay 
off in historical value. □ 


Washington Notes 

One of the "pending" matters to be settled with regard to 
"lost" tokens has to do with the reports of possible tokens in 
several towns in Washington. Chits states, for example, under 
HOQUIAM and OLYMPIA that there had been a report of tokens in use 
in those communities. Several other towns are also mentioned. 

George Magee provided these reports; his procedure for obtaining 
information was to make an inquiry at a specific targeted town 
and ask also for information about surrounding communities. If 
he received a report of possible usage, it was noted, but there 
was no guarantee that such tokens had been used in those towns. 

To try to close this matter out before we create the new 
catalog, I've been making inquiries to a number of experts on 
Washington. Some of our members (Byron Johnson, Les Albright, 
and others) have indicated that there is no known information. 

I recently wrote to still another individual to whom I had been 
referred, and received a rather lengthy reply which I have quoted 
below. The individual is Robert Leberman, of Airway Heights, WA. 
Undoubtedly many of you collectors know him. 

"I have been over in the western section of Washington running 
down rumors and going through newspaper files from 1932 to 
1940 in the libraries that have them and at some newspapers, 
museums, but I found no notes on any wood tax tokens in ads or 
stories. Some newspapers such as Seattle carried a lot to do 



17 

about the start of sales taxes in the summer issues. I found 
no information of tax tokens made of wooden items outside of 
Tenino. The Tenino paper didn't list any other than those of 
the Thurston County Independent and it didn't give any color 
or how many they issued. 


1 d ? ne , a lot of research in the Blaine area. There is 

nothing m the papers of that area and none of the DeoDle in 
JS® gr ? u P ? f 60 r 90 that 1 talked to remember any (wooden 

unn , t ? kens ^ ) • I P lak U P a lot of crazy stories about their 
wood issues (of other kinds) 

As far as I can find out the Olympia wood was printed in 
Tenino (no proof, however). I have been in the South Bend 
area and Hoquiam and found no information on any other items 
though I ye seen woods or wood grains other than those listed. 
The best I could find out, the woods for both were printed 

/^ n ^ b ® rde ® n 1 - Ad dorth Bend, the only I found were small rounds 
(not tax tokens) printed most likely in the 1940s. 

t ? Wn ? Q oQ SU1 y s 5 h ? dr own flat type woods are from 1939 to 
Thp Ani In 1939 ’ the Golden Jubilee Year, many towns issued woods 
The only one I know to have been locally is the Spokane woods. 
All others were printed by John B. Rogers Producing Co., 

linr°/]tkn ° (1939 - 19A1 >- Some flats issued by coin clubs 

r1 19 ?° P rinted b y local printers, including Tenino 
Com Club, Olympia and Seattle Coin Clubs. I have heard rumors 

to dead ends 111 1SSUeS ° f the 1930s bu t they have always lead 


"As far as the Tenino issues are concerned, I have never been 
abie to locate a picture of the donkey (hat less bust facing 
right with legend) and have found no pictures or information 
on tokens not listed (in Chits .)" 

Boxes 

Among other things we are thinking about trying to include 
in our new catalog, we are interested in the containers in which 
they came. We know that the MO cardboard tokens came in cardboard 
tubes, for example. I m not aware of any of the tubes in any 
collections, although possibly some of you have some tubes. Another 
container was boxes. In some of the boxes the tokens were loose, 
in others they were in rolls. Most of the boxes contained 500 tokens, 
although there is at least one known box that contained 300. Then 
of course there is also the matter of the rolls themselves. 

On the next page are photocopies of the labels on the boxes 
of which I have pictures. I have also indicated what tokens were 
inside them, as far as any information has been provided to me. 

The pictures are approximately 40% of full size. 


Send me any information you have such as pictures of other 
boxes or the same boxes with other colored imprints, other tokens 
in the boxes, and so on. 
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i-*-- :u i i 


WA #29 

emerald on brown 


UT #8 in rolls 
black on brown 
(Courtesy R. Blaylock) 
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A Federal Sales Tax 

Merlin K. Malehorn L-179 

Although there is no national sales tax, it's not that the 
idea has never been pushed. One of the most obvious evidences to 
members of ATTS is the Simplicity Tax Token (#SM-1 in Chits ). It 
was a product of the National Council of Traveling Salemen's 
Associations. Dated 1921, it was a part of their campaign for a 
national sales tax. 

However, over the course of the years, there have been more 
serious attempts than that campaign. I have a copy of the book 
A Federal Sales Tax , E.R. Nichols, The H. W. Wilson Company, 

New York, 1942, which is very interesting. The means by which our 
participation in World War II was to be financed were of considerable 
concern at the national level, and there was rather serious thought 
given to imposition of a national sales tax. This book of over 250 
pages is an excellent summary of the hearings, positions, and other 
matters relevant to the debate. There is a seventeen page summary 
by the editor at the front; unfortunately, that's just too long to 
include in the Newsletter. But there are a lot of interesting tid¬ 
bits here and there in the book. 

For example, since the House Committee on Ways and Means 
was holding hearings on the matter of revenue to pay for the war, 
the Treasury Department submitted a long memorandum (21 pages) 
on "Federal Manufacturers' Wholesale and Retail Sales Taxes." 

It covered subjects such as the tax base, persons subject to the 
tax, exemptions, estimates of revenue, tax rates, estimates of 
number of taxpayers, lack of uniformity in tax bases depending on 
which base were to be selected, effect on consumer prices, the 
distribution of the sales tax burden, administrative problems, 
what objectors to the sales tax overlook, and other things. 

Here is one little extract from the memorandum. It is from 
the section on administrative problems. 

4. Problems of tax amounting to a fraction of a cent. It is 
difficult to devise a retail sales schedule which will permit all 
kinds of retail businesses to shift the exact amount of tax. 

This difficulty arises from the limited divisibility in the medium 
of exchange (1 cent) and the small size of many retail sales. 

The states have attempted to frame methods of collection 
whereby retailers will recover on an average the amount they 
must pay the state. State administrators generally have prescribed 
a schedule for uniformly adding the tax to prices. Under this 
schedule or bracket system the amount to be collected on sales 
of various sizes is specified. While it is simple enough in its 
operation, it does not provide precision. There necessarily must 
be discrimination or penny splitting. 

Many of the states minimize effective tax rate variations 
by providing a taxpaying medium in fractional-cent denomina-- 
tions. Tokens eliminate most of the inequity in applying the 
sales tax to small purchases but they are a source of annoyance 
and inconvenience to the taxpayer and create some danger of 
counterfeiting. Because of the nuisance aspects, some states 
have abandoned their use. 
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Here is another extract. 


History of Federal General Sales Tax Proposals 

The federal government has never imposed a general sales 
tax, but at various periods in our history Congress has given 
consideration to such a tax. 

Civil War. The first movement for a general sales tax in 
the United States occurred during the Gvil War. While the 
proposal of a general sales tax was rejected by Congress, a 
comprehensive system of production and consumption taxes was 
established. 

1918-21. After the World War a demand arose for the 
repeal of the excess-profits tax, reduction of the surtax rates 
on individual incomes, and elimination of the special war 
excises. Hie sales tax was brought forth as a possible alternative 
source of. revenue. 

Senator Borah introduced a bill in September 1918 providing 
for a transactions tax. This proposal was presented at the 
hearing before the Senate Finance Committee on the Revenue 
Act of 1918, but no action was taken. 

During the first session of the Sixty-seventh Congress, 
Senator Smoot introduced a series of sales-tax amendments 
(five in number) to the Revenue Act of 1921. The first 
proposal was a 1 per cent turn-over tax which applied to all 
sales (or leases) of goods in excess of an annual turn-over of 
|6,000. When Strong opposition was expressed to the proposal 
oc the floor of the Senate, Senator Smoot presented a revised 
bill providing for a 3 per cent manufacturers’ and producers’ 
tax. Later in the session the second Smoot amendment was 
reintroduced in a modified form providing for a 1 per cent 
manufacturers’ and producers’ tax. This proposal was voted 
on and defeated November 3, 1921.. The following day Senator 
Smoot proposed a 0.5 per cent turn-over tax which also was 
defeated, A third and final proposal for a 3 per cent production 
tax was defeated 3 days later. 10 

After the failure of the Smoot amendments, the sales-tax 
issue remained closed for about 10 years. 

1932. In 1932 the sales tax issue was revived. The Treas¬ 
ury Department’s tax recommendations submitted to the House 
Ways and Means Committee in January 1932, expressed op¬ 
position to a general sales tax and favored excise taxes on selected 
commodities.' A bill providing for a 2.25 per cent sales tax 
introduced by Representative Crisp, acting chairman of the Com¬ 
mittee on Ways and Means, was considered in connection with 
hearings on the revenue bill of 1932 and was reported as part 
of the revenue bill. The Treasury Department withdrew its 
objection to the sales tax and supported the committee’s bill. 
When the revenue bill was considered in the House on March 
24, 1932, an amendment offered by Representative Doughton 
to strike the sales tax was adopted. Efforts to restore the tax 
to the revenue bill on April 1, 1932, were defeated. 



1933-41. A 1.75 per cent manufacturers’ sales tax was 
offered by Senators Reed, Walsh, and Byrd as an amendment 
to the National Industrial Recovery Act, but was defeated on 
June 9, 1933. 

Beginning with the McGroarty, bill (the first so-called 
Townsend pension bill) introduced in January 1935, a series 
of bills (more than a score in number) providing for sales taxes 
of broad application, transactions taxes or gross income taxes, 
have been proposed as means of financing old-age pensions. 
Congressional committees have given careful consideration to 
certain of these bills in connection with House and Senate hear¬ 
ings on the economic security bill in 1935 and hearings of the 
House Select Committee Investigating Old Age Pension Organi¬ 
zation in 1936. One of the bills (H. R. 6466) introduced by 
Representative Hendricks in May 1939, was reported by the 
Ways and Means Committee without recommendation and was 
defeated when it came to vote on June 1, 1939. 


A Passing Thought 

... The Editor 

It occurs to me that there is a major gap in the knowledge we 
have about sales tax tokens. It is one that I suspect will never be 
filled in, due to its nature, but one of which we should be aware. 

Give some thought to the process by which a business man 
obtained the tokens he needed to operate his business, and to the 
processes by which the state distributed them. Even in the 30s, 
good business practice would not have permitted such procedures 
without some sort of documentation. States must have kept some 
sort of inventory records, records of orders to manufacturers, 
records of distribution to local level outlets, etc. The local 
outlets, whether they were banks or some sort of state office, 
must have had some sort of recordkeeping process. When a merchant 
wanted tokens, he must have filled out some sort of order form. 

Those of you who are in business for yourselves can quickly come 
up with a host of such "papers" or "documents" needed in the business 
world. 


Whatever happened to all these sorts of things? Have any 
survived? We have a very few examples of related items, such as 
business licenses and reports of business revenue and tax trans¬ 
mitted to the state, but almost nothing else. 

It might be interesting to try to find some small business 
in your area, if it was a tax token state, that operated back in 
those days and is still operating, and then see whether they have 
kept business records that far back. Most doubtful, I'd say, but 
one never knows. 
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The (\o Homing aAticle Is fafiom Linn's Weekly Stamp New* , pKobably In late 
7 935 ok sometime In 1936 ; I haven't had time to biack It damn exactly... EcUtoa. 

Ohio Sales Tax Stamps 

By Leo M. Goerth 

With the Collaboration of Harrison Dunseth, Clifford Shafer, Louis Gardner 


T HE Ohio sales tax stamps are 
no doubt unique in the field of 
collecting revenue for purposes 
of the state. In reality they are not 
even a stamp but merely a printed re¬ 
ceipt which is used by tearing in half 
to show that the tax has been paid. 
There are several states that have a 
sales tax on their statute books, but 
none have such a complex system of 
collecting it. Most states permit the 
retailer to absorb rhe tax (which 
works hardship on the small fellow) 
hut not so in Ohio, no partiality is 
shown. 

Much time has been spent trying to 
arrange a satisfactory check list. 
There are many differences in the 
separate issues but only a sufficient 
number has been given in order to 
identify them correctly. 

The writer would like to ask the 
readers of Linn’s Weekly if a suffi¬ 
cient number of them would be in¬ 
terested in a regular column which 
would be given entirely to state 
revenues. The writer has been inter¬ 
ested in this field for several years and 
with the help of the readers could 
present very interesting articles on 
this side line. A penny post card to 
the editor will suffice. 

• The writer wishes to thank, Harri¬ 
son Dunseth, whose eagle eye and 
stooping efforts have brought many 
of these varieties to light; Louis 
Gardner, Manager of a branch bank, 
for letting the writer look through 
the stock of stamps of the state; 
Clifford Shafer for his help in pre¬ 
paring this check list. 

The writer hopes his humble efforts 
and those of his collegues are ap¬ 
preciated and will welcome criticism 
as to errors and omissions. 

Facts common to all issues: 
PAPER 

Yellow surfaced, wmk. Horizontal, 
multiple OHIO except where 
noted 


PERFORATIONS 

12/2 except where noted 


Superior Printing & Lttho. Co. 
Akron, Ohio 


COLORS 

All issues of the same value are 
approximately the same color 


The bi-colors have an added color. 


1c Blue 
2c Red 
3c Brown 
6c Green 
9c Gray 

IMPRINT 


12c 

15c 

30c 

60c 

£1.50 

$3.00 Black 


Magenta 
Orange 
Olive Green 
Heliotrope 
Purple 


All except 4 issues have the printers 
name inscribed below the lower frame 
of each half. Of the 4, three do not 
have an imprint, the others have it 
only on the right side. 


Strobridge Lithocraphing Co. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


TYPE I 
No Imprint 
lc-6c 

TYPE II 

Right half has imprint 
6c. 


TYPE I 

Imprint—19 M.M. long 
Rouletted— 

lc Pale green & dark Blue 
3c Brown & Orange 

TYPE II 

Imprint—21 M.M. long 
Rouletted 

30c Olive green Sc Bright grn. 
60c Heliotrope and Blue 

TYPE III 

Same as type II except printed in 
one color. 
lc-2c-3c. 

Reserve Lithographing Co. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

TYPE I 

Imprint—14 M.M. long, 1 M.M. 
from lower frame 
2c-3c-9c-l 5c. 

TYPE II 

Imprint—15 M.M. long 
]/ 2 M.M. from lower frame 
2c-3c-9c-12c-15c-30c. 


Columbia B^nk Note Co. 
Chicago, III/ 


Note: There are 2 varieties of the 
15c. 


TYPE I 

Space between halves—3mm. wide 
Imprint—13.£ MM. long 
lc-30c-60c-$1.50-$3.00 

TYPE II 

Space between halves—5mm. wide 
Imprint—16 mm. long 
lc-2c 

TYPE III SERIAL NUMBERS 
Space between halves—5.75mm. 
Imprint—16 mm. long 
lc—Dull Blue and red. 

Note: The stamps are packed & 
stapled in stacks of 100. More of this 
series will no doubt appear as it was 
the last contract let. 


Variety A—On the Consumer’s 
receipt, the l's in 15 have a short' 
serif, and the left “1” is'»*^ M.M. or 
more from the left inner frame line. 

Variety B—The l’s have a long 
serif and practically touches the inner 
frame line. 

TYPE III 

Same as Type II 
lc 

Note: This stamp has various com¬ 
binations of lines & curves in the 
margin between the halves of the 
stamp. A device to prevent reuse. 
If no more values of this type appear 
lit can be listed as Type II. 



SPACE FILLER 
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Tun Warner P. Simpson Co. 
Columbus, Ohio 

TYPE I 

No imprint. 

Slot Rouletted 

Vertical Watermarked 

12c. 

Some mention should be made of 
the Type III of the Reserve Litho. 
Co. This was an emergency con¬ 
tract given to them to serve until the 
serial number type was ready for dis¬ 
tribution. By marking each stamp 
on the plate with‘various combina¬ 
tions of lines and curves, they were 
able to produce a temporary substi¬ 
tute. 

.To date the writer has about 25 
varieties out of a possible 200 as that 
is the probable size of the plate, and 
would appreciate having correspon¬ 
dence to secure others. 

- •- 



"Uh-oh, her© comes the mike again. 

Cut the babershop quartet and go back to 
mournful whistling." 


Another Passing Thought 

When you read through the collection of clippings now in our 
hands (for example, Clippings , Volume 1, November 1987), you can 
create a lot of speculations to which we will probably never have 
an answer. Just to illustrate: 

° Clippings - extracts from the Albuquerque Journal 

- One legislative proposal was for tokens of half-cent 
and quarter-cent denomination. Do you suppose some 
vendor of tokens looking for business would have been 
involved and might have created a sample or two? 

- Another bill under consideration was amended to permit 
the state tax commission to issue fractional stamps. 

Any samples, do you suppose? Would the state tax 
commission have created any drawings? 

- An article of August 5, 1935, reports that "the tokens 

issued in other states are of a hexagon, or some other 
odd-shape . . What caused the paper to report a 

hexagonal token? Were they wrong, or did some token 
disappear, or did some state consider hexagonal shapes 
and reject them? Any samples manufactured? 





The Colorado Collection 

Merlin K. Malehorn L-279 

In my continuing quest to find out what sales tax tokens are 
in the hands of various state museums, state historical societies, 
state archives, and other such organizations, I wrote to the Colorado 
Division of State Archives and Public Records, and the Colorado 
Historical Society. The Historical Society is part of the Colorado 
State Museum. In response, for a modest fee the State Archives sent 
me some photocopied information about the state tax law and the rules 
and regulations. The Historical Society, for a modest fee, photo¬ 
copied the catalog cards for the tokens in their collection. 

There are 75 catalog cards in the photocopy sent to me. The 
cards indicate anywhere from one to five tokens received, and sometimes 
more. There appear to be about 200 tokens total. They are from 
Colorado, Oklahoma, Missouri, Mississippi, Arizona, Washington, 

Kansas, Louisiana, Alabama, Utah, and New Mexico. Almost all were 
donated by James W. Eardeley on September 30, 1943. There are a 
few donated by Governor John C. Vivian on April 27, 1953, and seven 
cards indicating other donors including the famous "unknown." 

A review of the cards also indicates that quite a few tokens 
were later donated by the Historical Society to their sister groups 
in other states. All of this later donated was dated April 29, 1966, 
which must have been a "purge the extras" day. 

As you might expect, the tokens are not cataloged in accordance 
with any sales tax token catalog, and the descriptions on the cards 
aren't sufficient to allow precise cataloging for every piece. How¬ 
ever, here's a list of those that appear to be in the collection. 
Numbers are from Chits . There is at least one major surprise ! 


IL 

#3 or #4 

, #5 







LA 

#2, 

#3, 

#4, 

#5 







KS 

#2, 

#4 









MS 

#3, 

#4, 

#6 , 

#7, 

#8 

or #9, 

#10 or 

#11 



WA 

#18, 

#19 

, #21, 

#24, 

#25 oi 

: #26 or #27 

or #28 or #29 


AL 

#1, 

#2, 

#6, 

#8 

or #9, #10 

or #11 

or #12 or #13, #16 

or 


#17 

or #18, 

#21 







MO 

#18, 

#19 

, #20, 

#22 

or #23 

#24, 

#41 or 

#42 or #43 


AZ 

#1 or #2 

, #4 

or 

#5, 

#6 or 

#7 




OK 

#5, 

#6, 

#7, 

#8, 

#11 

or #12, #13, 

#14 or #15, #16 or 

#17, 


#18, 

#19 

or 

#20 

or 

#21 or 

#22 




NM 

#3 or #6 

or 

#8, 

#10 

(the e 

:rror - 

they 

lad received 

and 


donated 

8 of 

them to the Museum 

of New 

Mexico) , #13 

or #14, 


#15 
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CO: #5 - the green plastic pattern 

#7, #8 and/or #9, #10 and/or #11 and/or #12 and/or #13, 

#14 and/or #15 

(Without examination, the red fibers and red plastics 
cannot be verified as the regular issues and not the 
respective patterns, but the prudent assumption would 
be that they are regular issues.) 

UT: #3 - the red plastic pattern 

#5 - the white and brown translucent plastic pattern , 
listed in Chits as reported by Di Bella in 1945 
but not appearing in his subsequent lists and 
therefore probably not existent. Here is the 
catalog card: _ 

Cat No. H-A8.l-4.83 Donor: EARD2LEY, James W. 

Acc. No. H 1339 
)bject: TOKEN 

Description: Utah State Sales Tax Token. 

Jbverse: State of Utah Sales Tax Token, 2 Mills. 

Reverse: State of Utah Sales Tax Token, 5 Kills. 

Cream to rust with grey varigated plastic; 7/8" diameter. 

Date Donated: September 30, 1943. 

Remarks: Discrepancy in number of mills is correct. 


/ J)/ ^5Cr 

#6 - the brown translucent plastic pattern ; it is listed 
on the catalog card as "maroon." 

#7, #3, #10 or #11 or #12 or #13 or #14 or #19, #15 or 
#16 or #17 or #18, #20 or #21; the #15/16/17/18 is listed 
as "black to gray varigated." 
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Ohio Watermarks 

Merlin K. Malehorn L-279 

In cataloging the Ohio sales tax stamps, Chits mentions that 
some are unwatermarked, some have "OHIO" design safety paper, and 
some have a map design safety paper. If you happen to be more 
interested in watermark varieties, you then must hunt for details 
in Cabot's old 1940 catalog or in some other out-of-print source. 

These old sources indicate that there are five different map 
varieties. My own experience with these varieties has been that 
they are not easily differentiated from each other. Some collectors 
handle this by calling them "large map" and "small map." However, 
just in case you want to try to sort out your map watermarks, here 
are some enlarged illustrations. They are Cabot's "i," "ii," "iii," 
"iv," and "v." (Disregard the written notes on the illustrations.) 





v 







. With . r< rS ard t0 the " 0HI °" design, I've not found a source 
that identifies all of them. There is one of these designs that 
is quite easy to identify from the reverse of the stamp; it is 
the word "Ohio" with the 0 about 1/8" in height. However, there 
is another "OHIO" watermark with the letters about 1/4" in height 
and a third with the letters about 1/2" in height. I have illustrate 
all three of them below. The two larger watermarks are not as easy 
to see as is the smallest one. 

Still another watermark, of which I have two examples but 
they may have been cut from the same sheet, is what I call "straw." 

It is also illustrated. The stamp on which it exists is a pattern, 
so it may be that this was not a circulated watermark safety paper.’ 


O'! I IVI 


o c 


I HlO OHIO 

b OH/O 01 



Election 

In the last newsletter, notice was given to all members that 
it is time for the biennial election of officers. Nominations 
were requested. 

As was the case two years ago, we have not been able to 
assemble a complete slate of individuals for all the positions, 
so that a real election could be conducted. Since that is the 
case, for the moment we will continue with the officers as is. 

See the last newsletter for the complete list. However, since 
Tim Davenport is busy working on his Master's, he will not be 
able to conduct the publications business. Instead, inquiries 
about publications should be directed to the Editor. 

Inasmuch as there have been no changes and no new candidates 
for the offices, we will continue on the basis that any resignations 
or administrative adjustments will be a matter for the President 
to act upon with Board concurrence. 
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This is a reproductvon from the cover of Busyness Week , September 11, 1937. 

I can’t read the legend at the lower left on the source from which I reproduced 
it, but it seems to tell how many states had sales taxes at that time as compared 
to some previous date. I reproduced the cover because it shows a lot of tokens. 
How many can you identify from the shape of the hole, shape of the token, or other 
partial information? (Sorry, the quality is the best I can do. ) . . . The Editor 


> SEPT. 11 
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I’ve previously Aeveral times provided. copies oh pieces oh inhormation that 
George Magee had acquired during his searches h 0/L tokens. Here ojie Atilt more. . 
George worked particularly hard on frying to get inhormation about everything going 
on in Illinois. One oh fits "tricks” was to tend out a postal card to get Acme data. 

Tloo oh the responses are reproduced. In addition, there’ a a shout letter about 
Aome MO tokens. Mote the reherence to Keirn’s advertisement oh black and purple pieces. 

...The Editor 

900 E.9th St., 

Kansas City 6,Mo. 

Nov.28,1945 


Dear Mr.Magee:- ^ , , , 

Glad to hear from you after this long time. 

There are three types of Missouri plastic.tokens,samples 
enclosed. The opaque token Is scarce.Whfen I catch the clerk 
down at the Sales Tax Office in a good humor,he will let 
me go thru the 5-mill tokens and pick them out. There is 
no way of spotting the opaque tokens in the original pack¬ 
ages., I can supply whatever you want of the translucent 
1-and 5-mill tokens and as many of the opatjue as I can get. 

Keim of Flushing,L.I. advertised black and purple Mis- 
sonri tokens,but when I sent for them,the money was returned 
with no explanation. I am sure no such tokens were issued 
regularly,and if any exist,they are manufacturer's errors, 

Sincerely 

p/'/letuti l Mjiu* 

Frank C.G/eene 
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1935 STT Rarity Found 

E. E. WALKER 


WA#125 Tenino, Washington 


Blue-Green ink on "Splicewood" 


This August, the daughter of Tenino merchant 
E.E. Walker made contact with me and offered to 
sell me specimens of her late father's wooden 
1935 sales tax tokens. She had found a small 
hoard of about 40 pieces among his belongings 
at the time of his death. As the E.E. Walker 
token has been one of the rarest types of the 
1935 Tenino series, I was very interested in 
making a deal. 

The tokens did not come cheaply. Hundreds 
of dollars were put down for the purchase of 
just TWENTY specimens of the E.E. Walker token. 
Of these, JUST 18 PIECES REMAIN! 

Pfefferkorn and Schimmel considered this 
token "Extremely Rare" in their 1977 catalog of 
sales tax tokens, with an estimated value of 
$25.00. Although the dollar has depreciated 
since then, the size of this new find should 
lower the market value somewhat. I am selling 
the remaining specimens for 

$20— postpaid 

Interested collectors are encouraged to 
contact me as soon as possible to reserve their 
specimens. 

Tim Davenport 

7512 NE Bothell Way #127 


Bothell, WA 93011 


( 206 ) 487-3313 
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Byron Johnson 

In the Organizational Report far the paz>t 
quarter, the death of Byron Johnson U> noted. 
Lez> Albright forwarded the fallowing informa¬ 
tion. It wa-6 prepared by Marge F arnam. 


What a shock when I received a phone call from Byron's sister 
to inform me of Byron's passing on June 14th. It is still a shock 
some two months later. He had just returned from the C.O.I.N. con¬ 
vention in California with Tom Harris, and not a complaint of any 
illness. He was laid to rest at Acacia Memorial Park, in Seattle, 
on June 28th. He is survived by two sisters, Lynne Elfendahl, of 
Mercer Island; Luster Johnson, of Seattle; and a brother, MSGT 
Reed Johnson, Ft. Bragg, NC; two nephews and one niece. 


Byron attended Seattle University and graduated from the Univer¬ 
sity of Washington in 1953. He was employed at Crown Hill Pharmacy 
for 31 years with time out for military service. With his retirement 
in March of 1987 it left him more time to do his favorite things--to_ 
do research and write articles. He did a lot of this, too, before his 
retirement, as he was the editor of Seattle Coin Club, the Pacific 
Northwest numismatic Association at various times. He was a noted. 
researcher and authority on coins, tokens and medals and wrote articles 
for various publications, both locally and nationally. He was Past 
President of the Token and Medal Society; the Northwest Token and.Medal 
Society; Seattle Coin Club; Pacific Northwest Numismatic Association. 
The American Numismatic Association had selected him as the General 
Chairman of the 1990 convention to be held in Seattle. He served the 
ANA as Chief Judge and as a Board Member at one time. He belonged to 
many organizations at the University of Washington and several genea¬ 
logical societies. His numismatic oriented associations were: 


IOWMC #C76 
ATTS #F49 

University Coin Club #69 
PNNA #LM10 

State Revenue Society #263 
American Vecturist Assn #464 
Franklin Mint Collectors Soc. 
Smithsonian Associates 
Seattle Coin Club #LM13 
Token and Medal Society #LM27 
Numismatic Assn, of So. Cal. 
Inti. Bank Note Society #1699 
Numismatic Literary Guild LM 


Numismatic Ambassador 
Society of Paper Money Col. 2450 
Numismatics International #1183 
NWTAMS #6 

Dedicated Wooden Money Club #C30 
World Coin News Contributor 
ANA #LM523 

California Exonumis Society #211 
Old Timer Assay Commission 1977 
American British Numis. Society 
Calif. State Numismatic Assn 2100 
1891 Club ANA #119 
Canadian Numismatic Society #7692 


Press on Assignment Num.Lit.Gld. Society for Inti Numis. #131 


Civil War Token Society #85 


Stacks Account Identification. 


The list of his non-numismatic involvements would probably equal 
the above. His sister said "We have lost a giant." Byron was a tire¬ 
less researcher and devoted many hours to the various organizations in 
our area and nationally. The numismatic community will miss him as do 
all of us who knew him. He has touched the lives of many of us and 
all we can say is "Thank you, Byron." 



Organizational Report 

American Tax Token Society 
Secretary and Treasurer's Report 

Second Quarter, 1988 


FINANCIAL REPORT 

Previous Balance...$ 2820.12 

Credits: Dues Payments Received. 80.00 

Publications Sold. 5.20 

Interest. 36.74 

Debits: Secretarial Postage and Xerox. 12.30 

Newsletter Costs, #61 and supp. 170.76 

New Balance.$ 2759.00 


NEW MEMBER 

R-423 Mark Hertzler, P.O. Box 2111, Mansfield, OH 44905. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

R-376 Brian Smith, Rt. 1, 229 Verdant Lane, Jefferson City, MO 
65109 • 

R-232 Tim Davenport, 7512 NE Bothell Way #127, Bothell, WA 
98011 . 


MEMBER DECEASED 

F-49 Byron Johnson, Seattle, WA. 

Mr. Johnson was a founding member of ATTS in 1971 
and recognized as one of the leading experts on the 
tokens of Washington state. An avid tax token 
collector, Mr. Johnson was always willing to 
contribute his vast knowledge to catalogers of 
the issues of his home state. He will be missed. 


****************************************************************** 

NEW ADDRESS FOR ATTS BUSINESS OFFICE! 

Effective immediately, the new address for the ATTS Business 
Office is: ATTS Business Office 

7512 NE Bothell Way, #127 
Bothell, WA 98011 

Please send your address changes and dues checks to this 
address. Publications are now available from Merl in Virginia. 
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Advertisements 

WANTED: (Chits numbers) AL #10; AZ #6, #7; IL #29, #79. Also 

want transportation, prison and race track admission tokens. Have 
some tokens to trade. Write Bob Kelley, 2689 Cliff Pvoad, North 
Bend, OH 45052. 

I still have a few E.E. Walker Tenino sales tax tokens for sale. 
Chits number WA #125. $20.00 each, postpaid. Help fund a starving 

college student and add a rarity to your collection simultaneously! 
Tim Davenport, 7512 NW Bothell Way #127, Bothell, WA 98011. 

Where's YOUR AD?? You get one free in every issue! Use it or lose 
it! Just whip out a piece of paper, write your 35 word ad and send 
it in! ATTS Business Office, 7512 NE Bothell Way #127, Bothell, 

WA 98011. 


In This Issue 

PRICES REALIZED - Wall, Kirtley, Alpert 
NEW FINDS - Arizona, Alabama, Washington 
Missouri 

WASHINGTON - Tenino, E.E. Walker 
FRACTIONAL-CENT DEVICES 
CALIFORNIA - Clippings 
SALES TAX LAWS 
ROLLS 

MISSOURI - #23 Defects 
ILLINOIS - Explorations 
LETTERS AND SUCH 
ORGANIZATIONAL REPORT 



Prices Realized 


The following prices were 
that closed August 15. 

17V.(Tax tokens)I11inois-1 1/2-sq-al, 
Miss.-1-al,MO 1-red pi as,MO-l-zinc 
nO-5-zinc,Canada Meat Viande Ration 
blue fiber(6 pieces) 


realized in Tom Wall's Sale 32, 


no 

sale 


lbbl.oroup o+ 38 state tax tokens no sale 
1627.aroup o+ 6 dif+.state tax tokens 

no sale 


The results of Kirtley's Mail Bid Sale #40, closing 
September 10, 1988, were: 


1913. Lot of 5 tax tokens . Included no Sale 

are: Oklahoma, Washington (2 diff.) 
and Missouri (2). Total: 5 pieces. 

Avg VF, 


The results of Alpert's Mail Bid Sale 31, closing October 12, 
1988, were: 


SALES TAX: 

352.roll of 50 Kans. 1 Mill 

Sales Tax tokens,alum.,BU, 
in original printed wrapper 


$10.00 (reduced bid) 


Prices realized in Chuck Kirtley's Mail Bid Sale 37, which 
closed July 19, are shown below. 


1300. Lot of 8 Tax Tokens. Includes: 

4 Alabama State Tax Commission 1 
Luxury Tax Token in alum; 1 Ari¬ 
zona State Tax Commission 5 To 
Make Change in bronze; 1 Kansas 
Sales Tax Token 2 in alum; 1 New 
Mexico Bureau of Revenue 1935 One 
Mill School Tax in alum; and 1 New 
Mexico 1935 five Mills School Tax 
in C. Total: 8 pieces, avg. VF-EF 

1301. Colorado and Illinois Tax To ¬ 
kens . Includes 3 of Co. Sales Tax 
Or.e Fifth Cent Series A-35 in 
alum; 1 Co. Sales Tax Token 2 in 
red plastic; 1 Co. Retail Token 

2 in alum; and 4 Dept, of Finance 
IS State of Ill. Retailers' Oc¬ 
cupation Token. Total: 9 pieces, 
avg. VF-AU.' 

1302. 14 Louisiana Tax Tokens . In¬ 
cludes: 8 pieces of Luxury Tax 1 
in alum.; 1 piece of Luxury Tax 

5 in trass; 5 pieces of Public 
Welfare Tax 1 in alum. Total: 14 
pieces, avg. VF-EF. 

1303. 7 Mississippi Tax Tokens : Tax 
Commission Sales Tax Token To 
Mcke Change For orrect Sales 
Tax Payment. 5 of the "1” denomi¬ 
nation in alum., and 2 of the “5" 

denominatjon in brass. Total: 7 
pieces, avg. VF. 

1304. 8 Missour i Retailers Sales Tax 
Receipts in Cardboard . 3 of the 
"One Mill" variety in blue ink 
and 42mm; 4 of the "Five Mills" 
variety in orange ink and 42mm; 
ore of the "One Mill" variety in 
blue ink and 38mm. All blank re¬ 
verses except 38mm. variety, 
which tells what the money is being 
used for. Total: 8 pieces, avg. VF. 


$ 1.00 


1.00 


1.00 


1.00 


1.00 


1305. 10 Oklahoma Tax Tokens . Includes 
6 Consumer's Tax 1 check in alum; 

2 Consumer's Tax 5 check in brass; 
and 2 Consumer's Tax 1 Token For 
Old Age Assistance in alum. Total: 
10 pieces, avg. EF. 

1306. 10 Tax Tokens from Utah . In¬ 
cludes: 1 Sales Tax Token 1 in 
green plastic; 2 Sales Tax Token 
5 in orange plastic; 2 Sales Tax 
Token 2 in gray plastic; 4 Emer¬ 
gency Relief Fund Sales Tax Token 
1 in alum; and 1 Emergency Relief 
Fund Sales Tax Token 5 in alum. 
Total: 10 pieces, avg. VF-EF. 

1307. 16 Tax Tokens from the State 
of Washington . Includes 1 Sales 
Tax Token in green plastic; 2 
Laws of 1941, 14 cents or less; 

13 Laws 1935, 10 cents or less 
in aluminum. Total: 16 pieces, 
avg. VF-EF. 

1679. 5 tax tokens . Includes Arizona, 
1. RD, C, 15mm. Missouri, 1, RD, 

Z, 23mm. Utah, 5. RD, AL, 22mm. 
Washington, Purchase Of 10 cents 
or Less. RD, AL, 22mm. Simplicity 
Tax, National Council Of Traveling 
Salesmens Asso. America, IK, 1921. 
RD, C, 23mm. Total: 5 pieces, avg. 
EF. 


$ 1.00 


1.00 


1.00 


3.95 
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ARIZONA 


New Finds 

. . . The Editor 


The token illustrated below recently appeared in one of Jerry 
Schimmel's sales. It is an elongated piece of white metal, 30 mm. 
by 19 mm. The legend is GOOD / FOR THE / TAX ON THE / COIN-A-RAMA / 
MEDAL / FEBRUARY 21, 22, 23 1964 / Dottie Dow / Elongated Coin / 
Specialist / P.O. Box 5228 / Phoenix / 85010 // STATE FAIR / 19 
(picture of capitol) 32 / CAPITOL / PHOENIX, ARIZ. I have written ' 
to Ms. Dow to get more information on mintage, etc. 



ALABAMA, ARIZONA 


Phil Nordin (R-396, Lemoore, CA) reports two finds pictured 
below. One is an AL #2 on which the obverse is a mirror image. 

The second is an AZ #2 with a large cud at the 5 o'clock position. 
(Sorry, but my reproduction doesn't show the cud very well.) 



WASHINGTON 





WASHINGTON. 
TAX TOK£N$ 

3G0-$1»00 

> - .«• 



In the last Newsletter I provided illustrations 
of a number of boxes in which tokens had been pro¬ 
vided through the distribution systems of the states. 
This is a picture (40% size) of another box. The 
contents are 300 WA #32. 


In Newsletter 51 (October-December 1985), Tim Davenport pro¬ 
vided some information on a new Washington collectible, a Non-Resident 
Permit to not pay sales tax. In Newsletter 55 (October-December 1986), 
some additional information was provided. For those members who have 
not been keeping track of this, the permit is made available for 


people who come from states (and Canadian provinces) in which the 
sales tax is less than it is in VJashington. The permits are a 
technique intended to encourage these people to buy in Washington 
rather than wait till they get home. Obviously, since most states 
have states sales taxes equal to or higher than Washington's, the 
permits don't apply to very many situations. They may have been 
in use since 1967 or 1968, when the enabling law was passed. We 
don't have any information on the early ones. It appears the permits 
change in color and/or control letter every year or two. Tim 
Davenport now writes: 

"The 1988-89 WA exemption slip is white, with control letter S. 
The slips are indeed annual, expiring every June 30. They are 
obtained from Chambers of Commerce for $5.00 and one must show 
a driver's license from a non-sales tax state to get one. 

When a person makes a purchase with one, the merchant generally 
writes out a special receipt with the number of the exemption 
card and the purchaser's address. Often, the purchaser has to 
sign as well. It's a slow process." 

MISSOURI 

In searching through some copies of old correspondence, I 
have run across a letter dated February 29, 1944, from Mr. G. H. 

Bates, Supervisor, Sales Tax Department, Office of the State Auditor, 
State of Missouri, to Mr. H. E. Rowold. (By now, those two names 
should be familiar to "old hands.") It is apparent that Herb Rowold 
requested information about the gold tokens that had been reported, 
and Mr. Bates replies: 

"As for the gold tokens, first, let me advise that I do not 
know that they are for sale because they were souvenirs and 
as long as I am connected with the Sales Tax Department I feel 
inclined to keep them. 

"When we placed our order for the metal tokens, a part of that 
order was made by the Scoville Manufacturing Co. who also made 
blanks for the U.S. Treasury and as a matter of courtesy they 
made in gold two one mill tokens and two five mill tokens, one 
set of which was presented to Mr. Smith (Ed. - The State Auditor) 
and the other set to me. 

"These tokens are the same size and thickness as the metal 
tokens and weigh about twice as much as the zinc token or 
approximately 1/8 ounce. The edges are plain, however, if 
there is any further description you would like, let me know. 

"One reason I asked for the approximate value was because 
another party had commented to that a person making collections 
they ought to be worth approximately $100.00, however, I do not 
believe the gold in them would be more than in two $10.00 gold 
pieces." 



MISSOURI 


Tim White (R-392, Blue Springs, MO) writes: 

"Recently I was in Pleasant Hill, MO. While there, I 
visited a 'flea market' that had been a general store 
during the 1930s and 40s, Found the item below nailed 
to a wall. The gentleman who sold it to me said it had 
been there from the general store days, but he was not 
sure where it had come from. It's made from card stock 
and is about the same thickness as the MO milktops. 

Note the advertisement on the reverse." 


Editor's note: It appears the "Pay Mills Please" may have 
been printed on the blank back of a previous poster-ad and 
then cut out to fit the borders. The reproduction below 
is 3/4 size. 



A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

I've now been the Editor for our Newsletter for 3% years. 
Perhaps it is time for a little "soul-searching." Of particular 
concern to me is whether the newsletters are what you want, or am 
I missing something? I've tried in each issue to put in a variety 
of historical, technical, and other information. In addition, I 
have tried to keep us up-to-date on new finds, prices realized, and 
other such matters. However, is that what you want? Do you want 
more advertisements for trades, etc.,--if so, as Tim notes in 
one of the ads on the front page, you have to create the ads. 

Would you be interested in short "profiles" of the founding members 
who are still with ATTS--if so, we'll have to persuade them to give 
us the information needed. Would you want more information for new 
collectors-~if so, what information do you want? 

Basically, what would you do differently if you were the 
Editor? 


. . MeALin MaJle.kotin 


Notes On Tenino 

by Tim Davenport 
(ATTS R-232) 

One of the more pleasant discoveries I made upon enrolling 
at the University of Washington in Seattle was the quality of 
the school's microfilm archive. Well over 60 daily and weekly 
newspapers from the important "sales tax year" of 1935 are in¬ 
cluded in the collection. Over the next few months I hope to 
examine many of these publications in depth. 

Given my interest in the wooden sales tax tokens of Tenino, 
Washington, a logical starting point for my study was back 
issues of the Thurston County Independent . The publisher of 
this paper was the manufacturer of wooden tokens for the commu¬ 
nity's merchants. What follows is an amalgam of my observations 
about the town and its tokens. 


WHAT KIND OF PAPER WAS THE THURSTON COUNTY INDEPENDENT? 


The Thurston County Independent , established in 1922, was a 
four page weekly that came out every Friday. Subscriptions cost 
$1.50 a year back in 1935. The self-described "country news¬ 
paper" featured a bountiful supply of local news, grocery ads, 
and Republican editorials by its rock-ribbed publisher, Donald 
M. Major. If one went out to dinner with Martha and Tom from 
down the street or visited Aunt Millie in Ashland, it was likely 
that a blurb would find its way into the paper's long and 
detailed society column. One wonders what would have happened 
had there been an actual scandal... 


SO YOU REALLY WANT TO KNOW ABOUT TENINO'S SHOPS? 

A local historian reviewed Tenino's "Mercantile History" in 
a pair of 1935 articles. It seems that the town came into 
existence as the Northern Pacific railroad extended its line 
Northward from Portland. The railroad depot was the heart of the 
town and business sprung up around it. 

"The town struck its stride in the '90s," our historian says, 
with a hotel and stores blossoming. One of these establishments, 
Campbell and Campbell's, became the town's leading department 
store and went on to have tokens issued in its name in 1935. Alex 
Campbell was the name of the founder, while Miss Belle Campbell, 
his daughter, was named postmistress in '98. 

Contrary to the mythology of the "good old days," an arson 
fire swept the town in 1905, eventually destroying a dozen 
buildings. A whole block was burned and the arsonist was never 
caught. 

The town entered the automobile age the next year, as the 
first garage was opened. Another of the town's fixtures was 



added in 1911, when L.A. McLain came to town from Shelton, WA 
and bought a hardware store. Groceries were added in 1913 and 
the store became one of the major businesses in the small town. 
In 1935, this firm too issued sales tax tokens. 


DID TENINO RESIDENTS ACTUALLY USE THEIR TOKENS? 

No question about it, the wooden tokens circulated. A 
headline in the May 3, 1935 Independent tells the story: "Sales 
Tax Bothers the Tenino Folks—Wooden Tokens Issued by Tenino 
Mercants to Meet Aluminum Slug Shortage." As this proved to be 
the only article on Tenino S.T.T.s that the paper published in 
1935, it's worth printing in full: 

"Local business men struggled under the afflictions 
of the new sales tax as it went into effect Wednesday. 
Merchants reported headaches and ledger trouble with 
the confusing requirements of the new Legislative 
enactment. 

The tokens supplied by the state for making the fifth 
cent change were not available to any extent, altho the 
state law requires the consumer to pay the 2% tax. The 
emergency was again met with wooden money, the press at 
the Independent office starting operation at about 
9:30 Wednesday morning (May 1, 1935 -T.D.) to print 
small slice-wood tokens. The principal merchants of 
Tenino purchased the tokens at the same rate they would 
from the State Tax Commission. The tokens were made by 
the merchants issuing them, and were acceptable in place 
of'the aluminum tokens which could not be secured in any 
quantity. Most business places were accepting all 
tokens, even if issued by some other firm in town. 

Reports indicate that Tenino by the use of the wooden 
tokens has relieved the worst features of the shortage 
in state tokens of the remainder of the state. Lack of 
method of making the fraction of a cent change has brought 
about endless confusion and dissention with varying 
reactions over the state. 

With publicity appearing in city papers, the demand for 
the little pieces of wooden money has increased to some¬ 
thing like the proportions of the wooden money period of 
1932. As high as a nickel a token is being paid by 
persons stopping off on their way thru town. This inter¬ 
feres somewhat with the circulation of the medium of 
exchange but by not being redeemed reacts to the profit 
of the firm issuing them. A considerable amount of 
monetary theory has also developed in local conversation." 


WHICH ISSUERS WERE THE BIG STORES? 

Judging from the number of ads in the Independent , the big 
grocers were Campbell & Campbell's ("The Pioneer Merchants"), 



L.A. McLain's "United Purity" grocery store, and the Tenino Jack 
Horner Grocery. The Tenino Cash Market apparently didn't adver¬ 
tise. Hopkins Mercantile ran a few small ads, mostly for pop 
and ice cream, and was seemingly a much smaller store. 


FOR THE RECORD... 


The Paramount Service Station, located at the corner of 
Sussex and A, was sold to Olympian Bob McMurdy in July, 1935. 

There was apparently no formal token redemption program. 
***************************************************************** 


E.E. Walker, Watkins Dealer 

by Ruby Walker Hopper 

Ernest Ellsworth Walker was born June 9, 1901 in Ohio, the 
youngest boy in a family of five children. When he was very young 
the family moved West to Tillamook, a small town on the Oregon 
coast. As his father had suffered a fractured spine from the 
combined effects of a train wreck and being knocked by lightning 
off a horse and his mother was dying of cancer, young Ernest was 
forced to leave school after the sixth grade to go to work in the 
woods and help support the family. He was a high climber and a 
topper by age 14. 

On Christmas day, 1926, E.E. Walker married Ruby Arlene 
White--who had a daughter. Ruby Lucille (me) in November of 1927 
and a son, Ernest Ellsworth Jr., in November of 1933. 

Sometime around 1934, my father lost all or parts of three 
fingers in a choker-setting accident in the woods. It was just 
about the time the Great Depression hit the West Coast. Forced 
to find a new line of work, he took a Watkins Products route out 
of the Tenino, Washington area. 

For those too young to remember, Watkins Products were spices 
extracts, sundries, and remedies for people and animals. He did 
a great job selling, but didn't have the heart to collect what was 
owed him. He did especially well on the Reservation—the Indian 
ladies bought lots of vanilla extract, as it had a high percentage 
of alcohol and the Indians weren't legally able to buy liquor in 
those days. 

The Walker family moved about three years later to Ranier, 
Washington and farmed for a few years. After the war broke out, 
my father went to work in the Bremerton Navy Yard, as did most of 
the farmers in that area. After the war, we returned to the old 
family place south of Tillamook, where my father lived the rest of 
his life, dying on December 7, 1980 at the age of 79. 
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Fractional-Cent Devices 

Merlin K. Malehorn L-279 

One of the major studies of the early days of state sales 
taxes was reported in The Sales Tax in the American States , 

R. M. Haig and C. Shoup, Columbia University Press, 1934. There 
have been various extracts from it reported from time to time in 
the Newsletter. For example, see Vol. 8 No. 3, January - February 
1979, and No. 59, October - December 1987, p. 4. The book is 
more than 800 pages in length; most of it has to do with other 
aspects of sales taxes, but here and there are some short comments 
about "fractional-cent devices." Reproduced below are some extracts 
from sections about California, Illinois, Michigan, and North 
Carolina, respectively. I don't think there is anything new in 
these extracts, but at least they confirm what we are already 
aware of. 

--- ---- CALIFORNIA 

In response to this pressure, the board stated that it would permit 
the use of tokens. As announced in September, 1933, the plan called 
for the issuance of approximately 90 million aluminum eight-sided 
coins. This plan was to be financed by the merchants, although the 
tokens were to be manufactured by the United States Mint in San 
Francisco under the supervision of the board of equalization and dis¬ 
tributed through the banks. Each token was to be worth one-eighth 
of a cent and therefore good for the tax on a 5-cent item. The tokens 
could be used only for payment of the tax and were not to be re¬ 
deemable in either cash or merchandise. As this is being written it 
appears that there is considerable disagreement among the mer¬ 
chants as to the advisability of this plan, and it may not be tried at 
all. 

" ■ ■ ' ILLINOIS 

Some merchants felt that schedules alone were insufficient, and 
resorted to fractional-cent devices; this procedure was uncommon in 
Chicago, however, under both taxes; and in Moline and Rock Island, 
where quarter-cent metal tokens were extensively employed under 
the 3 per cent tax, the practice virtually disappeared under the 2 per 
cent tax. The fractional-cent device represents an extreme effort by 
alert merchants to shift the exact amount of the tax on low-priced 
goods, and probably also to render the tax unpopular. In view of 
their inconvenience to the consumer, it is not difficult to understand 
the disappearance after a short time of the various slugs, coupons, 
and punch cards. If the consuming public ever becomes vitally inter¬ 
ested in quarter cents and tenths of a cent, it will probably express 
its will through Congress and the United States mint, and not through 
retailers subject to a sales tax. 



More ILLINOIS 


A supplementary device for the recovery of the tax from the con¬ 
sumer was known as the token plan, or the Kev cinee plan, because 
first adopted in that city. It was more popular in down-state Illinois 
than in Chicago. Metallic tokens in denominations of one-fourth of a 
cent were bought by the merchants from clearing houses operated by 
the local chambers of commerce. The money paid over was placed 
in trust for the redemption of the tokens, which circulated as cur¬ 
rency, and which were used by the consumers in paying the fractional 
amounts of the tax to the merchants in accordance with some gen¬ 
erally accepted system of rates. The Illinois Chamber of Commerce 
in an undated “Special Bulletin” on the sales tax gives the following 


table, which was effective in Kowanee. 


Amount of Sale 
if to Sf, inclusive 

9 t to 'it . 

\if to . 

to . 

&t to 42^ . 

43^ to 50^ . 


Tax 

Amount 0] Sale 

Tax 

At 

5 l f 10 5 °f ••• • 6 • 6 * * # * 


y*t 

5 vf LO ° 7 f . 

. .. 2 / 4 f 

At 

nnJ tf\ ftc*/ .. . » 

. 2/if 

if 

1 At 

77 f 10 ° 5 f •••••••'•* 

86^ to 92 f . 



* /*♦ r "r — 1 

i l At 93/ to $1.00.. 


In Moline the majority of the merchants through their Associa¬ 
tion of Commerce agreed to the following schedule in conjunction 


with their token plan: 


Amount of Sale 
if to 8 f, inclusive 
9/ to 17 t •••••• 

i8f to 2Sf --- . 

26/ to . 

34^ to 67/. 

68 f to $1.00 ..... 


Tax 

'At 
'At 
At 
it 
2 1 
it 


In addition to tokens, other fractional-cent devices were used by 
merchants striving to make their collections approach more closely to 
the exact tax payment for which they became liable. Coupons, punch 
cards, and other systems were tried. In Rock Island-Moline none 0 
the manufacturing and wholesaling units interviewed employe 
fractional-cent devices, but 83 of the 184 taxable retailers used meta 
lie tokens under the 3 per cent act. In Chicago none of the manufac¬ 
turing and wholesaling firms interviewed employed fractional-cent 
devices, and very few of the retailers did so. Of the 4,722 taxable 
retailers, 8 issued coupons, 1 used tokens, 189 employed punch cards, 
and 5 issued other fractional-cent devices to facilitate the collection 
of the tax payment due the state under the 3 per cent act. Under the 2 
per cent law the use of fractional-cent devices practically disappeared 





















in Illinois. None of the Rock Island-Moline units and 6 of the Chi¬ 
cago^ units reported the use of any type of fractional-cent device 
whatsoever under the Retailers’ Occupation Tax Act. However, it is 
possible that in some types of business not included in the sample the 
practice of issuing some of these fractional-cent devices is more prev¬ 
alent than these data indicate. 

__ MICHIGAN 

Very few of the merchants supplemented the schedule with 
fractional-cent devices such as coupons, metallic tokens, or punch 
cards in order to shift the tax to the nearest half-cent, quarter-cent, 
or other fraction. Only a dozen of all the firms subject to the tax, and 
covered by the survey, reported that they used any fractional-cent 
devices. These figures may be misleading in that these devices seem 
to be more frequently used in certain lihes of business excluded from 
the sample, as, for example, restaurants. 

" ' NORTH CAROLINA 

Schedule 4. 

If more than 25 per cent of total sales in money value is of articles of mer¬ 
chandise selling for 10 cents or less, there shall be added to each 10-cent 

sale one cent, with coupons entitling purchaser to buy two other 10-cent 

articles without tax; such coupons to be provided by the merchants and 
usable on presentation. On sales above 10 cents the following schedule to 
apply: 

i 4 ^4 to 33^ 

24 34 4 “ 66 ff 

3 4 67 4 “ $1.00 


ANOTHER NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

If you review the last eight or ten issues of the Newsletter 
to see who has written articles, you'll quickly notice that I've 
done most of them. I don't really mind getting my name "up in 
lights" so much, if you insist. However, it would be nice if some 
more of you would write something once in a while, like Tim Davenport, 
Richard Johnson, Fred Reding, David Ganz, Richard Blaylock, Rich 
Hartzog, David Stolaroff, and some others, have done. It doesn't 
have to be long or neat (I'll help with the editing), it doesn't 
have to be technical, it can be just a letter for "Letters and Such," 
it might be just a question about something related to sales tax 
tokens. But write something ! (What are we going to do when I run 
out of source materials for my own writing?) 

. . . The. EcLLtoh. 
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California Clipping 


When the State of California was considering imposing a sales 
tax in 1933, the debate was heavy and heated. The San Francisco 
newspapers, the Chronicle and the Examiner carried articles almost 
every day. Don Barsi (R-382, Fremont, CA) has been digging in the 
local library and has provided a whole series of these articles. 
They will all be in the next volume of Clippings , but here are some 
samples. These are from the Examiner . 


STATE DA™ 







heldrtn 


Finance Director Says California 
^ust Raise $120,000,000 ip 
^Revenue ;to balance O«oki 

Vi- - - • '*> '&--1 

Specific proponli for .balancing 
the flute Mf'l wif raising the 
addition* 1 Tevenue required under 
' the ^eonaUtutloneJ ^amendment 
‘adopted June 77 erere" Band* yen 
1 terday by Holland A ■ Vandayrlft, 
SUta director of nheaei, accord¬ 
ing to. Associated Press dlspatcbaa 

, from.flacramfjBtOu. 

All to gstfaer. VandagTlft aald Lth* 

i in new revenue io~ha*p tha lUlt 
i “oureftha rad" Jin ;th* .biennium 
that began. Saturday. , - .. j - 

| r *y osa juixsxAx 

! SAW tax** a r e h ac i emryy 

. ^aewaa - a ate lea Atete 

i iifnn nn M* ■■•uji i MW ,|U 
I at a low rate. Tie added that be 
would not be surprised If tha Leg¬ 
islature. to addition to a aatae tax,' 

"» hr in* a. twin 


» amendment.. pemlU tha flute 
kvy an *ad valorem tax which 
wffl -rate wot aaere than 90 aer 
cent * * ' ~ 

finance -director predicted would 

hrlwg In Md MO fte s htenotnm in. 


a 9 per rent ,U8 ...would .xeUwn 

JW«» : - X-~ 


UEK LEVY BOOST 
’ ’Vandeyrift announced ... . .. 
recommend that the leytalatura in¬ 
crease the bear tax from U cants 
a barrel to 91. which hs said meet 
state* art wow receiving. The «* 
canU tax. he-pointed out. baa wot 
brought 6 cent beer, which WM 
prum t se d hr poms of .the ley! 
who favored an even lower tax. The 
present beer tax to estimated to 
yield 91 . 800,000 to the flute btoa- 
alelty. and the tnereaae to 91 would 

t aa mMO . htoBaluae, Veadepe ' 


By tmiJAi 

▲ dtaUJecot 


n. yonn*! 
■ tai She 


aald. 

Be Mid be will well the fcgtsU- 
tare to laereace the appreprtaOso* 
lor U»a aiclal welfare AepartmohlT 
and -tha AUvUtcwe of 
criminal Idenllheallonr 


_ _ . . . -ntf 

oolles. Ha wtlt else aaek to 
9 fl W.W)0 ontoh~ahgwBmiiieM< 
marked by Hie legislature - 
■pedal purposea, ~resW “ 


kava 


lor 


1 1 sponsor* of tha general ies 
method of ralelng revenues 
1 , 1 mm buanlmn. wrhteh ^ preh l r m ] 

confront* the Bute Lrytelalure'' 
i Vectored to be unscientific,^ 
workable and aafeir, aha faoowie] 
tea proposition ha» encountered 
i aympalhalta JUaalmeal la the Ma 
leglelatl*# dlerueeloa* preliminary^ 
to the reconvening el ttojeiul^ 
• lure <e July 17. ' 

Centering on the plana now 
tend for deve l op m ent, the vale* tax* 
appear* tc bare been pretty' 
eettled upon ns the bests Tor tfgtay 
lotion. A: 
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NOTHTNO BAFIHITE. 

This -eras tha general Wwenras^ 
on the ova of the assembling bare 
Thursday of the Joint legislative < 

. commtttse. »rv :t _ 

The angles which appear tube; 
mind are related to gueetioo* Of 
percentage* and exemption* ;*arh 
of these general Item tn the die! 
cuaetoas to «f prim* Importance. 

• - <P> sen 1 t o day Wwttl west Bfondt . 
ratKueee and Sheeting* nf .leytela- 
tore are programmed 
-Incidentally. tomorrow Weprew 
LtoUvea of the State Tu lUnwk 
Vlhtnes -are appearing before the ; 

] i flan Prurlpe Chamber l*f Com-. 

! I mere* to present acute wapreuW 
i! (he tax question. -Several method*, 
j) of reaching the problem ore to be 
0| offered, act as final, for It i»oet» 

> - -.V”.. solely with the degtototwre to way 

Spon90rt of -SiIm Uvj FUx ; what shell be doaa to_*t#ar ijtbe. 

...Xodinf With SnriM ,».t.H*■*••*“ "“ MU 

. . , _ , iwu, macrasioK. 

I' fory :»fl ariLeg'Sfltlve ^l» n M -yAfth* Idnt rommlttae meeting bere 1 

■ K «n Thursday wtlt be ^prepared .jgol 
hear the subject “fully discussed. 'm 
tt win. on tha aids, get a bn* oa 


































juel whil 


H!'. 


th* * UfUltUn «l Ik* W mv 
•Ion on |*»*rt) t*flil*(t 4 e. Thl# 
i win be sp t« toe CummlttM 

of to* hut' and AmbW; Tb»* 
coBinltlH hav* ten also called to 
■It la m Thursday 

Vnd*r a Banal* special ruls 
. before Ite iwM teljwin 

mmt. that body vatod to confine 
it* action to thro* eubjecto— namely, 
taxation, revenue# and p oss i ble 
emergency MUa No Others would 
b* handled, except by a two-third* 
affirmative oot* 

Following Thursday’s togUlatle* 
commlttss* suasion b*r a consid¬ 
ers blr number of th* legislator* 
plan to r*aa **mbl» Baturday at 


mi# solution of tb* lax problem 

-'Van'f Itithlfti tml an uafavorabi* 


‘ )rgf*!ativ*~Al*ru*slnn* preliminary 
<to th* reconvening of th* letwl** 
lur* on July 11 . ” 

Cnttrini on th* plana now In 
hand far trrrkipnnl, th* *al*« tax 
appear* to hare been pretty well 
■•tiled upon aa th# baal* for legts- J 
latlon. 

NOTHING DEFINITE, "/ "''ll 
Thla wraa th# general emtaenru# 
on tb# ave of tha assembling bara 
Thursday of UM Joint lcglalatlv# tax 
commute*. • -V - . *•- . . 

Tb* angle* which appear to be la 
mind art related to qaestiona of 
percentage# and ademption*. Each 
of tha*# general Hama la the dis¬ 
cussions I* of prime importance. 

PHntMty tntll west-Monday 
caucuses and meetings of legisla¬ 
tor* or* programmed. 

Incidentally, tomorrow represan- 


ollowlng Thursday'# Isginla tlve I I 1 **» #tated yesterday at Bac- 
, commute* ■ session hsr o eonstd- I fam*nt.’ that "a Mir* tax in aotna’ 
i arable number of th* . legislator* | form I* . regarded a# certain of 
^lan to reassembl* Saturday at ' adoption."’ A# Indicated Heretofore 
Sarramenlo for further work on th* : I® this c n Ut nU I, a pr efere n ce a eetns 
, tax plan. i tn bsv* been indicated lot m $ or J 

Hope we* eapraaaed generally In ■T tT r * n1 I*&t 141 aalt* 14a. -Wbtl* 

, legislative rtrrlra that a workable *1 ran* actions" tax bas'bftn A- 
; sad satisfactory pi us 1 a m wtt! b* mrporatrd tn some of th# draft# 
ready to offer the legislature on RMtr,. bona of thnae Interested la 
. Monday. *fh# 

AMOt'NT IN DOUBT 
Speculation as to artinn rest# tn 
enme measure upon th# final de¬ 
termination a* to tb# amount of 
revenue* to be provided for in th* 
tax bill. It was stated yeetrrday 
that JlS3.n00.000 1* the minimum, to 
take car* of th* hoid-ov*r deficit 
of $10,000,000 from th* biennium 
ended on June JO. roar JT 7 . 000.000 
to meet the county achool coats 
? placed nn the Stat# under Uu 
Rilry-Stewart bill, and anywhere 
from J 40 . 000.000 to 000.000 *0 


(r<mnrni no that. ; It ts kraaiei 
By experts as "unworkable. unfair 
thetut 
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'-(Continued w Page K) 


TAX PLAN SPONSORS 
TOSS STATE INCOME 
LEVY INTO DISCARD 

Xontlnuad From Fag# J, M Bactli 


. tativas of Urn Strata Tax Rwearrh 
Bureau an appearing before th* 
Ban Francisco Chamber of Com- 
1 marc* to present mb* aspects of 
the tax question. -Several method* 
11 of peaching the problem are to te 
' offered, not aa final, for it rest* 

1 solely, with the legislature tn say 
I 1 what shall he dona to dear tha 
financial muddle. ? s - . .* . 

: Fvixpncp aai o N . 

•.The Joint commltts# meeting hero 
on j Thursday will be prepared to 
I hear toe subject tally discussed. . . 

It will, oa tha aids, pot a Nn* mm 
just what will be r eco m mended to 
the Le gi s la ture at the rac es* ses¬ 
sion on - general legislation. ‘This 
|> will tetp It the Rules Committee 
of the Beasts and Assembly. These 


handle, the budget balancing .-needs 

of tot present biennium. _. '.- * 

•Ko two ^experts’* agree except 
wn the -.minimum tn be required. - • 
.The Th ley bill sponsors nr* say*; 
fng tte\.:tli*y are committed to • 
general wales -tax '■without cxempv 

*tor,».';.They’a**ert their unreserved 
opposition -to an income tax. ’; -; 

- ifStatf Controller Blby and my- 
•elf during the recent campaign 
Mi l l on record emphatlmllv for : 
n «iin»nnirm' sale# tat. -without, 
ekriuplbma" said Fred R. ’Ste¬ 
wart. dlrrrliir of the Tax iRe-:, 
a*arr)i Bureau and member of 
the Ntate Board of Equalisation, 1 
yesterday nn hi# i-eiurn from Lo# 
Angeles. ?*H> Were equally' 
italriif a 'Wale“rnrornr tai" 7T 
Male Income tax wied on larxwl 
Federal achedulea would fall far 
shun ..aif, steeling .our XAnaAdal 
need*.-Ms would hate to put aa « 
Inoinie 1st tin the Utile fejlntt .] 
earning BMW a inf befurr 
would produce,,-tor .mexur sro. -i 
qulred”. • 

Mi f TING FKIDAV 


'*v m i*.*T 

Si ewMii ha* railed g meeting for ' 


committee have been also called to jFriisy at 'Sarfamenlo of the • bu-l| 
•It la on Thursday. ^ ,|f»«'i'*y*<ivls<iry c0unr.1L /-This la If 

Under -a -B*n*t* gpcetal rule ''"'’h'f’O'cd of organised repie»ent*-'}l 
adopted tefor* the r so*s» adjswrw- ! * ,r ** publicutliltlra-and jj 

ment. Chat body redd to confine: atorr.-JJatg* tax paying gToupa To 4 1 
Its action to three-subjects— namely, »*»embl*g# q/ll be. submitted 1 
taxation, ^pevraues -and possible >lllolu taxing method* 

emergency Mila No other* would 
be handled, except by n two-thirds j 
affirmative vote. 


I e vyc f 2 .fe rt f niW si d.£n 0 ijjglij 
sfo‘^Weet the^State’s tjQijk' 

-^-)ViiUAN JCtWHWH,- 
I* Member* -of -the Ban Franrisro 
legielativ* delegstinn-were prepared, 
yesterday in submit to. toe -Stats ■ 
LrgUlatuie ,«a ..-definite di<lar»tig-" 
|. in favorJ bXb. ifuil saias -tax, 

•This -w** weeeiiwj w#tthe jkflly 
method' by whlrh In foie* Itven_i)e»^ 
necessary tom eel the miuirrmrntx* 
I under the TtfleyhlU a* voted teat 
month by jhf people <of California. 

-Aseemlilyman -D ^J-'-iFelrmbsum." 
I hr. only Sah Kianrtsco member of. 
pdieTiW '‘teglul atrve-tax- cw n ii nltr e w l 
which niecls today -in this dty.-«n- 
w o uws» d t ywteteny -t h a t -w i#a» - 
Imm i to I^jei cenf, in his JqdjgJ 
msnt* would We" sufficient-to -mretl 
that situation. dThi* should also.tiH 
elude. In hla npinlon.w legal .right] 
of the Legislature to'oxempt food-* 
stuff# from th# lax. .V-s£ ; ifc h ia 
r"»y the .qprartle# Virf, I 

economic*, -toe <if|#A. g#a get 
along with th* tot aa 1 have out- I 
lined, paid-Baaemhiyman Felgea-j 
luum. . tvThex we.acan wall for j 
better limes to tackle toe teat ,*( 
the,financial problem. 





























DISTINCTmfTDRAWN. - - 
Other fWtanimiM tm,'ul 
U being. shaped under guidance, of 


ru;unrw M 


Timer eutUae yesterday 


he h a nd ed the Mm 


the » — tmeu one Irtte MM n M 

•» they nrern repdnmd. /i&Kjfc* -^js 

nyew ed ,»y lenator ftoy #W©m. 

who wooed Chat goad nta, nr at 
leaat the otapla articles. «• 
ninplrd :, TU we^noftiadedHhji' 
Ass emb ly man f. ft P ual riry. 

.IXF^IPTlo^viLrOEfillX. 

• 'Al a ttmr when ne snoop el *j 
'the population are goffering oeo> - 
wemle ^distress." iFeUom a n I d, 


Dirad Uvy on JUtgilgr -iH aM 
&»ti s&Mh 

■ Uni J J- ■ _. •'<! " • 


l ship on thane tenet nUe to a ff ord 

| #t,a ■'... > , . - y*r~ • > T r *t. W-*- -e* 

j Several speakers opposed the 


plan to\dmahejeny exemption*. 
Figures ore re offered showing that 
food sale* amount tiTB towTper 
cent of Total retell rales 'fled X. 
Stewart, director of the Mete Sea 


f mrt a ggW B UV t Ui 


(Senate Constitutional A an Midwest 
Ml «ere approval ta a ealee tax 
without exemptions HeUom'a -Mo¬ 
tion wax voted down ooven to four. 
{Aeeemblymea tawteaee O.'Onbb 
i eponsored the - paove to *aoempt 
; geeoline alreodytsxad \y the Stele 
I from the rotel fc on l oo tax. H en■ tor 


[ HIGH TAX NOT NEEDED. 

"There l* no.need nt nil of pot¬ 
ting on n high tea »o bo un ce the 
budget at this item. . Jl ia JMS 
necessary *® balance the bndgeC 
The Stole baa a deficit now from 
L-*t Urnnltim of SIV* uufl# AAd. 
’ nobody i* brine fcust. The Plata 
ran alund another deficit. If needs 
he. end noh« dy will snffer. 

*A« soon a» business regain* 
normal rondltleoe and there U a 
definite reaction aS a l arm the Una 
In prtvnte hnelnens then thw 
legislature ran get nt the rret 
of the ftae a ria l n e e di 
"Pul Into offset 
seen Amies B 
out the present 

I LITTLE 11 OriNIOM. 


■tiir-T 1 1 wUi 

sj* “■■k: 

- : ' liny 


STEED TKEDHTEI), 

Out of the State-wide d.iruaiuonl 
of the tax rituatmn a powerful] 
opinion hv «!«•ydoprd against ang | 
further tax than i* ehiioluvely cf* 
saiy and that hsr been centered] 
Upon a sale* tax. The i«:y frolntl 
in question i» the pticrr.MSe and] 
extent to which the LeRiHlVure witlj 
cere to go In making pr> vision furl 
the coming two yesrr It hex been] 
’estimated by some of the ex parte] 
that if the State propo*tj to run 
! Uie enure limit 4 4 per cent dan 
I will he required. It w not thought] 
all likely that Una figure arm] 
adopted. 

•AWih a ppro v a l by a 4 arve maJoi» j 
[j'lty of the bu Angeles county ] 


July 15 


Aaaamblyman Fejg eJlbeum'a viawa , 1 delegation of a sales tax to run 
J were reflected yesterday to some Ijfiom 2 to 3 per rent as the maxi- 
extent by witter J. tittle, Speaker'^ mum. the prediction la made tea 
lot the Assembly, who Issued a slats- ' i I egwI aW ve q u a we r e tha t tWe wtw t 
int in wJuoh -haaald we be the the bane for legislation to be en-.j 
|ulas lax: .} Expression on alt sides rune J 

■| M | M a nin ardy ha ' 1 ° the Idea that the Legislature j 
M (u na It will he arwwsn to ; * 1 H hasten Ita business end ctaan 
mm the tlAMSlM* weeded by the 4 «P MP*dly . wrthout 
Mate und~r prwhkw of the XWhlcli could hold fl la eeasloa foe - 
RUey-Mewarl btU, Serb • Mire luc f p eijod. 
tea ahawld oat he more Uma IS 
par oral, mod should exempt, tf 
legally possible, jnedteioes hod 
foodstuffs." - T 

On the questlon fhf -exemption,] 

] Assemblyma n Feleenhaum said: 

•“The ftlle* 'ameiMtme'ai gtieo 
the de|Mi 1 urr -pwrt Y.ls (It 
*»—e 1 « sOmIIi 'naS (4 da all 
(hnsr things ahleh wsi lv ate** 
m urv ta aula the s a* so d o * sol *f- 
ImO>» IhM haa h-e* votot (St* 
the Slate ( Mfntllutlnti tts<* na 
<t«ahl ol oil (hoi the tefWaier* 
con snake that eeeiapUan' 

|UI E Ml HI tniUI 

XpeSVei 1JH:» . 4 * «*ri«|nB be-e] 

I.rnlra Aejejet ltt preside *<•*!•> 

• (he pun* bp<!t>it* v ('«T rnmin«. 

|-»» setMcn c-pen.wg at' (Ml -SO St 
M> Seale flurSdine : ' 

He r.as.eavi th«i he.MdArraoaally 
1? 'fav.it of adheimx in Ihl' inaiKin 
pr tana re adopted K* the'tesaemMv I 
• kicb. Mpetkei U*i«v declared, hot 
teduced the State Wta't fdr IMAM 
more vhain genmrmn.'ae cosn- 
| pared '-Srlth the viprsfhww . of 

\Mm 

sfri lwtl ie .of.This 


.j^ P oaie i om d an Tpg^M.1 


I LEGISLATORS HEBE 
ITO SUBMIT SALES 
iTAXJ PBOP OSALg 

! >j(Continued From Fags U.) 

I •> . 

program plus tha.ImpoalUoa df 
taxes arhtch wera >raeommended 
In the report of the legtalatlve tax 
committee submitted at the loot 
. se s sion -of the IsgUsluM wUI • 
trad to aolie some of the floanco 
pmhlema facing the btate," ; 
stnrnrd. 


/ 























































Revenue Plan Details 


j "With tAU utlMtad tot*) vt as—a 
'<117.000,000 from p*w taxat !—.«*( 


' i iDcgdeS 

BATtLe:SE£N 

. .Vi & .i. y ~s- 

Large Group Favors 
| Retai ) '' iLevy ' Jibf ^ 
Per Cent % % 

JtiBy B. W- J1MEBSON. : 2 

^EXAMINES BlIBEAl),! 
SACRAMENTO, July Mr-*"*! 
U «Hbrt 16 ddhmlt a VND*t 
roudad flaucbl program aa 
rapidly aa p o mIble. the Jolat 


l<«wh a program *6«M com* cIom 
oaouth to to l aa clw g Callfornlaa 
ijuss-u todgat, to too Optotoa, *t 
jiflpaakar UtUa —d ottor Mrtm, 
ijautt financial axparU aatlmaU, 

jjlhat f 196,000,000 to W* 'daviato 

&—uat to p—dua a d U 4 Jm Mot toj 
Jto to eompiataly to l aa r to. . 

■TEAM EYTAAVAQ+JICX llrlsfl 
*U mUn towa rd to d gat 
toUrtclna Mini to baaad m mtl- 
Wtotod -ara aatlraly axpart-' 
■f1iTTrfi~r to—itoii of tto «hK 
tog eommlttao favor fcaaplpg aaw. 
tu« to tto minim —l Tto dan* 
*vt alongthat Uaa.ttoy dvdar*. 
to uueb tow 4 b— tto to—— at 
opening tto door to tow otnn* 
l»M«to providingtoo —acbmay.' 

■Om bordto -wbteb tto oc—Ittw 
toid LagUtetaro atni tmial—nnount 
la tto proposal to tovy a tu aa 
par —I tot ftorMTt 

mtuun * will to latradacad .toaa 


Bull ness llifl and iOfTtciaW 
Hold Skranento $esiion( 
Betti! Measure Dedartd "Best 


KXAMWRn VOIUCAV tlACRA- 
MCNTO). Jhrty M. — A graanil rv 
toll aalaa tea to 4a*t California'* 

uabalan—I budgat waa agivod upon 

by tattw —aa dad togUteton 
acting aa — advtaory ceotnUU* to 
tto to r aaaa r eb tanu, ton to" 


flWtnnrluM 


fingMfttl •MfeMMAMi BhH 

dleatad l««uf tTtab' al 

tax. oaprctaUf ft— «tol| 

lKtsn. wto dartarod tt a 

dimruit «a itoWdtt aa 

dataat 4to pa r ? — *» « 
plan. jwhlcb vuJkJm 
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Sales Tax Laws 

Merlin K. Malehorn L-279 

Still another, little "corner of the world" of sales tax tokens 
has to do with the nature of the legislative acts that enabled the 
various state executive branches to collect sales taxes and use sales 
tax tokens. I've managed to accumulate copies of some of the enabling 
legislation. Extracts are reprinted below. 

ALABAMA - 1943 


Section 786. ISSUANCE, SALE AND REDEMPTION OF 
TOKENS; FORGERY.—The department, if it deems it neces¬ 
sary, in order to facilitate the collection of the tax or any 
other amount required by this article, may provide by rule 
and regulation for issuance, sale and redemption of tax tokens 
in denominations of one mill and five mills. The Department 
may purchase such number of tokens in each denomination as 
may be found necessary. Any tokens authorized to be issued 
by said department shall be sold at face value by the depart¬ 
ment and shall be subject to redemption by the department at 
face value, under such rules and regulations as the department 
may promulgate. Such tokens, if authorized, shall be received 
by the department or person liable for taxes hereunder in the 
payment of any tax or. other amount required under this arti¬ 
cle where such tax or other amount is a fractional part of one 
cent. Any person who shall counterfeit, forge or alter any 
such token, or other evidence of tax payment issued or caused 
to be issued by the department or who shall issue or cause to 
be issued any imitation of any token or other evidence of tax 
payment, or who shall attempt to do so, shall be guilty of 
•forgery in the first degree, and upon conviction shall be pun¬ 
ished as now provided by law. 

MISSISSIPPI - 1945 


TOKENS: (Section 10141 and 10142, Code 1942) 

That any person, firm, or corporation who is engaging or 
continuing within this state in the business of selling any tangi¬ 
ble property, and who is liable for a privilege tax assessed and 
levied bv section 2-c of Chapter 119, Laws of Mississippi, 1934, 
(Sec. 10108, Code 1942) on account of the sale of such property, 
shall add the amount of such tax due by him to the sales price of 
said property and shall collect the amount of said tax due by 
him to the state under the provisions of said statute from the 
purchaser of said property at the time the sales price is collected, 
and in addition thereto. 

For the purpose of more efficiently securing the payment 
of and accounting for the-tax imposed by this act, the State Tax 
Commission shall make, promulgate and enforce reasonable rules 
and regulations for the administration and enforcement of the 
provisions of this act, and by reasonable rules and regulations 
may provide for the issuance, sale, cancellation and payment of 
and for revenue tokens in order to make the provisions of this 
act effective, end the State Tax Commission shall cause to be is¬ 
sued and sold at convenient places, tokens or other evidences of 
tax payment to enable purchasers and recipients of taxable sales, 
services and transactions, to pay the tax when the same amounts 
to fractional part of one cent. *** « 



UTAH - 1943 
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For the purpose of. more efficiently securing 
the payment, collection and accounting for the 
taxes provided for under this act, the tax commis¬ 
sion in its discretion, by proper rules and regu¬ 
lations, shall provide for the issuance of tokens 
or other appropriate devices to facilitate collec¬ 
tions; provided, no tax or token shall be col¬ 
lected on lunches or dinners served by schools, 
churches, or charitable institutions. 


UTAH - 1944 


6—Tokens. 

(Applies to sales and use tax) 

In order to facilitate the computation and 
collection of the sales tax the State Tax Com¬ 
mission has authorized the issuance and use 
of tokens in three denominations represent¬ 
ing a face value of one mill (1/10 cent), two 
mills (1/5 cent) and five mills (i/ 2 cent), such 
tokens to be issued by the Commission at 
their face value to vendors and in turn dis¬ 
tributed by vendors to purchasers at face 
value. 

Vendors may secure tokens from any of¬ 
fice of the State Tax Commission or from 
banks handling tokens. One and two-mill 
tokens will be issued to licensed vendors only 
in quantities of five hundred or multiples 
thereof and five-mill tokens in quantities of 
two hundred or multiples thereof and only 
upon payment in cash or certified checks, 
postal or express money orders. Tokens will 
be wrapped and packed and count guaranteed. 
Tokens are issued for the purpose of assist¬ 
ing the vendor in collecting and the consumer 
in paying the sales tax when the amount of 
tax is a fractional part of one cent. The one- 
mill tokens represent the correct tax on a 
five-cent purchase, the two-mill tokens rep¬ 
resent the correct tax on a ten-cent purchase 
and the five-mill tokens represent the correct 
tax on a twenty-five-cent purchase. 

HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS 
TO ALL! 


Where the computation of tax amounts to 
a fractional part of one mill, the tax is to be 
collected by adopting a method which will 
result in collecting as near as possible and 
practical the correct amount of tax due, such 
as computing the tax to the nearest mill. For 
example, on a sale of seven cents, a one-mill 
token would be collected and on a sale of 
eight cents, a two-mill token would be col¬ 
lected. 

The tokens are only to be used in collecting 
and paying the sales tax with respect to 
transactions between buyer and seller. The 
tokens have no value as money and are not 
to be used in paying for merchandise or in 
any other manner as money and are not to 
be used by the vendor in payment of the tax 
to the State Tax Commission but may be 
redeemed in the manner prescribed below. 

All vendors are required to carry a suf¬ 
ficient supply of tokens for the purpose of 
giving change and collecting the tax where 
a fractional part of one cent is involved. In 
the event that any vendor or bank accumu¬ 
lates an excess supply of tokens, they may 
be disposed of at face value to any other 
vendor or presented to any office of the 
State Tax Commission for redemption. 
Tokens may be presented for redemption 
either in person or by prepaid shipment. In 
case a vendor sells or discontinues business, 
the accumulated tokens not disposed of in the 
above manner will be redeemed by the Com¬ 
mission in apy amount. The willful destruc¬ 
tion or mutilation of tokens or the use for 
any other purpose than the collection of the 
sales tax is unlawful and constitutes a mis¬ 
demeanor. 



CALIFORNIA- 1945 


This is in a section that deals with how the state shall 
collect proceeds from the merchants. 

6458. Tax stamps. The board, if it deems it necessary to insure 
the collection of the taxes, may provide by rule and regulation for the 
collection of the taxes by the affixing and canceling of revenue stamps 
and may prescribe the form and method of the affixing and canceling. 


LOUISIANA 


This is Act 57, effective date August 1, 1944. Note that 
the use of sales tax tokens is forbidden. 

(b) The Collector of Revenue shall administer and en- c * u “ctor“f 
force the assessment and collection of the taxes and penalties Revenue, 
imposed by this Act. He is authorized to make and publish 
such rules and regulations, not inconsistent with this Act, 
as he may deem necessary in enforcing its provisions. In 
order that there shall not be collected on the average more 
than the rate levied herein, the Collector of Revenue is 
authorized to and he shall provide by rule and regulation 
a method for accomplishing this end, and he shall prepare 
instructions to dealers by setting out to them suitable 
brackets of prices for applying the tax or any other method 
that may be necessary for the purpose of the enforcement 
of this Act and the collection of the tax imposed thereby. 

The use of tokens is hereby forbidden and prohibited. 


TENNESSEE - 1947 


Sec. 14. Be it further enacted, That (a) The 
cost of preparing and distributing the reports, forms, 
and paraphernalia for the collection of said tax and 
the inspection and enforcement duties required here¬ 
in shall be borne by the revenues produced by this 
Act, provisions for which are hereinafter made, (b) 
The Co mmi ssioner shall administer and enforce the 
assessment and collection of the taxes and penalties 
imposed by this Act. He is authorized to make and 
publish such rules and regulations not inconsistent 
with this Act as he may deem necessary in enforc¬ 
ing its provisions in order that there shall not be col¬ 
lected on the average more than the rate levied here¬ 
in. The Commissioner is authorized to and he shall 
provide by rule and regulation a method for accom¬ 
plishing this end, and he shall prepare instructions 
to dealers by setting out to them suitable brackets 
of prices for applying the tax or any other method 
that may be necessary for the purpose of the en¬ 
forcement of this Act and the collection of the tax 
imposed thereby. The use of tokens is hereby for¬ 
bidden and prohibited. 



ARKANSAS - 1941 


In order to make such collections convenient the 
Commissioner of Revenues may in his discretion is¬ 
sue tokens in the denominations of one-tenth (1/10) 
of one cent and five-tenths (5/10) of one cent, in 
such quantity as the Commissioner deems necessary. 
Tax tokens shall not be accepted by the State in 
payment of taxes due. Tax tokens shall be redeemed 
at face value by the Commissioner, at Little Rock, 
Arkansas, and at such other points as he may desig¬ 
nate. 


ARIZONA - 1935 


♦Sec. 1. Tokens. 

(a) The commission shall issue tokens of the 
nominal face value of one mill and multiples thereof, 
for the use of purchasers in reimbursing to persons 
engaged in business the amount of tax applicable to 
any sale or sales, and to expend from the appropria¬ 
tion made for the enforcement of this act, such 
amounts as may be necessary for such purpose. 

(b) The commission is authorized to promul¬ 
gate rules and regulations directing the manner and 
method of use, and governing distribution, sale and 
resale of such tokens, ■which shall provide convenient 
methods of sale thereof to prospective users, at face 
value, without the payment to any agency or person 
of any commission, fee, discount or emolument. 


(c) Such tokens shall be accepted at their face 
value by all persons engaged in business within the 
meaning of this act, as payment to them of any and 
all amounts added to the gross receipts of any busi¬ 
ness taxable under this act. They shall not be ac¬ 
cepted by the commission in payment of a tax, but 
shall be by the commission redeemed at their face 
value. 

(d) Whoever, with the intent to defraud, shell: 
1. falsely make, alter, forge or counterfeit, 2. 
knowingly aid in the false making, altering, forging 
or counterfeiting, or 3. sell or have for sale or in 
any manner circulate any forged, counterfeited, 
spurious or altered token, or who shall steal or em¬ 
bezzle any genuine token issued pursuant to this act, 
shall be guilty of a felony and upon conviction fined 
for each offense not to exceed twenty-five hundred 
dollars, imprisoned not to exceed five years, or both. 


COLORADO - 1935 

Tokcii* May Be (f) For the purpose of more efficiently securing 

the payment, collection and accounting for of the 
taxes provided for under this Act, the State Treasurer 
in his discretion, by proper rules and regulations, may 
provide for the issuance of tokens or other appropriate 
devices to facilitate collections. 


COLORADO - 1936 


METHOD OF COLLECTION—TOKENS 

47. Every retailer, or vendor, who is required under the Act 
to remit taxes to the State Treasurer shall assess and collect a 
tax equivalent to two per cent (2%) (excise) tax on all retail 
sales. 

To facilitate computation of the tax, the Treasurer has au¬ 
thorized tokens in the value of one-fifth (%) of a cent; such 
tokens to be issued by the State Treasurer to the retailer at their 
face value and in turn to be issued by the retailer to the con¬ 
sumer at face value. 
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Requisitions for Sales Tax Tokens will be honored only when 
presented by licensed retailers and vendors at the offices of the 
Sales Tax Division, Department of Finance and Taxation, Suite 
44, State Capitol Building. Denver, Colorado. TheseAoke nfi ar * ■*» 
being loaned by the State Treasurer to licensed retailers DBliVfiRi-COLO 
dors and not being sold. All requisitions for tokens hf in f 
quantities of five hundred (500) or multiples thereof and shall He 
accompanied by cash, or the equivalent thereof, in the form of 
certified checks, bank drafts, United States Postal Money Orders, 
or Express Money Orders, etc. 

Under no circumstances will such tokens be accepted as tax 
remittances to the State Treasurer. 

Tokens will be returnable to the State Treasurer only when 
presented by a licensed retailer or vendor, in quantities of not 
less than five hundred (500) or multiples thereof. 

"Where a consumer’s tax on his credit acount includes a frac¬ 
tion of a cent, the following schedule will apply: 

If under one-half cent (^c), disregard fraction. 

If one-half cent (’Ac) or over, add one cent (lc). 

Any attempt to counterfeit or to make illegal use of these 
tokens will promptly subject the guilty person to prosecution 
under the criminal codes of the State of Colorado. 

The following schedule is designed to apply the exact two per 
cent (2%) tax, or the average equivalent thereof: 


Amount 
of Sale in 

Cents 

Tax 

Amount of Sale 
in Dollars 

Tax 

lc to 5c 

0 

$ 1.00 

0.02 

fic to 14c 

1 token 

2.00 

0.04 

15e to 24c 

2 tokens 

3.00 

0.06 

25c to 34c 

3 tokens 

4.00 

0.08 

35e to 44c 

4 tokens 

5.00 

0.10 

45c to 54c 

lc 

10.00 

0.20 

55c to 64c 

lc & 1 token 

15.00 

0.30 

65c to 74c 

lc & 2 tokens 

20.00 

0.40 

75c to 84c 

lc & 3 tokens 

25.00 

0.50 

85c to 94c 

lc & 4 tokens 

50.00 

1.00 

95c to 99c 

2c 

100.00 

2.00 


and higher sales proportionately. 

Article 140. TOKENS: 

Q. How are sales tax tokens to be used in connection with 
the collection of sales tax under the Act? 

A. To facilitate computation of the tax, the Treasurer has 
authorized tokens in the value of one-fifth (1/5) of a cent; such 
tokens to be issued by the State Treasurer to the retailer at their 
face value and in turn to be issued by the retailer to the con¬ 
sumer at face value. 

Requisitions for sales tax tokens will be honored only when 
presented by licensed retailers and vendors at the offices of the 
Sales Tax Division, Department of Finance and Taxation, Suite 
44, State Capitol Building, Denver, Colorado. These tokens are 
being loaned by the State Treasurer to licensed retailers and 
vendors and not being sold. All requisitions for tokens shall be 
in quantities of five hundred (500) or multiples thereof and shall 
be accompanied by cash, or the equivalent thereof, in the form 
of certified checks, bank drafts, United States postal money 
orders, or Express money orders, etc. 

Under no circumstances will such tokens be accepted as tax 
remittances to the State Treasurer. 



Tokens will be returnable to the State Treasurer only when 
presented by a licensed retailer or vendor, in quantities of not less 
than five hundred (500) or multiples thereof. 

Where a consumer's tax on his credit account includes a 
fraction of a cent, the following schedule will apply: 

Tf under one-half cent (^c) disregard fraction. 

If one-half cent ( 3 4c) or over, add one cent (lc). 

Any attempt to counterfeit or to make illegal use of these 
tokens will promptly subject the guilty person to prosecution 
under the criminal codes of the State of Colorado. 


Rolls 

Merlin K. Malehorn (L-279) 

In Newsletter 62, I provided pictures of a number of the boxes 
in which sales tax tokens were shipped or sold to local businesses. 
In many of the boxes, the tokens were loose. In other boxes, the 
tokens were in rolls. Although I have no information on the matter, 
I suppose that some of the rolls were not boxed. I also suppose 
there may have been boxes of boxes, but I don't really know about 
that. 


In any event, here are some 
various rolls of which I am aware 


pictures of the wrappers for 
They are 3/4 size. 
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AL #2 black on ochre 
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1 Mill Arizona 
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AZ #1 black on gray-brown ; 
also AZ #4 and #5 mixed 
in a roll 
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S Mill 
Sales 
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AZ #9 black on gray-brown 
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\ 40 v/z mills Tokens 
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IL #3 black on brown ochre 


AZ #3 black on light cinnamon 


50 

1 Mill fCsntu 
SaJe* Tax Tokens 


KS #2 black on light olive gray 
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MO #23 black on red-orange 



OK #17 black on orange UT #7 black on gray-brown 

with red overprint; also 
with black overprint 



UT #8a black on brown ochre 


There are also rolls of MO #22, #23 and #24 that have no 
printing on them. The paper is ochre and the rolls are all turned 
under at the ends rather than folded over. 
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MO #23 Defects 

Merlin K. Malehorn L-279 

In Newsletter 61 I included 48 illustrations of cracks, cuds, 
and other miscellany observed on the faces of OK #4. Just in case 
you have some motivation to strain your eyes some more, here are 
some similar illustrations of MO #23. In a couple cases they look 
as though they are the same crack, but I can assure you that under 
a magnifier they are not the same. 








Here's an interesting clipping; it's not about sales taxes and 
sales tax tokens, but rather the "official" establishment of ATTS. 


★ February 23, 1971 NUMISMATIC NEWS WEEKLY - 7 

Tax Token Group Official 


The American Tax Token 
Society (ATTS) Is a new or¬ 
ganization oxiiciaity formed In 
January of this year, for collec¬ 
tors of sales tax tokens, scrip, 
coupons, receipts, punch cards 
and related items. 

The name was selected by 
vote of the members and offic¬ 
ers have been chosen to serve 
until 1971 when an election will 
be held. A constitution has been 
approved and a newsletter is be¬ 
ing published which will give 
regular listings of tax tokens 
and new Information on all 
aspects of the tax token field. 


Officers are Jerry F. Schlm* 
mel of San Francisco, preai - 
dent; Michael G. Pfefferkom of 
St. Louis, vice president; 
Charles L. Carter of Denver, 
secretary; George R. Frakes of 
Oceanside, California, treasur¬ 
er; and Ray Erkson and Elbert 
S. A. Hubbard, both of Santa 
Clara, California, and Jerry 
Bates of St. Charles, Missouri, 
board members. 

Inquiries concerning mem - 
bership should be sent to the 
secretary, Charles L. Carter, 
721 Glencoe Street, Denver, 
Colorado 80220. Dues 
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Explorations in Illinois 

Merlin K. lialehom L-279 

If you happen to be "into" the Illinois provisionals, you 
may have wondered a little about the distribution around the state. 

Some of you, of course, have already done quite a bit of exploring 
and have written articles for us or provided a number of newspaper 
clippings. On the other hand, it seemed to me that there might be 
a great deal more to be discovered, particularly in the way of news¬ 
paper clippings. Living some distance from Illinois, I am unable -to 
get around the state physically, so I worked up a long distance 
approach. My expectations are not very high as to getting much in 
the way of results, but it's fun to work on such things anyhow. 

I took a map of Illinois and put a little square on all the 
towns and counties that are listed in Chits as having used tokens. 

See the map on the next page. As you can tell, the towns and counties 
are not evenly distributed around the state. Given a little leeway 
in "eyeball" estimates, it appears that there are five or six general 
areas of concentration. But what about the spaces between? What 
about Decatur? Fairfield? Mt. Vernon? Lincoln? And so on. 

The next thing I did was write to the state historical society 

in Springfield and get the names and addresses of all the local 

historical societies in the state. I also went to my local library 
and got the names and addresses of several newspapers from around 
the state that were in business in the 1930s and still are. 

Using my map and the list of local historical societies, I 

wrote to several of them to see what information they might have. 

The general approach was to indicate that some of the nearby towns 
and/or counties had used local tokens for a while (I named some that 
were nearby), that a lot of local newspapers had articles about tokens, 
and I was curious about what they might have in the way of information. 
I offered to pay for some "searches," if necessary and not too costly. 

The communities, or actually the county historical societies, 
to which I wrote were West Frankfort, Marion, Sterling, Taylorville, 
Dixon, Mt. Vernon, Robinson, Watseka, Jerseyville, Bloomington, Olney, 
Pontiac, Carlinviile, Salem, Harrisburg, Fairfield, and DuQuoin. They 
are shown the map with a black triangle. As you can see, I tried to 
cover only a few of the possibilities. 

(For those of you who have read through older copies of the 
newsletter, you may be reminded of the Herb Rowold letters of 1943 
to a variety of Illinois communities that issued tokens. Jerry 
Schimmel reproduced a number of the responses in the Volume 4 news¬ 
letters. Also, George Magee had written to a number of the communities 
that were reported to have used tokens; this correspondence has not 
been reproduced in the newsletter.) 

The results of my activity at this point in time are repro¬ 
duced on the following pages. On the map, a circle around the 
triangle indicates that I got a response. 



« 
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McLEAN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 201 EAST GROVE STREET BLOOMINGTON ILLINOIS 61701 


June 10, 1988 


Merlin K. Malehom 
American Tax Token Society 
6837 Murray Lane 
Annandale, Va. 22003 


Dear Mr* Malehorn, 

I checked our index files for the local newspaper, and could find no 
reference to tax tokens in the period you mention (or any other period, 
for that matter.) These files are far from complete, but without some 
other specific lead, the only way to find an unindexed article would be 
to read all the microfilmed newspapers for the period in question. I re¬ 
gret that we are unable to provide that degree of research. 

I am sending you a copy of the little bit of information we have on 
the Illinois state tax tokens, which were issued a few months later. To 
the best of our knowledge, no tokens were issued in this community; at 
least, we have none in our collection nor have we seen any. Whether issu¬ 
ing them was ever seriously discussed is not known. 

One person who might be able to give you some information is Richard 
Middleton. He is a retired bank executive, and gave us the data on the 
Illinois tokens. His address is 1118 East Jefferson, Bloomington, Ill¬ 
inois, 61701. 

I am sorry we cannot be of more assistance. 


Curator 


Sincerely, 



Martin A. kickoff 


"To each generation all things are new" Jesse Fell 
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RETAILERS 1 OCCUPATIONAL TAX TOKEN I % - W 7 


On June 28, 1933# under the governship of Henry Horner, the State 
Legislature enaeted a bill for the collection of sales tax on retail 
sales* 

The act beoame effective on July 1, 1933 at the rate of 11 per 
«1 *00 of sales. 

The public protested because beginning at 16^'of sales the tax 
was due. 

To help quite the protest, the Legislature conceived the idea of 

* 

Occupational Tax Tokens graded in Rills and provided charts to merchants 
showing that at 16^ so many mills would be payable; at 30^ bo many mills 
and so oa. 

The tokens were not acceptable to the public and eventually were 
discontinued. 

Incidentally, as one paid one's sales taxes in those days it was 
deemed "a penney for Horner." 


Here's a clipping from the New York Times , August 1, 1935. 
It was provided by Richard Johnson (L-38, Carbondale, IL). 


Small Coins Bill Tabled by House Group; 
/Too Much Power’ to Treasury, Foes Say 


Sif Tt>4 .HKiltK! Prtu. 

WASHINGTON, Aug 1 - The 
House Coinage Commit tee. which a 
year ago qulckiy agreed to gold dol¬ 
lar devaluation, Kicked over the 
traces today on tbn Rooervelt-Mur- 
jjenthau small corn! plan. 

The open explanation was that 
the bill presented jo the committee a cent 
by Secretary Morgenthati and Intro- “That's 


by ttie President, to simplify pay 
menta In Htatr. which have hhI<-c 
laxea refilling payment in fr«>- 
llona of a rent 

Hut the hilt he sent to the Coinage 
Committee would time «uthonr.ed 
the Treasury to issue any coins it 
wanted which were wmlh lees than 


too 


said Mr. 


• Hut the I-Oliilnlt tee'» plan, fur the 
future were indefinite One t mn 
. lriltteeni.m remarked that if the 
; Trrasui y agreed io a new lull (ret 
j nut t In „• i he pi in t > ng on l v of on(5 a> ill 
: and hulf-cent pieces ior.g heat Wigs 
■ would he hipd. 

“With Oor.tf i e«s» ahoifi to ad 
|omr. ■ he said • I thir-.K w >> .an 
talk die hiii i(> death in <-n.u)i:ire 
w it him! tiouhte. We've been *ei 
ting aioi.p Nil^lglit with the money 
W ft tllive " 

The I i mm v a g I e< d I hut the bit 

lt( alati-rneiii -a a e trim a. u||p|ieil 
to condition* li few \r.ns rt yu hut 
In iin r-f fil ial im-uiru aniurn (an li* 
fine the Coinage Committee it i mi- 
tended that urtiees tile Federal Gov- 

limei.t issued the new coma the 


much.** _ 

dured tn the absence of Chairman Sornera. after the committee tabled 

Somers of New iVor.k pav* the. ;th. Treasury bill .“\\V appointed : Staten would insist upon n 
Treasury too hroat] authority a subcommittee to consider the mat-j The memorandum s.ddi -1 tr.at 

Mr. Morgenlhnu ;iad been talkitiK tet further If It develop* that there such a at.-,, might lead lov\a;,i « 
about I Bailing new *uilf-on1 and mill ■ |, a real „e f d for a midget roln of, vhMdlng of the Feden.l nmMi'u 
pieces, which tie swid weir designed «|«;olfle value, one mill or five. 1 jtloniil conttol over ll.e ti.itir*:a 3 

wouldn't say we would turn .that! money 
, down 



Letters and Such 
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As most everyone must know by now, Tim Davenport, our Secretary- 
Treasurer, is working on his Master's Degree at the University of 
Washington, Seattle. He manages to find a little time in between, 
however. He writes: 

"I had a couple hours before my bus today and got serious 
in the microfilm room (of the University Library). They 
have exactly 57 dailies on fiche or film from 1935!!! So 
I won't need to drive like a crazy person around the state! 
These holdings include the Thurston Co. Independent , which 
will be my first project. Notably missing are the papers 
from Olympia, Yakima, and Walla Walla--which I would have 
presumed they'd have. They also don't have anything from 
Cathlemet or Wilbur, or Longview (but Kelso should cover 
this), unfortunately. There is a Kelso paper and there is 
a Stevenson paper and a Spokane paper . . . Any many others. 

Lots from obscure little towns. 

"I will need to drive to do the Olympia paper at some point. 

It's just an hour or an hour and a half down the road . . . 


"Hit the Kelso newspaper. Got lots of general information on 
the Washington tax, but only a few bits on the Kelso tokens. 
They were printed in the second week of May 1935 and were 
sold in bundles of 500 for $1.00. On May 14, the state 
announced its own plans to issue scrip. By June 2, seven 
million paper tokens were in use--definitely "adequate" for 
Kelso by June 10. The Kelso scrip was probably used for 
about two weeks. There was no notice of redemption on 
July 1, but the film was rotten and hard to read, so I might 
have missed something. Nothing there on Longview. They 

maybe had their own paper after all, judging from the tone 
of the Kelso paper, since Longview isn't mentioned much." 


The TAMS Journal , October 1988, p. 192, has a nice writeup 
about our April-June 1988 issue. The article highlights Les Albright's 
"anti-sales tax" token find and summarizes several other articles 
from the Newsletter. Thanks! 

We have received a note to the effect that Mr. M. W. Maret 
(R-302, St. Albans, WV) died August 22, 1988. If you have been 
a reader of the Newsletter for a while, you'll recall an occasional 
reprint of letters that Mr. Maret received from various state tax 
authorities in response to his inquiries about their tax tokens, 
the manufacturers, and other matters. 




Organizational Report 


American Tax Token Society 
Secretary and Treasurer's Report 

Third Quarter, 1988 


FINANCIAL REPORT 


Previous Balance...$ 2759.00 

Credits: Dues Payments Received. 7 5.00 

Publications Sold. 38.35 

Advertisements in Newsletter. 28.00 

Donation to ATTS..(Thank You!). 10.00 

Interest..... 29.41 

Debits: Newsletter Costs, #62 and supplement 146.24 

Stamper and parchment. 17.59 

New Balance...$ 2775.93 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Tim L. White, R-392, 1607 West Moore, Blue Springs, MO 64015-4143 
Fred Robinson, R-320 (Zip Code change) 44701-0121 
Eric Jackson, R-374, P.0. Box 728, Leesport, PA 19533-0728 
Richard Johnson, F-38, L-38, 1004 North Bridge, Carbondale, IL 62901 
Harold Don Allen, F-30, L-30, P.0. Box 758, Station P, Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada M5S 2Z1 


SECRETARIAL REPORT 


No new members 


Ik**************************:***:*********************************** 

IT'S DUES TIME AGAIN... PLEASE REMEMBER THAT THERE IS A NEW 
MAILING ADDRESS FOR YOUR DUES CHECKS: 


ATTS BUSINESS OFFICE 
7512 NE BOTHELL WAY #127 
BOTHELL, WA 98011 


SINCE THE ACCOUNT IS IN MY NAME FOR FEDERAL TAX PURPOSES, IT 
WOULD BE BEST IF YOU MADE CHECKS PAYABLE TO "TIM DAVENPORT, 
ATTS." IT'S QUITE A PAIN TRYING TO CONVINCE THE TELLERS THAT 
MY NAME IS "ATTS BUSINESS OFFICE" OR "AMERICAN TAX TOKEN 
SOCIETY"... 

REMEMBER TO GET THOSE DUES CHECKS IN THE MAIL EARLY. IT 
MAKES LIFE A WHOLE LOT EASIER IF THE CHECKS COME ROLLING IN 
AND WE DON'T HAVE TO SEND OUT MILLIONS OF "REMINDERS!" 

HAVE A GOOD HOLIDAY SEASON! TIM. 













